
 

 

 
 

 

DECEMBER 25, 2022                            Please remember St. Florian Parish in your will.  

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214 -3615 

Saint Florian 
CATHOLIC PARISH  

Under the Care of the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

WEEKEND MASSES 

 Saturday (Anticipated) .................................  4:00 p.m. 

 Sunday with holy hour .........................   8:00 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church)  

 M, T, TH And F  .......................................................................  5:00 p.m. 

    followed by Euch. Ad. & Ben.  .......  until 6:45 p.m.  

 Wednesday  ...............................................................................  8:00 a.m. 

  Euch. Ad. & Ben.  .........................................................  until 9:30 a.m.  

 Saturday .....................................................................................  8:00 a.m. 

  followed by Confessions at .....  8:30 a.m. 

    (Confession schedule is subject to change.)  

 Holy Day Liturgy  .....................................................  8:00 a.m. 

    (No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)  

 (Daily Masses/Holy Day Masses subject to change.)  
 

CONFESSIONS - (in the Main Church)  
Saturday AFTER 8:00 a.m. MASS or by appointment.  
Please call the Parish Office.  

(Confession schedule is subject to change.)  

PARISH STAFF  

 Phone ..................................................................... 414-383-3565, extension 2  

 Email  ............................................. stflorianpastor@gmail.com  

 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest .................................... 414-758-3566   

 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick ..............414-383-3565, ext. 0  
 

PARISH OFFICE  ñ 1210 South 45 Street,  

West Milwaukee, WI  53214 -3614 

Closed M & T this week ð W & tH 9 a.m. -2 p.m. 

(closed ON Fridays & Holidays.)  

 Phone ............414-383-3565, ext. 0    Fax ..................414-383-2708 

 Email  ............................................... stflorianoffice@gmail.com  

 Website ...................................................................... www.stflorian.org  
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

 Chairperson:  LUCY KARABA.............................................. 414-671-1888 

 Vice Chair:  LARRY SAYLES .................................................... 414-708-8736 

 Trustee/Secretary:  SANDY KANIA  .................. 414-672-0364  

 Trustee/Treasurer:  Russell Miller ................ 414 -671-2385 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

EAch family or single adult 18 years old or 

older living at home or alone is invited and 

expected to be registered in our parish family.  

Please call the parish office to register.  

 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY  

our parish cluster school Å  414-476-0751 

serving grades kindergarten -3 through 8  

1227 South 116 Street, West Allis, WI  5321 4  Ğ  mqsca.org    

Nicholas Lee, Principal  Ğ  leen@mqscateacher.org   
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SACRAMENTS  
 

Baptism  ñ Parish registration and parental  

instruction required.  contact the parish office.  
 

Marriage  ñ  arrange for a date and instructions 

at least six months in advance at the parish office.   

Parish registration is required.  
 

Anointing of the Sick  ñ Every other odd  

numbered month with alternating Sundays and 

Saturdays ñ Next is Saturday, January 14 at 4 pm  
 

Last Rites  ñ Contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office.  

 FUNERALS  

Contact Fr. Elijah to make funeral arrangements.  
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS  

Joe carpenter - 4 p.m. Sat. Choir.................................. 414-430 -3425 

Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir.........................  414-541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE  

 At St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219  

    RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children,  

    High School/Confirmation Program and/or  

    RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

 Contact Rita ........................................................................... 414-541-7515, ext. 10 

Sat., Christmas Eve - December 24 
  4:00 p.m.  |  The Parishioners of St. Florian 
  
Sun., The Nativity of the Lord - December 25 
   8:00 a.m.  |  The Parishioners of St. Florian 
 

Mon., St. Stephen, The First Martyr - December 26 
  5:00 p.m.  |  À John Sullivan 
 

Tues., St. John, Apostle & Evangelist  
               - December 27 
   5:00 p.m.  |  À Dick Haas 
 

Wed., The Holy Innocents, Martyrs - December 28 
   8:00 a.m.  |  À Art Kania, Jr. 
 

Thurs., Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
                of the Lord - December 29 
   5:00 p.m.  |  À Brian Sayles 
     

Fri., The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
           - December 30 
  5:00 p.m.  |  Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union 
 

Sat., Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
            of the Lord - December 31 
  4:00 p.m.  |  À Debbi Marki & À Jerome Kaiser 
  
Sun., Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God,  
             the Octave Day of The Nativity of the Lord 
             - January 1, 2023 
  8:00 a.m.  |  The Parishioners of St. Florian 

Prayer & Worship 

Sunday 
Vigil:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/ 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night:  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/ 
Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:  Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
Day:  Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/ 
Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Monday 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/
Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 1:5ð2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/ 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday 
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 
Next Sunday 
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-2 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 ò                                                                 the nativity of the lord  

The true meaning of Christmas is not found in the twinkling lights, the beautifully adorned trees, or the exchanged gifts.  It is 
revealed when we find God along the way of our lives, especially when we feel displaced, desperate, and alone.  Fleeing 
from their home, Joseph and Mary cautiously made their way through the uncertain, complex, and dark paths to a longed-for 
place of safety and welcome.  Not sure where to lay their heads, they created makeshift preparations for the birth of their 
child, the Son of God.  God, who always was, is, and will be, without beginning or end is the one constant in life who sees us 
through difficult and scary times.  Jesus is the light, which enlightens everyone, and comes into the world to show us the 
truth.  It is joyful good news that calms our fears and allows us to go forth into the nighttime of our lives, courageously.  This 
is the meaning of Christmas.  We are never lost or alone.  God is with us, loving us and leading us where we need to be.  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 

December 24 through 
December 30, 2022 

 

In Loving Memory of: 
 

À Brian Sayles 

Observances for the week of December 25, 2022 
Sunday:  The Nativity of the Lord 
Monday:  St. Stephen, First Martyr 
Tuesday:  St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Wednesday:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Thursday:  St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
Friday:  Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Saturday:  St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Yearôs Eve 
Next Sunday:  Mary, The Holy Mother of God, 
                       National Migration Week, 
                       New Yearôs Day, and World Day of Peace 



Prayer & Worship 

Sat., Christmas Eve - December 24 
  No 8:00 am Mass or Confessions 
  3:40 pm Christmas Concert 
  4:00 pm Mass  
     

Sun., The Nativity of the Lord - December 25 
  No 12:00 am  Midnight Mass 
  7:40 am Christmas Concert 
  8:00 am Mass  
 

Mon., St. Stephen, the First Martyr - December 26 
  5:00 pm Mass  
  5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Tues., St. John, Apostle and Evangelist - December 27 
  5:00 pm Mass  
  5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Wed., The Holy Innocents, Martyrs - December 28 
  8:00 am Mass  
  8:30-9:45 am Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Thurs., St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
                - December 29 
  5:00 pm Mass  
  5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Fri., Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
           - December 30   
  5:00 pm Mass followed by Confessions 
  5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Sat., St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Yearôs Eve 
            - December 31 
  No 8:00 am Mass or Confessions 
  4:00 pm Mass  
     

Sun., Mary, The Holy Mother of God; 
             National Migration Week; New Yearôs Day; and  
             World Day of Peace - January 1, 2023 
  8:00 am Mass  

 In December & January, 
Please Pray For . . . 

Michael Borchardt 
Donald Czeszynski 
Susan & Gregg Dufek 

Fr. Ralph-Elias Haddix, OCD 
Carol Kaiser 

Marianna Markowetz 
Netterfield Family 
Rose Redmond 
Karen Rice 
Beverly Schnell 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 ò                                                                 the nativity of the lord  

 

First Reading 
Isaiah prophesied of Godôs 
promise to send ña child to 
usò who will be ña great lightò 

and bring us ñabundant joy and great rejoicing.ò  How will 
you show to others today your joy at the birth of Jesus? 
Second Reading 
Paul teaches Titus that Jesus is ñthe grace of Godò who 
has come to save all people.  In response, we believers 
are called ñto live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this 
age.ò  What makes this challenging to do in our time? 
Gospel 
We hear Lukeôs account of the birth of Jesus.  Luke tells 
us how the message of the angel of the Lord frightened 
the shepherds.  In response, the angel said, ñDo not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people éò  How will your family 
celebrate today the birth of Jesus, our Lord and Messiah? 

Question:  Why do we give gifts at Christmas? 
Answer:  Great events in and of themselves are not tangible.  They occur in life but leave no mark behind, nothing that 
someone could come across and know that something significant occurred. So we mark the event with monuments, holidays, 
gold watches or plaques, making a meaningful event tangible and memorable. 
 

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing.  They mark the occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a bit of the joy of the day 
by allowing us to be both giver and receiver.  Gift-giving sets aside the day as special and different.  The special foods, 
customs, decorations, and gifts all help focus our attention on the importance and meaning of the day and at the same time 
allow us to share personally in its joy and happiness. 
 

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of Christmas in a significant way.  We imitate God in sharing with 
others.  We give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts we give, just as God gives us the gift of his Son.  No wonder we often 
say that the best gifts are those that come from the heart.  Given in love, these presents are wrapped in the best covering of all. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA QUESTION 
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TAKE A 2023 WALL CALENDAR ON 
YOUR WAY OUT OF CHURCH TODAY! 

 

Please take one for your home, work or give one to 
a friend or family member to kindly remind them 

of the Catholic Holy Calendar. 
 

They are available in the back of Church or 
in the Parish Office. 

 

The Calendars are a gift to St. Florian Parish courtesy of 
Bevsek-Verbick Funeral Homes & Cremation Services. 

 

Thank you to Frank, David, and the Staff  
for their generous donation. 

Calendar Raffle Winner  
 

 December 20, 2022   
 

 $25 - Dan Grusczynski 

The 2023 Calendar Raffles are 
available for purchase.  There is a 
$20.00 Entry Fee per calendar. 

Each calendar holder will be entered 
in a total of 61 drawings during the 
year of 2023 with a total payout of 

$2,200.00.  In addition to the weekly $25.00 prize, 
there will also be 9 special drawings of $100.00 each!  
Calendars are available at the SCRIP table, at our 
fundraising events, and at the Parish Office. 

Ticket stubs and payment 
must be received by December 31, 2022. 

 

Thank you for your help in the financial support of 
this annual fundraiser. 

Last week for a calendar raffle!  
those visiting, please request one.  

Scrip news  
SCRIP will not be available in the Parish Office this week. 
If you need any SCRIP, please call Bob Klabunde at 
414-672-1399 to arrange for a purchase.  Thank you. 

As we age, time seems to pass more quickly.  Years seemingly fly by as one holiday flows into the next, January quickly 
becomes December and life maintains its hectic pace.  What do we accomplish in all of that busyness?  Perhaps technology 
is responsible for some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our social media worlds, communicating through texts rather 
than in person, and always connected to world events.  Weôre over stimulated in many ways by information, noise, opinions, 
and ideologies.  Yet, we still find the time to decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gatherings.  We know, 
however, that the true meaning of Christmas is not found in twinkling lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables or 
exchanged gifts.  We are being called to something deeper and more authentic. 
 

Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our lives and not get distracted by the illusions around us.  Our 
worldôs complexity can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, neglected, and unimportant.  Joseph and Mary felt that 
way too.  In the midst of all that captures and intrigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this longing for the anchor of 
faith to keep us grounded and make sense of it all.  Only faith can give us the perspective to see what truly matters in life.  
We discover our divinely blessed humanity.  The uncertain and challenging journey to Bethlehem gives way to the tender 
moments of birth and its embrace.  Christmas softens us and slows us down a bit.  It shows us Jesus as the light who 
enlightens everyone.  It shows us the truth. 
 

The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously.  We 
are never lost or alone.  We need to stop and savor more of lifeôs moments before they slip away in time.  God is with us, 
loving us, and leading us where we need to be.  God is born again and again in every soul willing to give birth to His 
presence.  God connects us and provides us with a place where we feel safe and welcome:  home.  Merry Christmas! 

UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE  

A MONDAY MOMENT ð December 19 ð 
   Following Christôs Light 
 

Let your Word, Father, be a lamp for our feet and a light 
to our path, so that we may understand what you wish to 
teach us and follow the path your light marks out for us. 

ï Evening Prayer, psalm prayer 
 

Two weeks ago, on behalf of the Jesuit Retreat House, I 
received the Peace Light, a continuous flame originating in 
the grotto of Jesusô birth in Bethlehem.  For almost 40 
years, this flame has been shared around the world each 
December to remind people of Christôs message of love, 
peace, friendship, and the deeper meaning of Christmas.  It 
is symbolic of the Light of Christ, promotes peace, 
harmony, and unity among all people of the world from 
every race, ethnicity, and creed. 
 

The small ceremony at which I received the Peace Light 
integrated a line from the Prophet Isaiah and referenced the 
Gospel of John.  It also included the words below. They 
are words worth reading to our hearts, especially as we 
approach the celebration of the Incarnation of the Light of 
the World and Prince of Peace. 
 

This flame is a symbol of peace and friendship. Your faith 
does not have to be like mine and my 
faith does not have to be like yours, 
but the Peace Light reminds us that 
each of us is free to light our own 
flame and that we can live and work 
together in harmony and teach others 
to do the same. It reminds us that even 
though there is still much darkness in 
the world, you and I can overcome 

that darkness to create a peaceful community. 
 

In the coming Christmas season, let us carry within our 
hearts the peace and light of Christ! 

Meditation & photo submitted by 
Fr. Mark Carr, SJ - Executive Director  

 



COMMUNITY News 

Being the Sign 
 

I think the real challenge of evangelization in the modern age is the reality that pretty much everyone has already heard of 
Jesus Christ ð or, at least, they think they have. 
 

To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who shared news of the birth of Jesus with the shepherds had an easy job.  All he had to 
do was announce it. 
 

Our baptism compels us to do the same ð to announce the coming of Christ over and over again, always and everywhere.  
But our audience is not a group of illiterate shepherds in ancient Judea.  Our audience is a world that has heard so much 
about Jesus they often claim weariness of his name.  So how do we do it?  If we walk into a crowd of strangers and tell them 
we want to talk about Jesus, their reaction will probably be either ñI already know about Jesus, thanks,ò or ñIôve heard of 
him, and based on the behavior of those who claim to follow him, Iôm really not interested in hearing more.ò 
 

Because in the end, our very lives are how we ñannounce his salvationò in the present day.  We announce it in our actions to 
strangers.  We announce it in our treatment of people who have wronged us. We announce it in our interactions with those 
who disagree with us. 
 

How long had the coming of the Messiah been foretold to the Israelites? So long that, no doubt, many of them despaired of 
his coming altogether. So, God had to give them a sign: ñYou will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger." 
 

Now we are the sign. 
 

The world has heard of Christ by now. But have they all seen him? Itôs our job to show them.      
ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

GOD IN OUR EVERYDAY MOMENTS 

32nd Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Service 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. 
All Saints Catholic Church, 4051 North 25 Street, Milwaukee 
This yearôs prayer service theme is based on his 1963 communication, 
 

 
 
 

 
Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki will give the prayer and blessing, 
   followed by a keynote address by the Honorable Kori Ashley, County Circuit Judge. 
 

Music will be performed by the All Saints and Community Gospel Choir. 
 1:30 p.m. ï Musical Prelude 
 2:00 p.m. ï Prayer Service  
This prayer service is sponsored by the Black Catholic Ministry Commission of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, the Black  
   and Indian Mission Grant, Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology, and All Saints Catholic Church. 
 

It is organized by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Planning Committee. 
 

Contact Susan McNeil at 414-758-2214 for more information. 

archdiocese EVENT  

Fr. Geneôs Critical Needs List 
 

Winter coats  
Menôs jeans, size 28ò-36ò waistò 
Athletic/tennis/casual shoes 
Winter boots 
Menôs activewear bottoms, 
   especially sweatpants and basketball shorts 
Sweatshirts/hoodies 
New underwear 
 
Warm clothing is especially needed at this time 

 

Father Geneôs Help Center 
5919 West National Avenue, West Allis 

 

Father Geneôs Help Center provides free clothing 
to those in need in the greater Milwaukee area. 

 

To the right you will find a Critical Needs List.  Ҧ    Ҧ    Ҧ    Ҧ 
 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity where you can directly impact 
people in need in the community? 

The Center offers a variety of volunteer positions. 
 

To donate or volunteer, call Jessica Luebbering at 414-258-4357 
or go to:  fathergeneshelp.org 
Volunteers are always welcome! 

 

For more info:  https://www.fathergeneshelp.org/ 

mailto:fathergeneshelp.org?subject=Volunteers
https://www.fathergeneshelp.org/


 In Memory of: 

Nick & Stephanie Adam 
Ralph & Carol Adam 
Frank & Mildred Borovsky 
Jerry Brantner 
Thomas & Rita Burg 
Justin & Alice Cesar 
Chuck Costello 
Carla Dziuba 
Rose Frazier 
Darlene Fry 
James & Leo Fry 
Joan Fry 
Marvin A. Fry 
Marvin B. Fry 
Jean Gannon 
JoAnne Gannon 
Wilbur Gannon 
Janet & Richard Goesch 
Grandmas & Grandpas 
Scott Grapatin 
Magnus & Gloria Gunderson 
Rose Marie Hauser 
Frank Hoeffler 
Jan 
Jeanne 
Joanne 
John 
Art Kania 
James Kauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Kelm 
Dale King 
Ralph Klabunde 
Wilfred & Janice Klabunde 
Kenneth Kuhs 
Matthew Kuilboer 
Mr & Mrs. Lewandowski 
Fr. Philaret Littlefield 
Irene Litzau 
James Litzau 
Fr. John B. Litzau 
Doris Lynch 
Betty Maleshafske 

In Honor of: 

Thomas & Rita Burg 
Catherine Hoeffler 
Jan 
Jeanne 
Joanne 
John 

Homer & Phyllis Mikolajczak 
Michael Mikolajczak 
Mom 
Susie Murray 
David Nehlsen 
Ann Rebholz 
Mr. & Mrs. Ritchie 
John & Marcella Rivard 
Rogelio Roxas 
Brian Sayles 
Don & Rita Sayles 
Pauline & Walter Schroeder 
Sandra Schroeder 
Daniel Schultz 
Angela Sheets 
Alvin & Theresa Sidabras 
Emma Skrabalek 
George Skrabalek 
Pat Snopek 
Mary & Ernie Terrien 
Gilbert & Rose Twaroske 
Trevor Wetselaar 
Jennifer Lee White 
John Wisniewski 
Michael & Anne Wisniewski 
Robb Wucherer 
Gloria & Henry Zelazek 
Edwin & Isabel Zubke 

Thank you to all who memorialized 
or honored a loved one this season. 

May everyone 
have a Merry Christmas. 

2022  CHRISTMAS  FLOWER  OFFERINGS 


