Saint Florian

Under the Care of the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
December 12, 2021 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
PARISH STAFF
Under the Care of the Discalced Carmelite Friars
Phone ................................. 414-383-3565, extension 2
Email ................................. stflorianpastor@gmail.com
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ....................................... 414-383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ........................................... 414-383-2708
Email ....................................... stflorianoffice@gmail.com
Website ................................... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Sue Jens ................................. 414-328-4042
Vice Chair: Lucy Karaba ............................ 414-671-1888
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller ............... 414-671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania ................. 414-672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir ....... 414-430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir ............ 414-541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children,
High School/Confirmation Program and/or
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Contact Rita..................................... 414-541-7515, ext. 10
FUNERALS
Contact Fr. Elijah to make funeral arrangements.
SACRAMENTS
Baptism - Parish registration and parental instruction
required. Please contact the parish office.
Marriage - Please arrange for a date and instructions at
least six months in advance at the parish
office. Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick - Every other odd numbered
month with alternating Sundays and Saturdays - next
being Saturday, January 15, 2022 at the 4:00 p.m. Mass
Last Rites - Contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church)
M, T, Th and F .................................. 5:00 p.m.
followed by Euch. Ad. & Ben. ......... until 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday........................................ 8:00 a.m.
with Euch. Ad. & Ben................... until 9:30 a.m.
Saturday ............................................ 8:00 a.m.
followed by Confessions at ........... 8:30 a.m.
(Confession schedule is subject to change.)
Holy Day Liturgy.............................. 8:00 a.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)
(Daily Masses or Holy Day Masses subject to change.)

CONFESSIONS - (in the Main Church)
Saturday ............................................ 8:30 a.m.
or also by appointment. Please call the Parish Office.
(Confession schedule is subject to change.)
MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY

(our Parish Cluster School) • 414-476-0751
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214
School Website: mqsca.org
Bryanna Hill, Dean of Operations • hillb@mqscateacher.org
Nicholas Lee, Principal • leen@mqscateacher.org

“Please remember St. Florian Parish in your will.”
THE LORD,
YOUR GOD,
IS IN YOUR
MIDST, A
MIGHTY SAVIOR;
HE WILL
REJOICE OVER
YOU WITH
GLADNESS, AND
RENEW YOU
IN HIS LOVE.
~ ZEPHANIAH
3:17

The Third Sunday of Advent

St. Florian Parish - December 12, 2021
Readings for the week of December 12, 2021

December 11, 2021
through

December 19, 2021
Sat., December 11 - St. Damasus I, Pope
8:00 a.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
- Anticipated Third Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian
Sun., December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. † Paul Karpfinger
Mon., December 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
5:00 p.m. † JoAnn Tomm
Tues., December 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest and

Doctor of the Church (Carmelite)

5:00 p.m. † Michael Palm
Wed., December 15 - Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. † Alvin & † Theresa Sidabras
Thurs., December 16 - Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. † Michael Mikolajczak & † Pat Snopek (siblings)
Fri., December 17 - Late Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union
Sat., December 18 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
- Anticipated Fourth Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. † Karen Gilpin
Sun., December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian

ETERNAL FLAME
December 11 - December 17, 2021
In loving memory of:

† Barry Dimoff
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER
December 7, 2021

$25 - Deb Chipman

Sun: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18
Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/
Mt 21:23-27
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23
[7a]/Mt 21:28-32
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and
10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23
Thurs: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b [2a]/
Lk 7:24-30
Fri: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/
Mt 1:1-17
Sat: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25
Next Sun: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/
Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-4

LIVE THE LITURGY
Shout for joy! When was the last time you ever felt like
doing that? Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity,
disappointment, and myriad other human experiences can
rob us of joy. We can never predict what life will bring.
As unsettling as that can often seem, life’s unpredictability
is also the very thing that allows it to be exciting and
adventuresome! We know that life can be difficult, and it
is unrealistic to expect it to be otherwise. God never
promised an easy road. But, when a person truly falls in
love with God and discovers the peacefulness and
assurance of God’s presence, then a depth of understanding
will be brought to everything they do and experience.
Nothing will be able to rob them of joy! When we realize
that God, the King of Israel, is in our midst and with us,
there is no further misfortune to fear. We celebrate the
beauty and wonder of God’s gift of joy today as we ready
ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our
Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged.
There is a power and presence within us, our God,
who has made us, who loves us and who will keep us.
What more do we need? Rejoice!

We still have CALENDAR RAFFLES available.
You or someone you know and love could be one of our
winners in 2022. Consider buying a Calendar Raffle.
The SCRIP table will have them for purchase after the
weekend Masses. They will be available at
the next Fish Fry and at our Breakfast with
Santa event. And as always,
they are for sale in the Parish Office.

ST. FLORIAN PRAYER CIRCLE
A couple more people have joined our
St. Florian Prayer Circle. Thank you.
More help is still needed though.
Contact Dorothea Lannin at 414-232-9995
if you are interested in praying for others or
have prayer intentions for the group.
Welcome to our new Prayer Circle helpers.

The last day to turn in your ticket(s) with

In today’s rocky climate, it may be
difficult to experience joy. Problems
may cloud our life and overshadow the
good things. But when we set our gaze
on the Lord, he can help us find the joy,
and our church can help! Come to
Mass and find a community of people
who love and support one another.
Come to Mass and find joy!

payment is Friday, December 31, 2021.
CATHOLIC QUOTE

GOD’S FIRST LANGUAGE IS

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS

The Third Sunday of Advent

St. Florian Parish - December 12, 2021
In December,
Please Pray For . . .

Sat., December 11 - St. Damasus I, Pope
8:00 am Mass followed by Confessions
Sat., December 11 - Anticipated 3rd Sunday of Advent
10 am-12 pm Drop off for Bake Sale donations in school
3-3:45 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sun., December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass
8:30 am-12:30 pm Breakfast with Santa in school cafeteria
Mon., December 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Tues., December 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest and
Doctor of the Church (Carmelite)
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Wed., December 15 - Advent Weekday
8:00 am Mass
8:30-9:45 am Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Thurs., December 16 - Advent Weekday
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Fri., December 17 - Late Advent Weekday
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
6:00-11:00 pm Card Social in the school cafeteria
Sat., December 18 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 am Mass followed by Confessions
Sat., December 18 - Anticipated 4th Sunday of Advent
3-3:45 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sun., December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass

Donald Czeszynski
Fr. Ralph-Elias Haddix, OCD
Katherine Papa

Pat Piazza
Elizabeth Reineck

CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY MASSES
Christmas Eve Mass
— The Saturday Choir will begin singing 20
minutes prior to the start of the Mass below
— Friday, December 24 at 4:00 p.m.
(Children friendly Mass)
Midnight Mass
— Late Friday, December 24/Early Saturday,
December 25 at 12:00 a.m. Midnight
Christmas Day Mass
— The Sunday Choir will begin singing 20 minutes
prior to the start of the Mass below
— Saturday, December 25 at 8:00 a.m.
— * There will be no vigil Mass for Sunday on the
evening of Saturday, December 25. All Masses
must be Christmas Masses this day.
Regular Sunday Mass
— Sunday, December 26 at 8:00 a.m.
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS
— Friday, December 31 at 5:00 p.m.

SOLEMNITY MASS OF MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD
— Saturday, January 1 at 8:00 a.m.
REGULAR ANTICIPATED SUNDAY MASS
— Saturday, January 1 at 4:00 p.m.
REGULAR SUNDAY MASS
— Sunday, January 2 at 8:00 a.m.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
The Well That Never Dries Up — Depending on how your mood is today, the words of Paul will hit you differently.
“Rejoice always,” he tells us. Well, if your football team is poised to win this weekend or next, maybe you’re really feeling
this vibe. But if you’ve got a long slog at work ahead of you this week and a to-do list that only seems to grow and never
shrink, it may make you grumble. “Rejoice always? Always? When I’m tired? Cranky? When I’m sick of doing and
giving? Thanks, Paul. I’ll be sure to scribble that phrase on a Post-It and stick it to my dashboard for when some entitled
punk inevitably cuts me off on tomorrow’s morning commute.”
When we feel this way, we know it’s time to head back to the well. Think of all the places in Scripture where God
compares His love, His mercy, His salvation to water. And not just any water — living water, water that moves.
God’s strength is not a stagnant puddle sure to evaporate and disappear. It’s water you can keep coming back to.
It’s water that never dries up.
Which is good news for us, because we never stop failing to do what we should, never stop failing to feel the joy and the
compassion and the selflessness we are called to. We need a source of living water if we are going to ‘rejoice always.’
To be everyday stewards, we need a well that never empties.
The fountain of salvation never dries up. There is always more there for us to draw from
It’s a sign of His commitment — so let us, in turn, be committed to Him. ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

3rd Sunday of Advent Reflection — Luke 3:10-18 — Blessed Advent!
Remember last week where we read about this crazy man John "crying out in the desert"? Well, this week
we read about what the people of his time wondered about him. They all asked him "What should we do?"
The crowds were asking, the tax collectors were asking, the soldiers were asking. And he answers each of
them according to the temptation of their particular state in life. To the crowds he says, share of your abundance.
To the tax collectors he says, stop taking more money for yourselves. Only collect from the people what is proscribed.
To the soldiers he says, stop extorting money.
And so, what must we do to prepare? I ask myself if I am sharing from even the little that I think I have.
Do I charge more than a fair price for my work?
If I lend money to anyone, do I expect too much more in return?
I challenge myself this week, and I challenge you, to take some time and think about how we are preparing for the coming
birth of Christ, in history, in today's world, and in the future when he will come to bring all of creation back to the Father.

GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
3rd Sunday of Advent
“From silly devotions and sour-faced
saints, good Lord, deliver us!"
St. Teresa of Avila
We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter
is the best medicine.” In many ways, it
really is. When was the last time you
really laughed? The gift of imagination
allows us to see possible things that are
yet to be. Imagine a world filled with
laughter. We take life too seriously
sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure,
negativity, disappointment, and myriad
other human experiences can rob us of
the joy needed for laughter. God never
promised us an easy road, and we do
have to take the course of our lives
seriously. However, there is a balance
to be sought and a possible joy that can
be brought even to the darkest and most
challenging of encounters.

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that,
“Joy is not found in the material objects
surrounding us but in the inner recesses
of the soul. One can possess joy in a
prison cell as well as in a palace.”
Falling in love with God, who is present
in all of creation, allows us to bring a
depth of understanding to everything we
do and experience. We can more easily
see above and beyond things while
pursuing the only One who can truly
satisfy our hearts. When we realize that
God, the king of Israel, is in our midst
and with us, there is no further
misfortune to fear. We can celebrate
the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of
joy. It is no wonder that many saints
radiate joy and have no reservations
expressing laughter. They are happy
because they have found a pearl of great
price.

We celebrate with joy today with
hearts filled with expectation, wonder,
awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves,
even more excitedly, for the coming of
our Savior. Do not fear and do not be
discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in
a while, why? Something is preventing
you from expressing the magnificence
of your soul and the presence of God
who dwells within. God’s power and
presence within us assures us that we
are loved and kept in that presence.
What more is really needed? Rejoice
and laugh in the presence of God! It
really is the best medicine and a most
perfect way to convince others that God
is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh!
Live your life with joy and serve the
Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is
the sister of charity. Serve the Lord
with laughter.”
©LPi
(St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)

WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some practical tips to prepare myself and my family
that will help us stay grounded in what this holiday is really about? With all the commercialism, it’s easy to stray.
Answer: Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed sense of love and kinship with others. The anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming of the Lord is that kind of event that people have been looking forward to
for generations with fervent hope and desire. It gave them strength and courage as they waited for the coming of the Lord.
We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone laments
the commercial aspects of the season, but as Advent begins, do something to help you be more mindful of the Lord’s
coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the Bible prominently, or read the readings from the Bible assigned to each
day. Postpone the tree and decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals, customs and prayers that
help remind everyone that we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a special celebration of
reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family or society, and visiting the homebound manifest the love of the
Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist the temptation to rush the season. In his own time and in his own way, God will
come. Our task is simply to be watchful and ready.
©LPi
St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr— December 13 — A name that means “light,” St. Lucy (283 – 304) is the patron saint of
those blind or suffering with eye trouble. Not much is known about her life, except that she was determined to
remain a virgin and thus refused marriage. History tells the story of a frustrated suitor who eventually accused St.
Lucy of being a Christian (at crime at the time), and she was executed in Syracuse, Sicily, in the year 304.
Today, we celebrate a number of traditions that incorporate symbolic meaning of St. Lucy as the “bearer” of light
in the darkness of winter. This is particularly seen in Scandinavian countries, with their long dark winters. There,
a young girl dressed in a white dress and a red sash (as the symbol of martyrdom) carries palms and wears a
crown or wreath of candles on her head. In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, girls dressed as Lucy carry rolls and
cookies in procession as songs are sung.
©LPi

DISCALCED CARMELITE SAINT
St. John of the Cross, Our Holy Father, Priest and Doctor of the Church | Solemnity — December 14
Juan de Yepes was born into a poor family in Spain in 1542. After the death of his father, he settled with
his mother and older brother in a fairly large city, Medina del Campo, when John was about nine.
Here John would attend a local boarding school where he was taught to read, write, and serve Mass.
John completed his studies at a Jesuit College when he was 21 years old. Although there were many religious
communities in the city, John chose to enter the order of Our Lady and became a Carmelite. He carried out his
studies for the priesthood at the distinguished University of Salamanca. At age 25 he was ordained a priest and
returned to his hometown to celebrate his first mass.
This visit home would completely change the course of John’s life. Desiring a more solitary and prayerful life, John
planned to leave the Carmelites and become a Carthusian. Fatefully, John met Teresa of Avila who convinced him to
remain a Carmelite and to help her found a monastery of reformed Carmelite friars. Teresa’s zeal and love of the Lord were
contagious, and John was completely convinced and invigorated after this meeting.
The next year, when John was 26 years old, he would trade in his habit for the simpler habit of the reform and would take
the title John of the Cross. He lived with two other friars in a small, run-down house in a place called Duruelo, which could
hardly even be called a town. There, the newly founded Discalced Carmelite Friars would devote themselves to prayer,
penance, and preaching in the nearby towns.
The reform movement would grow with time, causing tensions within the Carmelite order. Eventually John was taken
prisoner and held in a cell in a monastery by the Carmelites who were uneasy about the reform. John of the Cross
spent nine months in this small, dark, room suffering the mistreatment of his brother friars. This was the most significant
period of John’s life. Despite his great suffering he experienced incredible graces of intimacy with God
which would be the source of all of his later spiritual writing.
Hungry, lice-ridden, weak, and psychologically tormented, John was at the point of desperation. He knew he had no choice
but to escape or die. What came next is like the scene from an action movie. In the dark of night he managed to pry the
door to his cell off of its hinges, tie together his blankets, and propel himself down the outside wall of the monastery,
dangling dozens of feet above the sharp rocks below.
He would later write about this fateful dark night in his poetry, relating it to the spiritual dark night that precedes union with
God in the spiritual life. One dark night, fired with loves urgent longings, I went out unseen, my house being now all stilled.
John would spend the remaining years living a humble life of prayer in different monasteries throughout Spain, ministering
to his brother friars, Carmelite nuns, and the laity, and writing his poetry and spiritual treatises that he is so well-known for
today. His writing, can help all of us to make sense out of the suffering and darkness we experience in our own spiritual
journeys. He was canonized in 1726 and declared a Doctor of the Church on the 2nd centenary of his canonization in 1926.
Source: https://ocdfriarsvocation.org/about-us/discalced-carmelite-proper-calendar/december/

Born to Eternal Life
Please remember in your prayers...

† Norma Jean Scheifen
She passed away Friday, December 3.
Her Visitation and Mass of Christian Burial
were held Thursday, December 9 in Church.
Please keep her husband, George; children, Wayne and
Mary Ann; sister, Anna Mae; nephew and niece, Kirk and
Kim; cousins, other relatives and friends in your prayers.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace. Amen.

Born to Eternal Life
Please remember in your prayers...

† Catherine Becker
She passed away Sunday, December 5.
Monday, December 13 is her Visitation, 8:30-10:30 a.m.;
Rosary at 10:30 a.m.; and Funeral Mass at 11:00 a.m.
here at St. Florian’s Parish.
Catherine led a very complete life. Despite enduring much
suffering and many hardships, she continually faced each
new challenge, inspiring friends and family by laughing
through her tears. The prayer of her life was,
“O Jesus, I Trust in Thee.” The 3-o’clock Hour of Mercy
was very important to her. She would receive a daily call
from her mother to pray the Divine Mercy prayer.
She is now eternally joined together with her loving
husband, Mike, and her beloved son, Michael Gabriel;
her two “M & M’s”. Please keep her mother, Camille;
brothers, Tom and Steve; sisters-in-law, Cynthia, Darlene,
and Wendy; 11 nieces and nephews; and 33 grand-nieces
and nephews as well as other relatives and many friends in
your prayers. Interment to follow at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace. Amen.

