
 

 

Saint Florian 
Under the Care of the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 February 14, 2021 ~ The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 

DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church at this time) 
 M, T, Th and F ..................................  5:00 p.m. 

    followed by Euch. Ad. & Ben. ......... until 6:45 p.m. 
 Wednesday .......................................  8:00 a.m. 
  followed by Euch. Ad. & Ben ......  until 9:00 a.m. 
 Saturday ............................................  8:00 a.m. 
  with Confessions at .......................  8:30 a.m. 
 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
    (No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Anticipated Holy Days) 
 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
    (No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days) 

(Daily Masses or Holy Day Masses subject to change.) 

 
CONFESSIONS (in the Main Church)   

 Saturday ............................................  8:30 a.m. 

 
MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY 

 

(our Parish Cluster School) 
 

 1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 
 Jen Vega, Principal • Email:  vegaj@mqscateacher.org                        

School Website:  mqsca.org  
 Email for Registration Information:  floodc@mqscateacher.org 

 
“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

 

PARISH STAFF 
 Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars  383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email ................................stflorianpastor@gmail.com 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3614 
 Phone ................................................ 383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax .................................................... 383-2708 
 Email ..... stflorianoffice@gmail.com 
 Website ............... www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

 (The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.) 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ................ 350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens ........................ 328-4042 
 Trustee/Secretary:  Russell Miller .... 671-2385 
 Trustee/Treasurer:  Sandy Kania ...... 672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 16 
 

 FUNERAL PLANNING 
Contact Fr. Elijah to schedule an appointment 

for pre-planning your’s or a loved one’s funeral. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 

 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    

 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 

 Anointing of the Sick and/or Last Rites 
 Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are 

 interested in a private Anointing at this time.   

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

He said to him, 
“See that you tell no 
one anything, but go, 
show yourself to the 
priest and offer for 

your cleansing what 
Moses prescribed; 

that will be proof for 
them.”  The man 
went away and 

began to publisize 
the whole matter.  

He spread the report 
abroad so that it was 

impossible for 
Jesus to enter 

a town openly. 
 

~ Mark 1:44-45b 

mailto:vegaj@mqscateacher.org
http://mqsca.org/
mailto:floodc@mqscateacher.org


The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - February 14, 2021 

February 13, 2021 
 

through 
 

February 21, 2021 

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 

ETERNAL  FLAME 

   The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, 
proclaims the sacredness of all human 
life.  Everyone created by God is 
fashioned in God’s image and has 
Divine DNA at the center of their soul.  
God never leaves what God creates but 
always remains intimately bound to 
what he has given form.  Everyone has a 
place and because they have received 
the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody 
deserves to feel inferior, unworthy, 
unwanted, unclean or marginalized.  
Even the most broken of souls has a 
place.  We, the Body of Christ, have the 
privilege and responsibility to give 
voice to the voiceless.  The cries of the 
little one in his or her mother’s womb 
are just as sacred as the cries of one who 
is homeless and hungry.  The migrant 
deserves our attention as much as the 
forgotten elderly and even the prisoner, 
with a heart hardened by anger and 
resentment, deserves respect and 
dignity. 
   The Gospel of Life is often hard to 

swallow, and we would rather keep 
those we consider unclean, different or 
unfixable in a place by themselves.  It is 
hard to see them with us, but they 
deserve to be.  There is far too much 
violence in this world and the result of 
that violence is the assault on human 
life.  Many are forced to leave the place 
they call home in search of safer ground, 
finding few if any along the way who 
will help them.  How different today’s 
Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in 
to what was politically correct at that 
time.  The leper would have been turned 
away and a soul, already beaten down 
by disease and fear, would have experi-
enced an even deeper wound.  Jesus 
wouldn’t have captured much attention 
from anyone, nor would he have 
mirrored the Father’s compassion and 
love. 
   Where do we stand with all of this?  
Do we at least understand that God’s 
vision is often in conflict with the vision 
put forth in our world and even the one 

we advance ourselves?  There is no 
doubt that it is incredibly challenging to 
find a place for everyone at the table.  
This challenge is compounded when the 
systems of operation and structure that 
are so ingrained in us affirm power and 
privilege rather than inclusivity and 
justice.  Everything really goes askew 
when the powerful begin to control who 
is entitled to wholeness and inclusion, 
and greed becomes a driving force.  
Prejudice and entitlement raise their 
ugly heads and we find ourselves with 
quite a mess.  It’s time to admit that 
things have been a mess for a very long 
time.  The mess needs to be healed, not 
by erasing it but by allowing God to 
touch it and make it whole.  We need to 
bring God back to the center of life 
where God belongs.  There are no easy 
solutions to the world’s dilemmas.  But, 
knowing that wholeness, healing, and 
dignity are worthy pursuits, we can 
more confidently labor to achieve God’s 
vision. 

GOSPEL  MEDITATION  —  ENCOURAGE  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  SCRIPTURE  

Sat., Feb. 13 - Weekday 

    8:00 a.m.  Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union 
Anticipated Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   4:00 p.m.  † Art Kania, Jr.  
 

Sun., Feb. 14 - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   8:00 a.m.  The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
 

Mon., Feb. 15 - Weekday 

   5:00 p.m.  In Honor of Jesus’ Agony in the Garden 
                        for Violet 
 

Tues., Feb. 16 - Weekday 

    5:00 p.m.  † Paul Karpfinger     

Wed., Feb. 17 - Ash Wednesday 

    8:00 a.m.  The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
   7:00 p.m.  The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
 

Thurs., Feb. 18 - Thursday after Ash Wednesday 
   5:00 p.m.  † Ernie Terrien  

Fri., Feb. 19 - Friday after Ash Wednesday 

   5:00 p.m.  Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union 
 

Sat., Feb. 20 - Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

    8:00 a.m.  † Ernie Terrien 
Anticipated First Sunday of Lent 
   4:00 p.m.  The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
 

Sun., Feb. 21 - First Sunday of Lent 
   8:00 a.m.  † Josephine & † Joseph Fuys 

 

February 13 - February 19, 2021 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

† Paul Karpfinger 

Sun:  Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/ 
         1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 
Mon:  Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/ 
           Mk 8:11-13 
Tues:  Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 
           9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 
Wed:  Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 
          [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thurs:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/ 
            Lk 9:22-25 
Fri:  Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 
Sat:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sun:  Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/ 
                  1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 

 

February 9, 2021 
 

$25 - Lucille Karaba 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 
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In February, 
Please Pray For . . . 

 

Sat., Feb. 13 
8:00 am Mass 
8:30 am Confessions 
10:00 am-12:00 pm Visitation for Michael Palm 
12:00 pm Funeral Mass for Michael Palm 
Sat., Feb. 13 - Anticipated 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass 
  

Sun., Feb. 14 - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass 

 

Mon., Feb. 15 
5:00 pm Mass  
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Tues., Feb. 16  
5:00 pm Mass  
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Wed., Feb. 17 - Ash Wednesday 
8:00 am Ash Wednesday Mass  
   followed by the opportunity for Confessions and 
   Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction until 9:30 am 
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Mass  
Thurs., Feb. 18 
5:00 pm Mass 
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Fri., Feb. 19 
10:00-11:00 am Visitation for Elaine Croft 
11:00 am Funeral Mass for Elaine Croft 
5:00 pm Mass 
5:30-6:45 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction 
 

Sat., Feb. 20 
8:00 am Mass 
8:30 am Confessions 
Sat., Feb. 20 - Anticipated 1st Sunday of Lent 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass 
  

Sun., Feb. 21 - First Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am Mass 

Catherine Becker 
Ralph & Marlene 

Daniels 
David Demos 

Gregg & Susan 
Dufek 

Fr. Larry 
Frankovich, OFM 
Helen Guszkowski 

Joyce Johnson 
Ruth Kressl 

Helen Markowski 
Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield 

Katherine Papa 
Fr. Jeff Prasser 
Mary Priewe 

Elizabeth Reineck 

Brian Sayles 
Lynn Sheng 
Mary Smith 

Cindy Terrien 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

The Unfailing Goodness of God — I have always wondered why Jesus told the cleansed leper not to publicize how he had 
been healed by the Son of God.  It’s not that I can’t understand why Jesus would want to keep the matter quiet — after all, he 

knew that as soon as people heard, he would be mobbed with requests for healings, and his movements restricted. 
 

What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must have realized the leper would not listen to him.  Why give someone a 
command you know they will ignore?  It’s a complicated question, and when I reflect on it, I can’t help but connect it to 

another equally complicated question:  why does God, all-good and all-knowing, allow bad things to happen? 
 

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing.  So when He gives us free will, He knows what we will do with it.  However, He is also 
all-powerful.  He can and will bring good from any situation, any tragedy, or even any instance where someone ignores Him. 

 

Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what Jesus had said?  That’s a heavy question for a Sunday morning! 
But it’s plain to see that, even though this man ignored Jesus’ command, God still used his actions. 

How many were brought to Christ because of the news spread by this leper! 
 

As someone trying to live out a stewardship way of life, what is God requesting of you right now?  ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR  ORDINARY  MOMENTS 

 

The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2 of The Catholic 
Comeback.  See updates below. 

Returning to Sunday Mass 
Phase 2 of the Catholic Comeback Matrix.  

A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass 
remains for grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181). 

 

Learn more here. 

LIVE  THE  LITURGY — 
INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WEEK 

Everybody has a place at the table, and nobody deserves to 
feel inferior, unworthy, unwanted, or marginalized.  It is not 
part of God’s vision.  Jesus came to heal, make things whole, 
set things right, and restore relationships.  No one is to feel 
unwelcome or alienated from the community.  Whether we 
like it or not, this message is at the core of the Gospel.  It 

makes a lot of sense when you think about it.  Perhaps this is 
why people kept coming from everywhere to listen to Jesus 

speak and to be in his presence.  He made perfect sense.  
Most of us have no issue buying into this vision.  We run into 
trouble, however, when we fall into the trap of privilege and 
power.  We diverge from God’s vision when the powerful 

begin to control who is entitled to wholeness and inclusion, 
and greed becomes a driving force.  Prejudice and entitlement 

have no place in the kingdom of God, and even the most 
needy and hurting among us are worthy of the compassion 
Jesus desires to offer.  There are no easy solutions to the 

world’s dilemmas.  But one thing is for certain, no one can be 
singled out, excluded or mistreated.  Everyone matters.  

https://u6042383.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=YFK6kX5oty1UwZA0dOIoyqG-2F24rzRIOgK82sAEtGnQjroqODcUNz55uc8XTzX492d2ID5o-2B-2FZhzZOYB7Buxt9-2F59S0F4MJLx1TZ-2BnBUnMPiQF8KSV1Qx1YTJfZgjapYdcgpqMJVkodzT-2F53gJqcmIx4SsxhK68PENJwPoC-2BE504m65vtzhfZ0Ii7A49NSn2oAmr7_QC
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/COMM/Media-Releases-/SundayObligationMediaRelease-2020-09-15T085133050.pdf?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website


 

Distribution of Ashes on Ash Wednesday 
(February 17) 

 

While Ash Wednesday is not a holyday of obligation 
and while there is no requirement for the clergy and 
faithful to receive the imposition of ashes, it is rightly 
observed as a celebration of high importance, and many 
will surely wish to participate even amid the current 
difficulties.  
 

During this time of pandemic, the Holy See has modified 
the method of distributing the ashes, as outlined in the 
following “Note”:  Prot. N. 17/21  
 

NOTE ON ASH WEDNESDAY 
Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic 

 

The Priest says the prayer for blessing the ashes.  He 
sprinkles the ashes with holy water, without saying 
anything.  Then he addresses all those present and only 
once says the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, 
applying it to all in general:  “Repent, and believe in the 
Gospel”, or “Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return”.  
 

The Priest then cleanses his hands, puts on a face mask 
and distributes the ashes to those who come to him or, if 
appropriate, he goes to those who are standing in their 
places.  The Priest takes the ashes and sprinkles them on 
the head of each one without saying anything.  
 

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, 12 January 2021.  
Robert Card. Sarah  
Prefect  
+Arthur Roche  
Archbishop Secretary  
 

These changes minimize the necessity of physical 
contact between minister and recipient and remove the 
need for the minister to speak while in close proximity to 
the recipient.  The distribution of ashes via sprinkling is 
a common practice in some countries but is not well 
known here.  Therefore, the Committee encourages 
ministers to provide some explanation to the faithful, to 
avoid unnecessary confusion.  
 

Note also that the Book of Blessings provides 
instructions for the distribution of ashes outside of Mass 
(nos. 1656-1678).  

ASH  WEDNESDAY 
INFORMATION 

 

8:00 a.m. Mass and 
Eucharistic Adoration 
with Benediction and 

Confessions 
 

7:00 p.m. Mass 

 

MARY  QUEEN  OF  SAINTS 
CATHOLIC  ACADEMY  NEWS 

We are through our winter MAP testing, winter conference 
and Catholic Schools Week!  Now, if we could only be 
done with winter it would sure make many of us happy. 

As we prepare for a few ‘normal’ weeks, we are also 
preparing our Lenten service project.  This year, we will 
continue to ‘serve’ our community by hosting a peanut 

butter and jelly drive for Feeding America.  Our staff and 
students are always looking for opportunities to ‘give back’. 

If you’d like to make a contribution, you may drop 
it off at the school between 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  As you 
might be aware, this is our enrollment season and we are 
looking for 46 new early childhood age students to enroll. 
You can help us by sharing this information with friends, 

neighbors, and family members.  You can also ‘like’ 
our Facebook page and share it with others.  Feel free to 

mention to them that we have a COVID safe environment. 
We are fortunate that we have not had ANY student cases 
in our school!  If you have any questions, you can call me 
directly at 414-476-0751.  Thank you for your continued 

support and prayers.  Happy Valentine's Day! 
In peace, Jen Vega 

 

Thank you so very much to all of the vol-
unteers who helped out before, 

during and after for the cleanup of our 
most recent Fish Fry.  It was a wonderful 

success despite the bitter cold. 
 

Join us for our next Fish Fry on Friday, 
February 19 from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Our Packer Raffle was quite prosperous as well. 
Thanks to all that helped by donating and buying the 

contents, also those who sold tickets and the many of you 
who bought for a chance to win a great raffle “basket”.  

They are always overflowing with a plethora of goodies. 
 

Our Packer Raffle Winner was: 
 

Mike Cromwell 
 

Congratulations Mike! 

Born to Eternal Life 
 

Please remember in your prayers... 
 

† Brian Sayles 
 

He passed away Wednesday, February 10. 
 

There will be a Visitation at Bevsek Verbick funeral home 
Wednesday, February 17 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

with a Vigil at 7:00 p.m. at their West Allis location. 
 

There will also be a Visitation in Church 
Thursday, February 18 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

 

His Mass of Christian Burial will be in Church 
Thursday, February 18 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Please keep his beloved family members and 
many other family members and friends in your prayers. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  Amen. 



February 14 
 

The Vocation 
of Marriage 

 

When the Catholic 
Church teaches that 
marriage is a Christian 
vocation it is saying that 
the couple’s relationship 

is more than simply their choice to enter a union which is 
a social and legal institution.  In addition to these things, 
marriage involves a call from God and a response from 
two people who promise to build, with the help of divine 
grace, a lifelong, intimate and sacramental partnership of 
love and life.  In Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis writes: 
 

   Marriage is a vocation, inasmuch as it is a response to a     
   specific call to experience conjugal love as an imper 
   fect sign of the love between Christ and the Church.  
   Consequently, the decision to marry and to have a 
   family ought to be the fruit of a process of vocational  
   discernment (no. 72). 
 

The Second Vatican Council teaches that “all Christians 
in whatever state or walk of life are called to the fullness 
of Christian life and to the perfection of charity” 
(Constitution on the Church, n. 40).  The call to marriage 
is a particular way of living the universal call to holiness 
given to every Christian in the Sacrament of Baptism.  
The calls to priesthood or to the vowed religious life are 
other Christian vocations (see St. John Paul II, Familiaris 
Consortio, no. 11).  Along with marriage, all of them 
equally though in different ways, are a response to the 
Lord who says, “Follow me.” 
 

The call to love is “the fundamental and innate vocation 
of every human being.”  In the vocation of marriage – 
something which “is written in the very nature of man 
and woman,” we see that “the love of husband and wife 
becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing love with 
which God loves” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
nos. 1603 and 1604). 
 

A vocation is a personal call. It is offered freely and must 
be accepted freely.  Attraction to a certain way of life or 
to a specific person can be a good sign of being called.  
Most often a person comes to recognize and accept a 
vocation gradually.  This process, sometimes called 
discernment, is an opportunity for growth.  It can be 
helped by prayer and guidance from trusted mentors, 
friends and family. 
 

However, what begins as attraction must deepen into 
conviction and commitment.  Those who are called to the 
married life should be ready to learn what their vocation 
means and to acquire the virtues and skills needed for a 
happy and holy marriage. 
 

The vocation to marriage is a call to a life of holiness and 
service within the couple’s own relationship and in their 
family.  As a particular way of following the Lord, this 
vocation also challenges a couple to live their marriage in 
a way that expresses God’s truth and love in the world. 
 

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.  All rights reserved.  3211 4th Street, N.E., Washing-

ton DC 20017-1194, (202) 541-3000.  
Source:  foryourmarriage.org 

St. Valentine — February 14 
At least three different Saint 
Valentines, all of them martyrs, 
are mentioned in the early mar-
tyrologies under date of 14 
February.  One is described as a 
priest at Rome, another as bish-
op of Interamna (modern 
Terni), and these two seem 
both to have suffered in the 
second half of the third century 
and to have been buried on the 
Flaminian Way, but at different distances from the city.  In 
William of Malmesbury's time what was known to the 
ancients as the Flaminian Gate of Rome and is now the 
Porta del Popolo, was called the Gate of St. Valentine.  The 
name seems to have been taken from a small church dedicat-
ed to the saint which was in the immediate neighborhood.  
Of both these St. Valentines some sort of Acta are preserved 
but they are of relatively late date and of no historical value.  
Of the third Saint Valentine, who suffered in Africa with a 
number of companions, nothing further is known. 
 

Saint Valentine's Day — February 14 
The popular customs associated with Saint Valentine's Day 
undoubtedly had their origin in a conventional belief 
generally received in England and France during the Middle 
Ages, that on 14 February, i.e. half way through the second 
month of the year, the birds began to pair.  Thus in 
Chaucer's Parliament of Foules we read: 
 

      “For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne's day 
       Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate.” 
 

For this reason the day was looked upon as specially 
consecrated to lovers and as a proper occasion for writing 
love letters and sending lovers' tokens.  Both the French and 
English literatures of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
contain allusions to the practice.  Perhaps the earliest to be 
found is in the 34th and 35th Ballades of the bilingual poet, 
John Gower, written in French; but Lydgate and Clauvowe 
supply other examples.  Those who chose each other under 
these circumstances seem to have been called by each other 
their Valentines.  In the Paston Letters, Dame Elizabeth 
Brews writes thus about a match she hopes to make for her 
daughter (we modernize the spelling), addressing the 
favoured suitor: 
 

      “And, cousin mine, upon Monday is Saint Valentine's     
       Day and every bird chooses himself a mate, and if it 
       like you to come on Thursday night, and make 
       provision that you may abide till then, I trust to God 
       that ye shall speak to my husband and I shall pray that  
       we may bring the matter to a conclusion.” 

 

Shortly after the young 
lady herself wrote a letter 
to the same man address-
ing it "Unto my rightwell 
beloved Valentine, John 
Paston Esquire".  The 

custom of choosing and 
sending valentines has 
of late years fallen into 
comparative desuetude. 

 

Source:  newadvent.org 

http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/the-vocation-of-marriage/
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15254a.htm


Presidents’ Day 2021 — February 15 
 

Presidents' Day is a federal holiday 
celebrated on the third Monday in 

February; Presidents' Day 2021 will 
occur on Monday, February 15.  
Originally established in 1885 in 
recognition of President George 
Washington, the holiday became 

popularly known as Presidents' Day 
after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday 

Act, an attempt to create more three-day weekends for the 
nation’s workers.  While several states still have individual 
holidays honoring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham 

Lincoln and other figures, Presidents' Day is now popularly 
viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents, past and present.  

 

What Is Closed On Presidents' Day?  
As a federal holiday, many banks and schools are closed 
in observance of Presidents' Day.  The New York Stock 

Exchange and NASDAQ are closed for trading on  
Presidents' Day.  The post office is not open, 
so there will be no mail delivery Monday and  

non-essential federal workers have the day off.  
Source:  history.com 

(The Parish Office will be open Monday, 9 a.m. -2 p.m.) 

Ash Wednesday — February 17 
 

     Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and 
important holy days in the liturgical calendar.  Ash 
Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer. 
     Ash Wednesday takes place 46 days before Easter 
Sunday, and is chiefly observed by Catholics, although 
many other Christians observe it too. 
     Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish 
tradition of penance and fasting.  The practice includes 
the wearing of ashes on the head.  The ashes symbolize 
the dust from which God made us.  As the priest 
applies the ashes to a person's forehead, he speaks the 
words: 

"Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return." 

 

     Alternatively, the priest may speak the words, 
"Repent and believe in the Gospel." 
     Ashes also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that 
we have sinned and caused division from God. 
     Writings from the Second-century Church refer to 
the wearing of ashes as a sign of penance. 
     Priests administer ashes during Mass and all are 
invited to accept the ashes as a visible symbol of 
penance.  Even non-Christians and the excommunicat-
ed are welcome to receive the ashes.  The ashes are 
made from blessed palm branches, taken from the 
previous year's palm Sunday Mass. 
     It is important to remember that Ash Wednesday is 
a day of penitential prayer and fasting.  Some faithful 
take the rest of the day off work and remain home.  It 
is generally inappropriate to dine out, to shop, or to go 
about in public after receiving the ashes.  Feasting is 
highly inappropriate.  Small children, the elderly and 
sick are exempt from this observance. 
     It is not required that a person wear the ashes for 
the rest of the day, and they may be washed off after 
Mass.  However, many people keep the ashes as a 
reminder until the evening. 
     Recently, movements have developed that involve 
pastors distributing ashes to passersby in public places.  
This isn't considered taboo, but Catholics should know 
this practice is distinctly Protestant.  Catholics should 
still receive ashes within the context of Mass. 
     In some cases, ashes may be delivered by a priest or 
a family member to those who are sick or shut-in. 
      

     Ash Wednes-
day marks the 
beginning of the 
Season of Lent.  
It is a season of 
penance, reflec-
tion, and fasting 
which prepares 
us for Christ's 
Resurrection on 
Easter Sunday, 
through which 
we attain re-
demption. 
 

Source: 
catholic.org 

 

Why We Receive the Ashes 
      

Following the example of the 
Ninevites, who did penance in sackcloth and 

ashes, our foreheads are marked with 
ashes to humble our hearts and reminds us 

that life passes away on Earth. 
We remember this when we are told: 

 

"Remember, Man is dust, and unto dust you shall return." 
 

     Ashes are a symbol of penance made sacramental by the 
blessing of the Church, and they help us develop a spirit of 
humility and sacrifice. 
     The distribution of ashes comes from a ceremony of ages past. 
Christians who had committed grave faults performed public 
penance.  On Ash Wednesday, the Bishop blessed the hair shirts 
which they were to wear during the forty days of penance, and 
sprinkled over them ashes made from the palms from the previ-
ous year.  Then, while the faithful recited the Seven Penitential 
Psalms, the penitents were turned out of the church because of 
their sins -- just as Adam, the first man, was turned out of Para-
dise because of his disobedience.  The penitents did not enter the 
church again until Maundy Thursday after having won reconcili-
ation by the toil of forty days' penance and sacramental absolu-
tion.  Later, all Christians, whether public or secret penitents, 
came to receive ashes out of devotion.  In earlier times, the distri-
bution of ashes was followed by a penitential procession. 
 

The Ashes 
 

The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm 
Sunday celebration of the previous year.  The ashes are 
christened with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to 
incense.  While the ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they 
are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those 
who call on Him with repentant hearts.  His Divine mercy is of 
utmost importance during the season of Lent, and the Church 
calls on us to seek that mercy during the entire Lenten season 
with reflection, prayer and penance.              Source:  catholic.org 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day
https://www.catholic.org/lent/ashwed.php
https://www.catholic.org/lent/ashwed.php


Question:  In today’s digital world, 
do we really need to be face-to-face 

with a priest to confess our sins? 
Would Facetime or Zoom ever be allowed?  

   
Answer:  The question of whether or not 
Catholics can celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation virtually (via social media, by 
phone, or in some other way) is a question that 
has actually been around for several years.  The 

recent COVID-19 pandemic brought the question 
back in a new way, especially as many parishes 

were forced to introduce a sort of 
“social distanced” confession, 

with the sacrament being celebrated outdoors. 
 

In reflecting on this question, however, there are 
a couple points that we want to keep in mind.  
First, as the Code of Canon Law observes in 

different places, the faithful have a right to the 
sacraments of the Church and the Church’s 

ministers have a responsibility to make them 
accessible.  At the same time, however, 

we always have to be sure that we respect the 
nature of the sacraments themselves. 

 

Although modern forms of technology and 
communication can help us in our work of 

evangelization catechesis, the Pontifical Council 
for Social Communication has reminded us that, 

“Virtual reality is no substitute for 
the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 

the sacramental reality of the other sacraments, 
and shared worship 

in a flesh and blood human community. 
There are no sacraments on the internet” 

(The Church and the Internet, no. 9). 
 

Although our encounters with others on the 
internet and via social media can be considered 

“real” in one sense, in the sacraments we 
encounter Christ in a personal and 

ecclesial way.  It is never just a private 
experience but is always grounded in the life of 
the Church and this means that it must truly be 

personal, including the contact between 
the confessor and the penitent.  While the 

convenience or ease of online celebrations might 
be appealing for many reasons, at heart, 

we always want to keep in mind the fullness of 
the Church’s tradition and the meaning of the 

sacraments ultimately, missioning, 
are important and, in the end, an essential part of 

the celebration of the Mass. 

WHY  DO  WE  DO  THAT? — 
CATHOLIC  LIFE  EXPLAINED  
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CARMELITE  RESOURCES  FOR  LENT 

   Thinking about Lenten    
  practices?  ICS Publica- 
  tions is involved in two 
digital initiatives this Lent  

   to help you grow in your relationship with God through prayer.  
 

CarmelCast Season 5 
   This Lent on CarmelCast, join Deacon Pier Giorgio, Br. John-    
   Mary, and Dr. MaryRuth Hackett as they embark on a book  
   study of St. Teresa's The Way of Perfection.  Reading between  
   30 and 40 pages each week, you can finish and understand one  
   of the most influential books about prayer ever written.  St. 
   Teresa of Ávila wrote The Way of Perfection to teach her nuns  
   how to pray.  Her writing is paced like a conversation and full  
   of practical wisdom.  To help you read along with us, we're  
   offering 40% off The Way of Perfection: Study Edition with  
   the promo code CARMELCAST.  See below for more details  
   on this incredible book.  Be sure to subscribe on YouTube or  
   your favorite podcast app.  You can hear more details and see  
   the preview of this new season here. 
 

Carmelite Retreat Online 
   We're also pleased to sponsor the English version of this year's      
   worldwide Carmelite Retreat Online.  Available in 10 
   languages, this year's Lenten theme, "Journey from Dwelling  
   Place to Dwelling Place," also features St. Teresa of Ávila.  
   Daily meditations taken from Scripture and St. Teresa's writings 
   are delivered to your inbox at the beginning of each week. 
   Appearing weekly will be an accompanying reflection from our  
   own Br. Emmanuel, OCD.  You can watch these reflections on  
   our YouTube channel, so be sure to subscribe.  The preview  
   video reflection is already available here.  We are grateful to the  
   Discalced Carmelite Friars of Austria and Paris for inviting us  
   to be apart of this collaborative effort.  
 

Lent Sale 2021 
   Finally, we'll be launching our Lenten sale next week. Promoting  
   the theme of the Lenten resources above, we will be offering  
   discounts on our entire in-stock selection of St. Teresa of Ávila  
   books beginning on Ash Wednesday. 
   Stay tuned for more details! 
 

The Way of Perfection: Study Edition 
St. Teresa of Ávila Translation and 
   Commentary by Kieran Kavanaugh, OCD  
In The Way of Perfection, St. Teresa gives 
practical counsels and advice on prayer, 
destined originally for the nuns who 
embraced the reformed Carmelite life she 
established.  As a handbook for spiritual 
formation, it presented them with the basic 
Christian spirituality undergirding their 
Constitutions and Rule. 
 

The principles and teachings in Teresa's book clearly lend them-
selves to broader applications & can work well in all walks of life.  
 

This study edition—with its introduction, commentary, notes, 
discussion questions, and glossary—provides what is needed to 
assist contemporary readers in making these applications and 
delving more deeply into the text's spiritual riches.  $19.95 / $11.97  

Use promo code CARMELCAST at checkout 
 

Thanks and God bless, 
The Discalced Carmelites of ICS Publications 

Source:  icspublications.org 
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https://www.icspublications.org/


A parishioner currently has a Lower 2 Bedroom duplex 
apartment for rent in St. Florian’s neighborhood. 

The entire unit has been just redone. 
The security deposit is $900 and the monthly rent is $900. 

Please call Bill at 414-698-9108 with further questions.   

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally 2021:  Fiat  
In-Person Experience ($15/person- space is limited) 

which will be held at:  Holy Apostles Church 
16000 West National Avene, New Berlin 

OR 
Interactive Virtual Experience ($10/person) 

 

Friday, March 12, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Catholic School Edition: 6th-8th grade 

 

Saturday, March 13, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
High School and Middle School Edition: 6th-12th grade   

  

Registration is open now through March 9. 
  

For more details or to register visit: 
www.arisemke.org/wcyr 

 

If you have questions please contact Brian Magliocco 
at brian@arisemke.org or by calling 1-262-409-4774. 

  

Say "yes" to God in a new way and meet Christ 
at this year’s Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally! 

will hold a clearance sale on Wednesday, March 17, 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday, March 20, from 9 

All men's and women's clothing, including coats, suits, 
dresses, athletic, jeans, sweaters and many other items, 

The thrift shop is currently open for shoppers on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY  AREA  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lenten Enrichment at Holy Assumption Parish 
7109 (Church) & 7129 (school) 

West Orchard Street, West Allis 
 

• Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays 
during Lent beginning on Friday, February 19, in church 
following the 8:00 a.m. Mass.  

• The Gospel of St. Mark.  Study what Mark’s 
community was learning about Faith, Hope, Love, and       
Discipleship.  Come to the class that will be held in the 
Hospitality Room of the school building. 
Four Sundays in Lent:  February 28, March 7, 14, and 21, 
9:30 - 10:15 a.m. 
 

Please call Mary at 414-771-9256 with any questions. 

Day of Spirituality  “Holy Humor" 
Redemptorist Retreat Center, 

1800 North Timber Trail Lane, Oconomowoc 
A Retreat Day of Laughter, Reflection & Prayer 

Wednesday, March 3 
Registration at 9:00 a.m. 

with a break provided for lunch. 
 

Come and be surprised at how the 
Scriptures and the Saints have 
embodied humor in ways both 

subtle and not so subtle.  If ever 
there was a time we needed some 
joy and laughter, it is now. The 
Good News is indeed “Good” 

news and is meant to be shared with a smile and a hearty 
helping of joy.  A glum Christian is a contradiction. 

The virtue of humility demands that we laugh 
at ourselves and the crazy things we do as humans. 

When you come, please bring your most embarrassing 
moment and a photo of something that brings a smile. 

 

Facilitator, Fred Hang, is the Pastoral Associate at St. 
James parish in Franklin.  Fred has years of experience in 
leading retreats, education, and small group facilitation. 

    

Suggested Free Will Offering of $10 appreciated. 
 

To register, call 1-262-567-6900. 

4 Stages of Marriage — The 4 stages of marriage are: 
 

(1) Romance, 
(2) Disillusionment, 

(3) Misery, and 
(4) Awakening. 

Many marriages experience 
the first 3 Stages. 

Marriages that end in 
divorce never make it to the 

4th Stage of Awakening.   
 

Don’t give up 
without learning about the 4th Stage of Awakening. 

If your marriage suffers from Disillusionment or Misery, 
please contact Retrouvaille 

(pronounced retro-VI with a long I). 
 

For confidential information about or to register 
for the program beginning with a weekend 

Friday-Sunday, March 12-14, 2021 in Racine, 
please call (414) 502-7685 or email: 

Milwaukee@HelpOurMarriage.org or visit the website 
at http://www.HelpOurMarriage.org  

 

ST. FLORIAN’S FISH FRY 
1215 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee 

414-383-3565 
www.stflorian.org  

 

Friday, 
February 19 

from 
4:30 - 7:00 

p.m. 
in the school 
parking lot.  

Please follow the signs and remain in your car. 
We will come to you.  

 

$11.00 (Cash or Check only please.) 
 

No substitutions.  
1.   Fried Cod with French Fries 
2.   Fried Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes 
3.   Baked Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes 
4. Baked Cod with French Fries 
5. Smelt with French Fries 
 

Dinners will include:  Cole Slaw, Apple Sauce, Rye Bread, 
Butter, Tartar Sauce and Dessert. 

Clam Chowder will also be available (at no extra charge). 
 

Future Drive-Thru Fish Fries are: 
Fridays, March 5 & 19 and Good Friday, April 2, 

4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Our Spring Drive-Thru Chicken Dinner is: 
Sunday, March 14 from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

*Events subject to change  
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