Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
January 24, 2021 ~ The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
PARISH STAFF
Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ..........pastor@stflorian.org
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ................................................ 383-3565, ext. 0
Fax .................................................... 383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ................ 350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens ........................ 328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller .... 671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania ...... 672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 16

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church at this time)
Monday - Friday ............................... 5:00 p.m.
followed by Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
until 6:30 p.m.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Anticipated Holy Days)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)
(Daily Masses or Holy Day Masses subject to change.)

CONFESSIONS
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Confession at this time.

HELPING HANDS
Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

FUNERAL PLANNING
Contact Fr. Elijah to schedule an appointment for
pre-planning your funeral or a loved one’s funeral.
SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Anointing at this time.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

He walked along a little
farther and saw James,
the son of Zebedee, and
his brother John. They
too were in a boat
mending their nets.
Then we called them.
So they left their father
Zebedee in the boat
along with the hired
men and followed him.
~ Mark 1:19-20

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 23, 2021
through

January 31, 2021
Sat., Jan. 23 - Anticipated Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Sun., Jan. 24 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. † Josephine & † Joseph Fuys
Mon., Jan. 25 - Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle
5:00 p.m. In Honor of Jesus’ Agony in the Garden
by Violet
Tues., Jan. 26 - SS. Timothy & Titus, Bishops
5:00 p.m. In Honor of Jesus’ Agony in the Garden
by Linda
Wed., Jan. 27 - St. Angela Merici, Virgin & Religious Founder
5:00 p.m. In Honor of Jesus’ Agony in the Garden
for a Special Soul
Thurs., Jan. 28 - St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest &

St. Florian Parish - January 24, 2021
Readings for the week of January 24, 2021
Sun: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1 Cor 7:29-31/
Mk 1:14-20
Mon: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc,
2 [Mk 16:15]/Mk 16:15-18
Tues: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10 [3]/
Mk 3:31-35
Wed: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 4:1-20
Thurs: Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
Mk 4:21-25
Fri: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40 [39a]/
Mk 4:26-34
Sat: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [cf. 68]/
Mk 4:35-41
Next Sun: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/
1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28

CATHOLIC QUOTES

Doctor of the Church

5:00 p.m. † Karen Gilpin
Fri., Jan. 29 - Weekday
5:00 p.m. Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union
Sat., Jan. 30 - Anticipated Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. † Sylvia Brazeau
Sun., Jan. 31 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish

ETERNAL FLAME
January 23 - January 29, 2021
In loving memory of:

† Ernie & † Mary Terrien

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER
January 19, 2021

$25 - Patrick Wight
GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
It was a normal day by all accounts,
but John just wasn’t feeling himself. He
was a little lightheaded and out of sorts.
Later in the afternoon, he experienced a
sharp pain in his chest and arm. Quick
thinking and action brought John to the
emergency department with a diagnosis
of a significant heart attack. Surviving
this ordeal, he found himself face to face
with his cardiologist, having an honest
conversation about things that needed to
change. “I came close to death,” John
found himself thinking. Then came the
remorse. He was a young man with a
loving wife and children who were very
close to facing life without him. John
found himself with intense sorrow for
living an unchecked and self-indulgent
life that almost brought him to his
demise. He wanted to change.
We all have our wake-up calls. We

have experiences and encounters that
force us to really think twice about
choices we have made and directions we
have taken. Often, we find ourselves
looking at those we have hurt square in
the eye and wallowing in our
foolishness. We regrettably realize that
we have allowed our needs to lure us
into making some cruel mistakes. We
impulsively say things and flippantly do
things that reveal our unredeemed and
unhealed self. It is a self we stumble
over and try to tame but can’t quite
seem to master and control. Help!
We spin our wheels, naively thinking
that we will somehow, perhaps through
persistence, get ourselves unstuck. But,
we don’t. We just get out of the car,
feeling very helpless, and ignorantly
look at the mess we got ourselves into.
Did we ever think to ask someone for

help? Or, taken the advice of One who
is wiser and avoid this route altogether?
“Come after me,” are words that Jesus
says to all of us. In order to heed his
invitation, we must leave our ego-self
behind and follow.
When we really see and understand
the freedom, peace, justice, and love he
offers, we find ourselves with such
sorrow in our hearts for how foolish and
silly we have been. All the misguided
choices and sinful actions come full
view and we see how risky our random
impassioned behaviors really have been.
Repentance is beautiful. When done
with a sincere and contrite heart, it
directs us to the glory that can be ours,
ignites us with the challenge of living a
life in service of others and reminds us
that all is well.

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Florian Parish - January 24, 2021
In January,
Please Pray For . . .

Sat., Jan. 23 - Anticipated 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sun., Jan. 24 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Mass
Mon., Jan. 25
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Tues., Jan. 26
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Wed., Jan. 27
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting in Carmel Hall
Thurs., Jan. 28
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Fri., Jan. 29
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction
Sat., Jan. 30 - Anticipated 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sun., Jan. 31 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Mass

Catherine Becker Helen Guszkowski
Mary Priewe
Elaine Croft
Ralph Haas
Elizabeth Reineck
Ralph & Marlene
Joyce Johnson
Lynn Sheng
Daniels
Ruth Kressl
Mary Smith
David Demos
Helen Markowski
Cindy Terrien
Gregg & Susan Betty Michalowski
Edie Wurcer
Dufek
Candy Netterfield
Gloria Zelazek
Fr. Larry
Katherine Papa
Bernie Zimney
Frankovich, OFM
Fr. Jeff Prasser

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
“Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Some type of honest
and sincere repentance is necessary for any type of authentic
growth and maturity. We have to come to the realization,
unless we are happy wallowing in immaturity and
superficiality, that the way we have been doing things is not
the best or the healthiest. There isn’t a human being alive
who hasn’t acted foolishly or erratically at the cost of almost
losing a treasured relationship. “Why did I act that way?”
is a question we often ponder after some reflection and
enlightenment. Faith works the same way. Stumbling
through life and bumping up against meaninglessness, a
person can begin to see that something significant is
missing. They see that there is merit to a relationship with
God and an embrace of faith. Before these can take root,
sincere sorrow for past wrong doing, missed opportunities,
errors in judgment, and short sightedness is necessary.
Repentance is necessary. Then having realized
that we were walking in darkness, we can rejoice
that by God’s grace we now see the light.
The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2 of
The Catholic Comeback. See updates below.
Returning to Sunday Mass — Phase 2 of the
Catholic Comeback Matrix. A dispensation to attend Sunday
Mass remains for grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).
Learn more here.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Give Until It Hurts — One of the characteristics of Everyday Stewardship is to be committed —
to persevere daily in a way of life acknowledging that everything belongs to God.
I know, I know. Easier said than done.
Just ask Zebedee. It’s quite an image we get from the Gospel, after all.
“So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him.”
There was Zebedee, about his business, mending nets with his two sons, who were undoubtedly his best workers
— they had to have been more dedicated than the hired men, who worked for wages rather than for family.
And in an instant off they go, following this strange man.
I don’t know about you, but if my kids left me on a hot summer day to finish the lawn by myself, I wouldn’t be too happy.
But Zebedee must have been someone quite special. Perhaps he realized that his sons didn’t belong to him — not really.
They belonged to God, and from the beginning of time, it had been appointed that they would be among the first disciples of
Christ. He passed, he called, they followed, and Zebedee obliged. He simply went back to mending his nets, I imagine.
Zebedee already understood what St. Teresa of Calcutta would say millennia later: “Give until it hurts.”
“You’re wasting my time.” “I’ve done so much for her; she owes me this.” How often do we think things, and even people
and relationships, belong to us? The truth is none of them do. We must be ready, as Zebedee was, to surrender them to God
when He comes walking past. ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

MQSCA
NEWS
Each month our school focuses on a core value.
In December, the value was ‘PEACE’. In Religion class,
the students learned more about the value and how they can
contribute to making the value come alive in our chool.
The students also learned about someone who made an
impact on the world by living out this value. We hope you
enjoy the excerpts below from two students’ reflections:
Amanda Scherr – 8th grade
‘Malala is a person of peace. She worked for peace for a
majority of her lifetime and still is. She gave many
speeches, including one called “How Dare the Taliban Take
Away My Basic Right to Education?”, which was her first
speech at age 11. She also did another speech in the United
Nations that was on her 16th birthday. During this speech,
she explained the Taliban attack and how they banned equal
education. The Taliban attack made her realize that all girls
deserve an education, and she wanted to fix that. She
created the Malala fund, which is a charity about bringing
equal education to all girls around the world. Within the
first year, she raised over 7 million dollars and opened up
many schools.
All of the work Malala did and is still doing makes the
world a better and more peaceful place. She stood up for
what she believed in and didn’t give up. I bet it was very
scary to go against the Taliban’s rules because they were
very powerful. Her speeches were not to cause fights or
arguments, she just wanted peace. Malala is a huge inspiration for people who want to make a difference in the world.’
Kennedy Lynch – 7th Grade
‘Peace to me means being selfless and achieving a goal you
feel passionate about and hopefully achieving that goal in
life will also help others be happy. I chose Harriet Tubman
because she was really passionate about freeing slaves
because she too was a slave. She went through many
abuses as a child and it's a good thing that she overcame
those abuses didn't give up fighting for what's right.
Through the years of her life she helped many people
escape slavery through the underground railroad. She
successfully freed hundreds of people. She is an amazing,
brave and inspirational person standing up for what she believes in. That is why Harriet Tubman is a person of peace.’
Make it a great day! Jen Vega, Principal
The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle — January 25
St. Paul, named Saul at his circumcision,
a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, was born at
Tarsus, the capitol of Cilicia. He was a
Roman citizen. He was brought up as a strict
Jew, and later became a violent persecutor of
the Christians. While on his way to Damascus
to make new arrests of Christians, he was
suddenly converted by a miraculous apparition of Our Lord.
From a fierce persecutor he became the great Apostle of the
Gentiles. He made three missionary journeys which brought
him to the great centers of Asia Minor and southern Europe,
and made many converts. Fourteen of his Epistles are found
in the New Testament. He was beheaded in Rome around
66 A.D., and his relics are in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside
-the-Walls near the Ostian Way. Source: catholicculture.org

WHY DO WE DO THAT? —
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: Do Catholics always need to receive communion in wafer form, or can it be different kinds of bread?
Answer: In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, the
most common form for the eucharistic bread is the small
white communion “wafer” that is a ubiquitous part of the
Catholic Mass. The instructions of the Church have been
very specific regarding the make-up of the bread used in
the Mass: “The bread used in the celebration of the Most
Holy Eucharistic Sacrifice must be unleavened, purely of
wheat, and recently made … it follows therefore that
bread made from another substance, even if it is grain, or
if it is mixed with another substance different from wheat
to such an extent that it would not commonly be
considered wheat bread, does not constitute valid matter
for confecting the Sacrifice and the Eucharistic
Sacrament” (see Redemptionis Sacramentum by the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of
the Sacraments, no. 48).
The Church’s tradition of using a wheat-based bread is
based on the bread that Jesus would have used at the Last
Supper and is considered to be an essential part of the
“matter” of the Sacrament of the Eucharist.
As we consider the question of whether a “wafer” —
which is properly called a “host” — should be used, we
also must keep in mind that in the Eastern Rites of the
Catholic Church, leavened (i.e. “raised”) bread is more
often used. And so, while the thin, white “wafer” is most
commonly used in the Roman Rite of the Church, the full
expression of the Catholic tradition does allow for a more
substantial form of bread to be used, but the tradition of
using a simple wheat bread with no other additions or
additives is considered essential.
Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops — January 26
Timothy was a native of Lystr,
son of a Jewish woman named
Eunice and a Greek Gentile.
Converted to the faith by St. Paul,
who found in Timothy a very
valuable assistant and companion,
using him on several missions.
Timothy was the great apostle's beloved disciple, like a
son to him. He went everywhere with Paul until he became the first bishop of Ephesus, then Timothy stayed
there to shepherd his people. As St. Paul, Timothy, too,
died a martyr on January 22, 97.
Titus, his other disciple was born a gentile Greek,
apparently from Antioch. Paul took Titus with him to
Jerusalem for the so-called Apostolic Council, where the
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles that freed them
from the constraints of Mosaic Law was solemnly
accepted.
Titus is seen as a peacemaker, generous, hard-working
administrator and a great friend, so Paul freely sent him on
many "missions" to the Christian communities to iron out
difficulties. Further information from the Pastoral Letters
describe that St. Paul made Titus bishop of the island of
Crete, where he stayed until his death. Source: catholic.net

St. Angela Merici, Virgin — January 27
Patron of: Bodily ills; disabled people;
handicapped people; illness;
loss of parents; physically challenged
people; sick people; sickness.
The saint was born in 1474 in the diocese
of Verona. Early in life she dedicated
herself to Christ as His bride. After the
death of her parents, she desired to live
solely for God in quiet and solitude, but her
uncle insisted that she manage his
household. She renounced her patrimony in order to
observe most perfectly the rule for Franciscan Tertiaries.
During a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1524, she lost her
eyesight temporarily. Pope Clement VII, whom she
visited in Rome, desired her to remain in the Holy City.
Later she founded a society for girls, under the protection
of St. Ursula; this was the beginning of the Ursuline Order.
St. Angela was almost seventy when she died; her body
remained incorrupt for thirty days.
Remarkable phenomena occurred at her burial
in the Church of St. Afra. Source: catholicculture.org
St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and
Doctor of the Church — January 28
Patron of: Academics; against storms; against lightning;
apologists; book sellers; Catholic academies; Catholic
schools; Catholic universities; chastity; colleges; learning;
lightning; pencil makers; philosophers; publishers; scholars; schools; storms; students; theologians; universities;
University of Vigo
Saint Thomas was born at
Roccasecca, Italy in 1225 of the
family of the Counts of Aquino.
At the age of seventeen he
received the habit of the Order
at Naples. He was a
disciple of Saint Albert the
Great, and at the early age of
twenty-five obtained the title of
Doctor at the University of
Paris. He spent his life teaching and writing, deriving as
he said, more light and help from the Crucifix than from
books. His immortal Summa Theologiae is his best known
work. He devoted all of his energy to the service of truth,
eagerly searching it out, lovingly contemplating it, and
imparting it to others through his writing, his teaching and
his preaching. His life was marked by devotion to the
Passion of the Lord, to the mystery of the Eucharist and to
the Virgin Mary, Mother of God. His hymns on the
Blessed Sacrament are among the greatest treasures of the
liturgy. In his humility he declined all worldly honors and
ecclesiastical dignities. He was renowned for his purity.
He died on March 7, 1274, at the Cistercian Monastery of
Fossanova, while on his way to the Council of Lyons. In
1323 he was solemnly canonized by Pope John XXII.
Known as the “Angelic Doctor,” he was declared Doctor
of the Church by Pope Saint Pius V; and by Pope Leo XIII
in 1880 was declared Patron of Catholic Schools. Pope
Pius XI declared him Doctor of the Most Holy Eucharist.
He is Patron of the Confraternity of the Angelic Warfare.
Source: dominicanfriars.org

COMMUNITY AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sacred Heart Parish
917 North 49 Street, Milwaukee 414-774-9418
1/2 Block North of Wells Street
Pre-Lenten Curbside Pickup Fundraiser
*** Curbside Pickup Only ***
Sunday, February 14, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Sarma, Chicken, & Sides Available Alacarte
Available through pre-order ONLY
Order due by Friday, February 5 at 12 Noon.
No orders can be taken after the deadline.
Check out the menu, details and order form online — find
links at sacredheartmilwaukee.org or at Facebook Sacred
Heart Croatian Catholic Parish Milwaukee

St. Lawrence Seminary High School

301 Church Street, Mount Calvary, WI 53057
There is an amazing gem of a school in Wisconsin.

100% Catholic, 100% Boys, 100% Boarding:
Located in Mount Calvary since 1860, SLS students live,
learn, work and pray together.
Come explore this vibrant high school experience where
students from around the globe prepare for life after high
school! Individualized and safe options are available for
families to visit. Call 1-920-753-7570 or
visit //www.stlawrence.edu/get-started!

Mrs. Andrea School

Marketing & Admissions Coordinator
aschool@stlawrence.edu
Office: 1-920-753-7512
Cell: 1-920-251-5470
Click here to schedule a video call with me!
OUR MISSION—Inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the example of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Lawrence
Seminary provides a residential college preparatory
education in a living Catholic community nurturing mature,
well-rounded men of faith, who prepare for a life of
ministry as priests, religious and lay leaders
in the Church and world.
OUR VALUES ARE:
Spirituality—Fostering a relationship with Jesus that
directs a lifetime
Social Skills—Interacting in an effective, positive and
respectful manner
Knowledge—Pursuing academic, moral and spiritual
depth
Diversity—Building fraternity and community by
respecting and celebrating uniqueness
Humble Commitment—Serving by sacrificing for others
Safe Community—Providing the physical and
emotional freedom that assists
learning, growing and exploring

Must Catholics refuse a COVID-19 vaccine
made with a cell line from an abortion?
The Catholic Spirit | Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk | December 10, 2020

In the wake of announcements from multiple pharmaceutical companies about safe and effective COVID-19
vaccines, many are expressing ethical doubts about whether it is OK to take these vaccines. Do Catholics have a
moral duty to decline an inoculation if it was unethically produced using a cell line that came from an abortion?
The short answer is “no.” This has been discussed and explained in several magisterial church documents in recent
years.
In 2008, for example, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith reminded us in the Instruction Dignitas Personae
that:
“Grave reasons may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such ‘biological material.’
Thus, for example, danger to the health of children could permit parents to use a vaccine
which was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in mind that everyone
has the duty to make known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare system
make other types of vaccines available.”
For a serious reason, therefore, Catholics may receive a COVID-19 vaccine having an association with abortion, and a
serious reason could include a threat to one’s health and well being. Those who are elderly or who face co-morbidities
like diabetes, obesity or other significant health conditions are among the highest risk groups for adverse outcomes
from infection, and would clearly have a serious reason.
Included below is information comparing some of the COVID-19 vaccine candidates that may become available in the
U.S. in terms of their association with abortion-derived cell lines, helpfully collated by the Charlotte Lozier Institute and
alphabetically arranged:

Vaccines from Moderna and Pfizer are likely to be among the first to receive emergency approval in the U.S., and do
not rely on cell lines from abortions in the manufacturing process. As such, they appear to be good candidates for
Catholics to use. There is a problem that a cell line from a 1972 abortion was used to carry out some ancillary testing
of those vaccines, but the fact that zero material derived from any cell line from an abortion is present in these
vaccines, that is to say, inside the syringe which actually jabs the patient, is sufficient in the minds of most to assuage
any concern over using them, even if problematic laboratory testing may have taken place along the way.
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If we end up facing a choice among multiple COVID-19 vaccines of similar or equal safety and efficacy, as appears
likely, it will clearly be preferable to choose alternatives with a better ethical profile, i.e. those not associated with, or
less associated with, material derived from abortions.
Suppose, however, that two new vaccines both appeared to be safe during clinical trials. The first vaccine had no
association with abortion, but was only 35% effective at protecting from COVID-19, while the second was more than
90% effective, but was manufactured using a cell line derived from an abortion. In such a case, again, we could
choose the significantly more effective version for the serious reason of danger to our health.
Relying on cell lines from abortions to manufacture a COVID-19 vaccine provokes strong moral objections and some
can and will refuse the vaccines on these grounds. While it is a personal decision of conscience as to whether or not
to accept a vaccine, it is important to be clear that the Church, for her part, does not require us to decline it on such
grounds in the face of serious reasons, as in the situation of an elderly person or someone with multiple health issues
who faces significant risks if they were to contract COVID-19. This fact, of course, in no way absolves or diminishes
the serious wrongdoing of those who used cell lines from abortions to make vaccines in the first place.
Any time we decide to receive an unethically produced vaccine, moreover, we should push back. We need to do our
part in applying pressure on the manufacturer, perhaps by sending an e-mail indicating our objection to the fact that
their vaccine was produced using ethically controversial cell sources, and requesting that they reformulate it using
alternative, non-abortion-related cell sources. Alternatively, we might write a letter to the editor of our local paper
pointing out the injustice of being morally coerced to rely on these cell sources, or take other steps to educate and
inform others.
Such efforts help expand public awareness of the problem and apply real pressure for change. Such efforts can be
more effective (and require more authentic determination on our part) than merely “digging in our heels” or “taking a
stand” and refusing to get vaccinated, which has the negative effect of subjecting us, and others around us, to
heightened risk from various diseases.
While it is too early to know which COVID-19 vaccines will end up becoming available in the U.S., the pandemic is
certain to elevate the profile of abortion-related ethical concerns among the public to a degree not previously seen,
offering a unique opportunity to push for the elimination of these cell lines from future biomedical research and
pharmaceutical development projects.
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See http://www.ncbcenter.org and fathertad.com.
Related:

• Vaccines and other entanglements with abortion
• Should I get vaccinated?
• Is mandating a COVID-19 vaccine ethical?
• COVID-19 vaccine myths

• Accelerating vaccine development
Source: thecatholicspirit.com

DISCALCED CARMELITE SAINT

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

St. Henry de Ossó y Cervelló, Priest — January 27
Henry was born at Vinebre, Catalonia, Spain, on October 16, 1840 and was ordained priest on
September 21, 1867. He was an apostle to young
people in teaching them about their faith and
inspired various movements for the teaching of the
Gospel. As a spiritual director he was fascinated by
St. Teresa of Jesus, the great teacher in the ways of prayer. In the
light of her teaching, he founded the Company of St. Teresa (1876)
dedicated to educating women in the school of the Gospel and
following the example of St. Teresa. He gave himself to preaching
and the apostolate through the printing press. He underwent many
severe trials and sufferings. He died at Gilet, Valencia, Spain, on
January 27, 1896. He was canonized on July 16, 1993, in Madrid,
by Pope John Paul II. Source: ocdfriarsvocation.org

With a donation from the West Milwaukee
Lions Club of $200.00, the collection from
the Poor Boxes and the cash received from
recycling the Aluminum Cans,
we will be sending $330.00
to the St. Vincent de Paul Conference.
The Poor Boxes are in the back of the
Church on both sides by the side aisles.
The aluminum collection bins are at
the bottom of the stairs
on both sides of the Church.
Keep bringing in your aluminum of any
kind, it really adds up.
Thank you
very much.

Statement on the Inauguration of
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., as 46th President of the United States of America
from Most Reverend José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles,
President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
(Jan. 20, 2021)
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/usccb-presidents-statement-inauguration-joseph-r-biden-jr-46th-president-united-states

My prayers are with our new President and his family today.
I am praying that God grant him wisdom and courage to lead this great nation and that God help him to meet the
tests of these times, to heal the wounds caused by this pandemic, to ease our intense political and cultural divisions, and to bring people together with renewed dedication to America’s founding purposes, to be one nation under God committed to liberty and equality for all.
Catholic bishops are not partisan players in our nation’s politics. We are pastors responsible for the souls of millions of Americans and we are advocates for the needs of all our neighbors. In every community across the country, Catholic parishes, schools, hospitals, and ministries form an essential culture of compassion and care, serving
women, children, and the elderly, the poor and sick, the imprisoned, the migrant, and the marginalized, no matter
what their race or religion.
When we speak on issues in American public life, we try to guide consciences, and we offer principles. These
principles are rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the social teachings of his Church. Jesus Christ revealed
God’s plan of love for creation and revealed the truth about the human person, who is created in God’s image, endowed with God-given dignity, rights and responsibilities, and called to a transcendent destiny.
Based on these truths, which are reflected in the Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights, the bishops and
Catholic faithful carry out Christ’s commandment to love God and love our neighbors by working for an America
that protects human dignity, expands equality and opportunities for every person, and is open-hearted towards the
suffering and weak.
For many years now, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has tried to help Catholics and others of
good will in their reflections on political issues through a publication we call Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship. The most recent edition addresses a wide range of concerns. Among them: abortion, euthanasia, the
death penalty, immigration, racism, poverty, care for the environment, criminal justice reform, economic development, and international peace.
On these and other issues, our duty to love and our moral principles lead us to prudential judgments and positions
that do not align neatly with the political categories of left or right or the platforms of our two major political parties. We work with every President and every Congress. On some issues we find ourselves more on the side of
Democrats, while on others we find ourselves standing with Republicans. Our priorities are never partisan. We are
Catholics first, seeking only to follow Jesus Christ faithfully and to advance his vision for human fraternity and
community.
I look forward to working with President Biden and his administration, and the new Congress. As with every administration, there will be areas where we agree and work closely together and areas where we will have principled disagreement and strong opposition.
Working with President Biden will be unique, however, as he is our first president in 60 years to profess the Catholic faith. In a time of growing and aggressive secularism in American culture, when religious believers face many
challenges, it will be refreshing to engage with a President who clearly understands, in a deep and personal way,
the importance of religious faith and institutions. Mr. Biden’s piety and personal story, his moving witness to how
his faith has brought him solace in times of darkness and tragedy, his longstanding commitment to the Gospel’s
priority for the poor — all of this I find hopeful and inspiring.
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At the same time, as pastors, the nation’s bishops are given the duty of proclaiming the Gospel in all its truth and
power, in season and out of season, even when that teaching is inconvenient or when the Gospel’s truths run contrary to the directions of the wider society and culture. So, I must point out that our new President has pledged to
pursue certain policies that would advance moral evils and threaten human life and dignity, most seriously in the
areas of abortion, contraception, marriage, and gender. Of deep concern is the liberty of the Church and the freedom of believers to live according to their consciences.
Our commitments on issues of human sexuality and the family, as with our commitments in every other area —
such as abolishing the death penalty or seeking a health care system and economy that truly serves the human person — are guided by Christ’s great commandment to love and to stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters,
especially the most vulnerable.
For the nation’s bishops, the continued injustice of abortion remains the “preeminent priority.” Preeminent does
not mean “only.” We have deep concerns about many threats to human life and dignity in our society. But as Pope
Francis teaches, we cannot stay silent when nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our country year
after year through abortion.
Abortion is a direct attack on life that also wounds the woman and undermines the family. It is not only a private
matter, it raises troubling and fundamental questions of fraternity, solidarity, and inclusion in the human community. It is also a matter of social justice. We cannot ignore the reality that abortion rates are much higher among
the poor and minorities, and that the procedure is regularly used to eliminate children who would be born with disabilities.
Rather than impose further expansions of abortion and contraception, as he has promised, I am hopeful that the
new President and his administration will work with the Church and others of good will. My hope is that we can
begin a dialogue to address the complicated cultural and economic factors that are driving abortion and discouraging families. My hope, too, is that we can work together to finally put in place a coherent family policy in this
country, one that acknowledges the crucial importance of strong marriages and parenting to the well-being of children and the stability of communities. If the President, with full respect for the Church’s religious freedom, were
to engage in this conversation, it would go a long way toward restoring the civil balance and healing our country’s
needs.
President Biden’s call for national healing and unity is welcome on all levels. It is urgently needed as we confront
the trauma in our country caused by the coronavirus pandemic and the social isolation that has only worsened the
intense and long-simmering divisions among our fellow citizens.
As believers, we understand that healing is a gift that we can only receive from the hand of God. We know, too,
that real reconciliation requires patient listening to those who disagree with us and a willingness to forgive and
move beyond desires for reprisal. Christian love calls us to love our enemies and bless those who oppose us, and
to treat others with the same compassion that we want for ourselves.
We are all under the watchful eye of God, who alone knows and can judge the intentions of our hearts. I pray that
God will give our new President, and all of us, the grace to seek the common good with all sincerity.
I entrust all our hopes and anxieties in this new moment to the tender heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother
of Christ and the patroness of this exceptional nation. May she guide us in the ways of peace and obtain for us
wisdom and the grace of a true patriotism and love of country.

ST. FLORIAN’S

FISH FRY

Friday, February 5 from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. in the school parking lot.
Please follow the signs and remain in your car. We will come to you.
$11.00
No substitutions.
1. Fried Cod with French Fries
2. Fried Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes
3. Baked Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes
4. Baked Cod with French Fries
5. Chicken Tenders with French Fries
Dinners will include: Cole Slaw, Apple Sauce, Rye Bread, Butter,
Tartar Sauce and Dessert (Chicken Tenders come with BBQ Sauce)
Clam Chowder will also be available.
We will also be selling chances to win a "Green Bay Packers 100 Seasons"
2018 Team-Autographed Football along with other Packer items.
Raffle tickets are 3 for $5.
Drawing will be held at conclusion of Fish Fry.
ST. FLORIAN PARISH
1215 South 45 Street (School Parking Lot)
West Milwaukee, WI 53214
414-383-3565
www.stflorian.org
*Event subject to change
ST. FLORIAN’S
GREEN BAY PACKERS
RAFFLE BASKET
RAFFLE TICKETS 3 FOR $5.00
“100 Seasons” 2018 Team Autographed Football
(Certificate of Donation from the Packers is included)
Also included are a Cooler, Handmade Packers Blanket & Pillow plus more.
Tickets will be sold at the Friday, February 5 Drive-Thru Fish Fry.
Drawing to be held at the conclusion of the Fish Fry.

