Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
December 13, 2020 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
PARISH STAFF
Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ...............................................
383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ...................................................
383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ...............
350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens .......................
328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller....
671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania......
672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 16
SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Anointing at this time.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church at this time)
Monday - Friday ............................... 5:00 p.m.
followed by Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
until 6:30 p.m.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Anticipated Holy Days)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)
(Daily Masses or Holy Day Masses subject to change.)

CONFESSIONS
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Confession at this time.

HELPING HANDS
Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

Third Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2020
through

December 20, 2020
Sat., December 12 - Anticipated Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Sun., December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. † Paul Karpfinger
Mon., December 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor
of the Church

5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Tues., December 15 - Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Wed., December 16 - Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Thurs., December 17 - Late Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Fri., December 18 - Late Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. † Kathi Amidzich
Sat., December 19 - Anticipated Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. † Bob Jutz
Sun., December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish

ETERNAL FLAME
December 12 - December 18, 2020
In loving memory of:

† Barry Dimoff
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER
December 8, 2020

$25 - Diane Brazale

St. Florian Parish - December 13, 2020
Readings for the week of December 13, 2020
Sun: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54
[Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/
Mt 21:23-27
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23
[7a]/Mt 21:28-32
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14
[Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23
Thurs: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/
Mt 1:1-17
Fri: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25
Sat: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/
Lk 1:5-25
Next Sun: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
[2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-3

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
What gives you joy? Joy is discovered when we connect
with something or someone very deeply and experience a
dimension of ourselves that material or secular possessions
cannot bring. Joy is stumbled upon when we see our newly
born child for the first time, get caught up in the vastness of
a mountain landscape, and are led out into infinity gazing at
an ocean’s horizon, or being lovingly present with someone
when they are vulnerable and in need. Joy is a profound
experience that in its uniqueness grounds us in ultimate
truth. Did you know that all authentic, profound, and
memorable moments of joy mirror the eternal joy we desire
from God? We can have glimpses of this eternal Divine joy
as we embark upon our earthly journey, mirrored in our
human connections with joy, but experienced directly
during moments of deep prayer. God is the joy of my soul.
Ponder those intense words! You will know moments of
true and real joy by paying attention to your response to the
experience. You will find yourself
rejoicing and saying thank you.
God is the joy of my soul.

GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Did you ever stop and realize that
there is no earthly gain that can ever
really satisfy us? Think of winning the
Lotto. On this side of the winning
ticket, it’s all about the money, the new
car, house, vacations, bank accounts,
and infinite pleasures. The possibility
of acquiring all of these earthly
securities brings us back again and
again to the purchase of a ticket. Then,
one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon.
Then one day, we wake up and realize
that nothing has really changed, and I
am not as satisfied as I thought I was or
would be. I find myself living in my
incompleteness and with my profound
sorrow and grief. I did not find joy.
Glimpses of joy are possible but not
by material means. They are brought to

us through incredible experiences of
connection that bring us face to face
with real and authentic faith, hope, and
love. And, they are glimpses and do not
last. The moment we find ourselves
looking back at them, they are gone, and
we find ourselves remembering the
moment in memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not something
I create, manufacture or even acquire. It
is not able to be purchased. It is a gift.
My need for joy mirrors my need for
eternity, for a Creator who has a claim
on the very essence of who I am and
desires a home within me. As C. S.
Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that
speaks to my very soul and is given as
gift by the God who loves me.
The beauty of Advent is found in
discovering the beauty of the gift of joy.

God has visited his people for no other
reason than to show them where and
how to find joy! All of our human and
earthly joy experiences are always only
glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain
us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the
joy of my soul. Real, Divine
experiences of joy catch us off guard,
make us stop and become aware, bring a
feeling of awe and rightness and have an
eternal Otherness about them. Nothing
created by humans can ever come close
to this. We probably will not fully
realize the truth of all of this until we
actually meet God face to face in heaven
one day. Then, in that sacred moment
when our hearts leap for joy we will
understand what we have been tirelessly
searching for all along. Intense
gratitude will most surely follow.

Third Sunday of Advent

St. Florian Parish - December 13, 2020
In December,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, December 12 - Anticipated Third Sunday of
Advent
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass
Monday, December 14
5:00 pm Mass
6:00-7:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Tuesday, December 15
5:00 pm Mass
6:00-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Wednesday, December 16
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Thursday, December 17
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Friday, December 18
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Saturday, December 19 - Anticipated Fourth Sunday
of Advent
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass with Anniversary Blessings
Sunday, December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass with Anniversary Blessings

The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2
of The Catholic Comeback.
Please see updates below.
Returning to Sunday Mass
Phase 2 of the
Catholic Comeback Matrix.
A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass
remains for grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).
Learn more here.

Catherine Becker
Joyce Johnson
Mary Priewe
Elaine Croft
Ruth Kressl
Elizabeth Reineck
Marlene Daniels Helen Markowski
Lynn Sheng
David Demos
Betty Michalowski
Cindy Terrien
Gregg & Susan
Candy Netterfield
Edie Wurcer
Dufek
Katherine Papa
Gloria Zelazek
Helen Guszkowski Fr. Jeff Prasser
Bernie Zimney

CATHOLIC QUOTE

MQSCA NEWS
Remote learning at MQSCA continues to go well. I’m
incredibly impressed at the continued level of engagement
of our students and the commitment our families have to
assisting their children. There are a few exciting things
happening at school, even without having students in the
building. Cheryl Flood, the office manager organizes the
Christmas gift program each year. This year we are
supporting 30 kids with Christmas gifts and hope to make
their Christmas morning a bit more festive. We are also
happy that we are continuing to offer meals to our families
while they are learning from home. Meals are available for
pick up twice per week for families that signed up. Lastly,
the final Chromebooks have arrived and are now in the
hands of our K4 students. It was worth the wait, as they now
have the touch screens that they need to navigate
online. We are proud to say that ALL of our students now
have the necessary technology They can now connect with
their teacher and classmates remotely. I want to end with a
quick note to the gentleman who met weekly for cards at our
old school site. I miss our weekly chats and miss having
you in the building. I hope you and your families are
healthy and safe and I look forward to connecting with you
as soon as it is safe to do so. I’m still holding you to the
offer to teach me how to play! In peace.
Make it a great day!
Jen Vega, Principal

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
A Constant Companion — As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like Advent,
but all year long. When we talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking about cultivating an awareness of
God being with us at all times. Each day we begin by offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and
hope that the hours that passed gave Him glory.
During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of the
reason for the season. It is during this time of year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to the
Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.”
This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping for gifts in the department store. Be aware
of him when you sit down to watch television specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time and let
his presence fill your every moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear greater fruit and the
joy you experience will be much greater than you could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more
time with those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the Incarnation himself. ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

ST. FLORIAN’S CHRISTMAS MASSES
Additional Masses have been added
to accommodate for social distancing.
Christmas Eve Masses — Thursday, December 24
4:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
12:00 a.m. Midnight
Christmas Day Solemnity — Friday, December 25
8:00 a.m.
ST. FLORIAN’S SOLEMNITY OF MARY MASSES
Anticipated Mass — Thursday, December 31
7:00 p.m.
Solemnity of Mary — January 1
8:00 a.m.
Please join us for this very special season.
ST. FLORIAN’S 2021 CALENDAR RAFFLE
Our 2021 Calendar Raffles are now available for
purchase at the Parish Office during regular business
hours of Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m. For a $20 entry fee, you will have a chance
to win the weekly $25 prize along with 9 special
drawings of $100 each! All winning
tickets are re-entered after each
drawing. The Calendar Raffle makes
a great gift for that hard-to-shop-for
person at Christmas. It’s the gift that
can keep on giving. Many look
forward to finding out who the lucky
winner is each week. Winning names are posted in the
weekly Bulletins and on our website. Ticket stubs and
entry fees must be received by December 31, 2020.

3rd Sunday of Advent — Luke 3:10-18
Blessed Advent!
Remember last week where we read about this crazy man
John "crying out in the desert"? Well, this week we read
about what the people of his time wondered about him.
They all asked him, "What should we do?"
The crowds were asking, the tax collectors were asking,
the soldiers were asking. And he answers each of them
according to the temptation of their particular state in life.
To the crowds he says, share of your abundance.
To the tax collectors he says, stop taking more money
for yourselves. Only collect from the people what is
proscribed. To the soldiers he says, stop extorting money.
And so, what must we do to prepare? I ask myself
if I am sharing from even the little that I think I have.
Do I charge more than a fair price for my work? If I lend
money to anyone, do I expect too much more in return?
I challenge myself this week, and I challenge you,
to take some time and think about how we are preparing
for the coming birth of Christ, in history, in today's world,
and in the future when he will come
to bring all of creation back to the Father.
Thanks to all who supported St. Florian for our Fish Fries
this year in all the ways we did our best to make them work.
They were a great success!
There will be no Fish Fry in January.
Please join us for our next Drive-Thru Fish Fry
on Friday, February 5 from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to bring food out to the cars, take
orders from our guests in their cars and/or to direct traffic.
Please call Russ or the Parish Office if interested.
We use the gym kitchen, so stairs are not used.
* Event subject to change.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: Are Catholics obligated to attend Mass each Sunday, or receive Communion each Sunday?
Answer: The questions about Mass attendance and the reception of Holy Communion are clearly outlined in what are
traditionally called the “Precepts” of the Church. These specific teachings are intended to stand alongside the Ten
Commandments as fundamental practices for Catholics and are outlined in the Code of Canon Law. The obligations related
to Mass attendance and receiving Communion are outlined in the first and third precepts, which we find quoted in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (no. 2042):
The first precept ("You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor") re
quires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as well as the principal liturgical
feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by participating
in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, and by resting from those works and
activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days.
The third precept ("You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season") guarantees as
a minimum the reception of the Lord's Body and Blood in connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and center
of the Christian liturgy.
Rather than seeing these as obligations that are simply to be fulfilled out of a sense of duty, Pope Saint John Paul II reminds
us of the grace that is made available to us when we gather for Sunday celebrations of the Eucharist: “Sunday is the day
which is at the very heart of the Christian life… Time given to Christ is never time lost, but is rather time gained,
so that our relationships and indeed our whole life may become more profoundly human” (Dies Domini, no. 7).

COMMUNITY

AREA

ANNOUNCEMENTS

One of the best metaphors I have heard about our
present challenges is that we are all in the same
storm, but we are in different boats. Even as we
all face the same disease, the disease’s economic
ramifications have not been the same for all.
Sadly, the demands on various ministries throughout the Archdiocese continue. Food pantries are
seeing a 70% or more increase in the numbers
served. At the same time, some regular sources
of support are limited or not available.
The need is great. Your gift to the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee Coronavirus Emergency Fund will
support ministries across our ten counties that are
providing basic needs such as food, rent
assistance and utility payments.

Advent Taizé Prayer
Monday, December 14, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Siena Retreat Center, Sisters of St. Dominic,
5635 Erie Street, Racine
Taizé prayer is a form of prayer originiating in an
ecumenical community of Christian monks in
Taizé, France. For many years, tens of thousands
of pilgrims, especially young people, have joined
the monks for this type of prayer.
Join us for an evening of prayer, silent reflection,
scripture, ritual, and simple meditative chants.
Come share in this beautiful expression of our desire for peace and
oneness for our world.
Freewill offering accepted.
Please call 1-262-898-2590 if you are interested.

A gift of $25 could fill an emergency food
box for a family
A gift of $100 could pay the utility bills for
an elderly person who is struggling
A gift of $150 could help someone who
lost their job meet their rent payment this
month
At this important time, I hope you will prayerfully consider a contribution to the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee Coronavirus Emergency Fund.
Remember, no gift is too small, and every gift is
most appreciated. The ministries supported
demonstrate the Church’s continual service to our
people and communities.
I am grateful for your support. Thank you so much
for responding to the needs of your community in
these challenging times.
Gratefully,
Robert Shelledy
Director Dignity of the Human Person
Coordinator Social Justice Ministry
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

An Advent Retreat with Paul D’Arcy: Taking the New and Unknown Journey
Friday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m. to Sunday, December 20 concluding with the mid-day meal
Siena Retreat Center, Sisters of St. Dominic, 5635 Erie Street, Racine
Advent is much more than preparing for Christmas. It is a time to dwell
on the light hidden in the depths of life, a light that wants to be born
within us. Alfred Delp wrote from his concentration camp that it is “a time
of being shaken awake, and a call to make your path straight.” Richard
Rohr advises us to “let the moment teach you,” adding that “we must be at
least slightly stunned by [its presence].”
Cost of $255 includes $55 non-refundable deposit,
overnight accommodations, and meals.
Paula D’Arcy, author and international retreat leader, is the Founder and
President of the Red Bird Foundation, which supports the growth and spiritual development of all who want to live with a
more open heart, including those in limited circumstances such as individuals in prison or those in great need.
Paula is a former psychotherapist whose personal tragedy led her to reach out to others. Through her retreats and
publications, she is a beacon of hope as we encounter challenges and grief throughout our life.
Please call 1-262-898-2590 if you are interested.

DISCALCED CARMELITE SAINTS AND DOCTORS
St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church — December 14
Saint John was born, probably in 1540, in Fontiveros, near Avila in Spain.
His father died when he was very young and he had to move with his mother
from one place to another, while he tried as best he could to continue his
education and, at the same time, to earn a living. In Medina in 1563 he was
clothed in the Carmelite habit and, after a year's novitiate, was given
permission to follow the unmitigated Carmelite Rule.
He was ordained priest in 1567, after studying philosophy and theology a Salamanca, and, in the same year, he met Saint Teresa of Jesus who, a little while
before, had obtained permission from the Prior General Rossi to found two
communities of contemplative Carmelite Friars (later called the Discalced) in
order that they might help the communities of nuns that she had established.
A year later - during which he travelled with Teresa - on the 28 of November
1568, John became part of the first group of Reformed Carmelites at Duruelo,
changing his name from John of St. Matthias to John of the Cross.
He occupied many different positions within the Reform. From 1572 to 1577
he was general confessor for the monastery of the Incarnation in Avila (not
then reformed but where Saint Teresa was Prioress). In carrying out his
duties, he became involved in an unpleasant dispute within the monastery, a
dispute for which he was considered in some way responsible. As a result, he
was seized and spent about eight months imprisoned in the Carmelite house in
Toledo, from where he escaped in August 1578. During his time in prison, he
composed many of his poems for which, later on, he wrote commentaries in
his celebrated spiritual masterpieces.
After Toledo, he was appointed superior in a succession of houses, until, in
1591, the Vicar General, Nicolas Doria, (the Reform having, by this time,
gained a certain autonomy) dismissed him from all his positions. In the final
years of his life, this was not the only "trial" which came to him who had
given everything to the Reform, but he bore all his trials as a saint. He died
between the 13 and 14 of December 1591 in Ubeda, aged 49 years.
He communicated his spirituality essentially by word of mouth and it was only written down as a result of persistent
requests. The central theme of his teaching, which has made him renowned both within and without the Catholic Church,
concerned the union through grace of man with God, through Jesus Christ: he described a spiritual journey from the very
beginning up to the most sublime level, which consists of the stages of the purgative way, the illuminative way and the
unitive way or, in other words, the stages for beginners, for the proficient and for those who are close to perfection. As Saint
John says - in order to arrive at the All which is God, it is necessary that man should give all of himself, not like a slave but
inspired by love. Saint John's most celebrated aphorisms were: "In the evening of your life you will be judged by your
love" and, "Where there is no love, put love and then you will find love". Canonized by Pope Benedict XIII on the 27 of
December 1726, he was proclaimed a doctor of the Church by Pius XI on the 24 of August 1926. Source: https://ocarm.org/
HOW DOES SCRIP WORK?
The SCRIP program allows St. Florian’s Parish to
purchase gift cards in bulk at a discount. The Scrip
retailers offer discounts varying from 2% to 20%.
Parishioners simply buy Scrip from St. Florian’s, paying
the face value of the Scrip gift card, and St. Florian’s
receives the profit. For example, Pick ‘N Save cards are
available to St. Florian’s
at a 3% discount –
when you purchase a
gift card for $100, the
parish receives $3.
Over the course of a
year, a family that
spends $300 per month
on Pick ‘N Save cards
would generate a profit of $108 for St. Florian’s.
What an easy way for you to help St. Florian’s!
Purchase Scrip in the Parish Office, Monday - Thursday
from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. with cash or check.

