Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
January 3, 2021 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord
PARISH STAFF
Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ...............................................
383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ...................................................
383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ...............
350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens .......................
328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller....
671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania......
672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 16
SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Anointing at this time.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church at this time)
Monday - Friday ............................... 5:00 p.m.
followed by Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
until 6:30 p.m.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Anticipated Holy Days)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)
(Daily Masses or Holy Day Masses subject to change.)

CONFESSIONS
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Confession at this time.

HELPING HANDS
Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. ~ Matthew 2:10-11

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

The Epiphany of the Lord

January 2, 2021
through

January 10, 2021
Sat., January 2 - Anticipated The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 p.m. † Justin & † Alice Cesar
Sun., January 3 - The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Mon., January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
5:00 p.m. Trayvon Richardson
Tues., January 5 - St. John Neumann, Bishop
5:00 p.m. † Michael Mikolajczak
Wed., January 6 - St. André Bessette, Religious
5:00 p.m. Mary Longrie & Callista Toman
Thurs., January 7 - St. Raymond of Peñefort, Priest
5:00 p.m. † George Duncan
Fri., January 8 - Christmas Weekday
5:00 p.m. Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union
Sat., January 9 - Anticipated Baptism of the Lord
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Sun., January 10 - Baptism of the Lord
8:00 a.m. † Josephine & † Joseph Fuys

St. Florian Parish - January 3, 2021
Readings for the week of January 3, 2021
Sun: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Mon: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tues: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44
Wed: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:45-52
Thurs: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/
Lk 4:14-22a
Fri: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/
Lk 5:12-16
Sat: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/
Jn 3:22-30
Next Sun: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11

CATHOLIC QUOTE

ETERNAL FLAME
January 2 - January 8, 2021
In loving memory of:

† Stephen Pedersen

GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob
as he searched frantically on his dimly
lit desk for the current electric bill. “I
know I put it right on top of these papers
this morning!” Growing in frustration
and bordering on anger, he flies stuff
around, moves books and opines why
simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter
his wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it
would help if you put the light on,
dear.” The desk light goes on and lo
and behold, there is the electric bill right
where Bob left it earlier. All it took was
a little light!
We stubbornly refuse to turn on the
lights! Either we are distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied,
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the
above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the
obvious. We would rather live our lives
with the dimmest of lights or even in
total darkness. Why are we afraid to do
something so that we can actually see?

It might help us to find quicker and
better answers to problems, the meaning
of life, relationships, happiness, and
what is ultimate truth. Yet, we stumble
along, moving things from one side to
the other, getting angry, feeling cheated,
being unsettled, resigning ourselves to
the agony of defeat once again.
“And behold, the star that they had
seen at its rising preceded them, until it
came and stopped over the place where
the child was.” The light has come into
the world in the person of Jesus Christ!
We no longer have to fumble in the
darkness. We have been gifted with the
illumination we need to see our way
through things and find what we really
are looking for. All these years later,
however, so many are still reluctant to
accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied,
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the
above. Everyone has their own reason

for not wanting to turn on the switch.
But there are so many answers to so
many of our problems in this humble
Child of Nazareth. A simple birth
teaches us about God’s tender wedded
relationship with humanity. It speaks to
the expanse of God’s salvation across
the globe, and the incarnate Divine
wonders and blessings that are a part of
our life moment to moment. It calls us
to understand the design of world order
God intended as found in the Beatitudes,
the sacredness of every human life and
all of creation and the meaning of things
we struggle with most, like suffering
and death. We have a lot of Good News
to share, not just with a privileged few
but with all the world. All races and
creeds can receive God’s healing word.
God continues to manifest himself even
now! Use the light to find what you are
really looking for!

The Epiphany of the Lord

St. Florian Parish - January 3, 2021
In January,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, January 2 - Anticipated Epiphany of the Lord
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass with Birthday Blessings
Sunday, January 3 - The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am Mass with Birthday Blessings
Monday, January 4
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Tuesday, January 5
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Wednesday, January 6
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Thursday, January 7
10am-12pm Visitation & Funeral for Mary Ann Kania
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Friday, January 8
5:00 pm Mass
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Saturday, January 9 - Anticipated Baptism of the Lord
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, January 10 - Baptism of the Lord
8:00 am Mass

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Coming or Going?
On the way home from the Ash Wednesday service, a young
boy asked his mother, “Is it true that we are made of dust?”
“Yes, darling.”
“And do we go back to dust again when we die?”
“Yes, dear.”
“Wow!” said the boy. “When I said my prayers last night
and looked under the bed, I found someone who is either
coming or going!”

Catherine Becker Helen Guszkowski
Mary Priewe
Elaine Croft
Joyce Johnson
Elizabeth Reineck
Marlene Daniels
Ruth Kressl
Lynn Sheng
David Demos
Helen Markowski
Mary Smith
Gregg & Susan Betty Michalowski
Cindy Terrien
Dufek
Candy Netterfield
Edie Wurcer
Fr. Larry
Katherine Papa
Gloria Zelazek
Frankovich, OFM
Fr. Jeff Prasser
Bernie Zimney

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient
us when we find ourselves in total darkness. Being in
darkness can be unsettling and even a bit unnerving. We
lose our focus and struggle to find our bearings and achieve
balance. On life’s journey we may think we are walking in
the light but are really lingering in darkness. We do not see
the full picture, either because we are distracted,
disinterested, or even apprehensive. Sometimes, we even
choose to close our eyes when the light is readily available
to illuminate our path. Do we really desire to know the truth
of who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has been given to
those who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us the
light to see where we come from, who we are and where we
are going. It also tells us that this Good News is not meant
for just a privileged few but is intended to go out to all the
world. Is this something we want to see?
The Archdiocese is currently
in Phase 2 of
The Catholic Comeback.
Please see updates below.
Returning to Sunday Mass
Phase 2 of the
Catholic Comeback Matrix.
A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass remains
for grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).
Learn more here.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Wise Men See God in the Simple Things — If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a meme going around that
features this quote: “God has a plan for your life. The enemy has a plan for your life. Be ready for both.
Just be wise enough to know which one to battle and which one to embrace.”
There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were,
it wasn’t entirely easy for the Magi to discern which was which.
After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi hospitality and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say so, he
probably flattered them and appealed to every moral weakness he could observe in them. In his palace, they must have felt
great physical comfort — rest and tables of plenty on what was an otherwise long and treacherous journey.
But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a
gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child, born in a stable without any of the
comforts of the world or protections of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt safe.
The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled out for them in a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough to
remember this: God’s plan is often the one that leads us to places of great simplicity, great humility and great love.
Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration. ~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Born to Eternal Life
Please remember in your prayers...

† Audrey Marie Kuenn
She passed away Sunday, December 20
at the age of 90.
Due to Covid-19, a memorial service
will be held at a later date.
Please keep her beloved family members,
other relatives and many friends in your prayers.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.

ANOTHER CHRISTMAS
FLOWER OFFERING
In Memory of:
Sylvia Brazeau
Thank you so much to all of you who donated to
our Christmas Flower Offerings in Memory or
Honor of a loved one. The poinsettias are so
beautiful. Please don’t miss seeing them in church.

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
December 25, 2020

Born to Eternal Life
Please remember in your prayers...

$100 - Rita Godejohn

† Mary Ann Kania

December 29, 2020

She passed away Saturday, December 26.
Visitation will be held Thursday, January 7
from 10:00 - 10:45 a.m. followed by
her Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 a.m.
Please keep her beloved family members,
other relatives and friends in your prayers.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.

$25 - Le Roy Buth
Raffle drawings & much gratitude to all who purchased

FISH FRY NEWS

AVAILABLE SCRIP

Please join us for our next
Drive-Thru Fish Fry
on Friday, February 5
from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to bring food out to the cars, take
orders from our guests in their cars and/or to direct traffic.
Please call Russ or the Parish Office
if interested in volunteering.
We use the gym kitchen on the first floor of the school,
so there are no stairs used.

Remember, besides our Calendar Raffle, SCRIP is
another significant way to help just by doing simple
things like your normal grocery shopping, making gas
purchases or maybe those occasional restaurant visits.
Below is our current inventory of card availability:

* Event subject to change.

Applause to all of the winners of our 2020 Calendar
calendars for our 2020 and 2021 Calendar Raffles.
We appreciate all of the calendar sales as it is a great
fundraiser for our Church. Thank you & Good Luck!

Amazon, Meijer, Pick ‘n Save, Piggly Wiggly, Sendiks,
BP Gas, Kwik Trip, Speedway, Arby’s, Burger King,
Chili’s, Cousin’s, Olive Garden, Outback Steakhouse,
Panera Bread, Red Robin, Starbucks, Subway,
Taco Bell, Texas Roadhouse, Wendy’s, Kohl’s,
Menards, Target, Walgreens and Wal-Mart.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: What is the difference between a chastisement and a punishment?
Answer: The distinction between chastisement and punishment is, in many ways, a subtle one,
but which is still relevant in our Catholic tradition.
First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in Sacred Scripture. Here, we see chastisement as a response by God to
people’s actions that is intended to teach a lesson. As St. John Paul II observed, “chastisement appears to be …
a kind of divine pedagogy, in which the last word is reserved to mercy: He scourges and then shows mercy, casts down to
the depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order to capture
our attention or to highlight how we have not lived out our covenant-relationship with God as we should,
there are times when God uses events in life to draw us back to the quality of relationship or faith that we should have.
The concept of punishment, however, has a different sense. The Catechism of the Church observes that punishment is the
consequence of a damaging action that “has the primary aim of redressing the disorder” and to protect the community and
the common good from further damage or harm (see no. 2266). Although we always hope that someone who is being
punished for a crime or some other harmful action will learn from their actions, punishment isn’t necessarily intended to
teach a lesson in the same way that a chastisement is.
Ultimately, how we make the distinction between chastisement and punishment is a matter of discernment.
As with almost everything in life, our experiences can be an opportunity for grace — or for something less —
depending on how open we are to recognizing the movement of God’s Spirit within them.

The Epiphany of the Lord — January 3
Today the Church celebrates the
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.
"The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is
his, and government and power." With
these words, the Church proclaims that
today's feast brings to a perfect fulfillment
all the purposes of Advent. Epiphany,
therefore, marks the liturgical zenith of the
Advent-Christmas season. — Pius Parsch
Source: catholicculture.org

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious — January 4
Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in New York City
on August 28, 1774 to a prominent Episcopal family, and lost her mother at the age of three. In 1794,
at the age of 19, Elizabeth married William Magee
Seton, a wealthy businessman with whom she had
five children. William died of tuberculosis in 1803,
leaving Elizabeth a young widow. After
discovering Catholicism in Italy, where her husband had died, Elizabeth returned to the United
States and entered the Catholic Church in 1805 in New York.
After a number of difficult years, Elizabeth moved in 1809 to
Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she founded the Sisters of Charity of
St. Joseph’s, the first community for religious women established in
the United States. She also began St. Joseph’s Academy and Free
School, planting the seeds of Catholic education in the United
States. Her legacy now includes religious congregations in the
United States and Canada, whose members work on the unmet
needs of people living in poverty in North America and beyond.
Mother Seton, as she is often called, was canonized in 1975 in St.
Peter’s Square by Pope Paul VI. She was the first citizen born in
the United States to be given the title of “Saint.”
Her remains are entombed in Emmitsburg in the Basilica
at the National Shrine that bears her name.
Source: setonshrine.org

St. John Neumann, Bishop — January 5
Prayers to St. John Neumann
God of the Journey, through the intercession of St.
John Neumann, patron of immigrants, we pray for
those who leave their homelands longing for
freedom and new opportunities.
May they recognize you as their traveling companion and find a
welcome awaiting them.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.
O Jesus, who on earth commanded and practiced a hidden life,
grant that in these our days of pride and outward display, the
example of your servant John Neumann may lead us to follow
your humble ways.
Grant, O Lord, that like your holy bishop we may do all our work
with the pure intention of pleasing you and let not our deeds be
done to win the favor of others but to give glory to our Father in
heaven.
We thank you that our fellow citizen and devoted missionary
bishop is recognized among the saints of your Church in heaven,
and we beseech you, O Lord, to glorify him on earth by granting
the favors we ask through his intercession. Amen.
Source: stjohnneumann.org

St. André Bessette, Religious — January 6
Patron Saint of Family Caregivers
Brother André, born Alfred Bessette, surely is one
of the most popular Quebecois of the 20th century.
Even before he was canonized in 2010, his
reputation for holiness crossed frontiers and
influenced generations of people.
At first assigned to be doorkeeper at Collège
Notre-Dame, he was then named caretaker at that
house of prayer which he shepherded into
existence on Mount Royal. The religious brother
welcomed thousands of distressed people or those
who were looking for a ray of hope. He listened
to them and recommended that
they pray to Saint Joseph in
whom he had full confidence.
Any number of miraculous
healings took place there and
hearts turned toward God.
Today, Saint Brother André
continues to be an inspiration
and a friend for women and
men of any religious practice.
Source: saint-joseph.org

St. Raymond of Peñyafort, Priest — January 7
Born in Barcelona, Spain, St. Raymond of
Penafort was the third Superior-General of the
Domincan Order. He is famous for his work in
the freeing of slaves. He wrote five books
of Decretals which are now a valuable part of the
Canon Law of the Church. The Summa Casuum,
which is about the correct and fruitful administration of the Sacrament of Penance, is the most
notable of his works.
St. Raymond devoted much of his life to helping
the poor. The famous incident which is recounted
in the story of Raymond's life took place when he
went with King James to Majorca. The King
dismissed Raymond's request to return home.
Relying on his faith and love of God, Raymond
walked on the waves to his ship, spread his cloak
to make a sail, made the sign of the cross then
sailed to the distant harbor of Barcelona.
For St. Raymond's feast
we should remember
that, "carolling and story
telling belong to the
whole Christmas season.
Hospitality and giving to
others also must
continue if true
Christmas joy is to
remain. An outing to
which friends are
invited or a party that
includes a round of
carolling become perhaps even more appropriate
with the approach of Epiphany."
— Excerpted from The Twelve Days of Christmas
Source: catholicculture.org

DISCALCED CARMELITE SAINTS
St. Kuriakos Elias of the Holy Family Chavara, Priest — January 4
St. Cyriac (Kuriakos) Elias Chavara co-founder and first prior general of the congregation of the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate. Born at Kainakary in Kerala, India, on February 10, 1805; entered the
seminary in 1818; ordained priest in 1829; foundation laid for the first monastery at Mannanam in
1831; made religious profession in 1855; vicar general of the Syro-Malabar Church from 1861;
cofounder also of the sisters of the congregation of the Mother of Carmel in 1866; defender of ecclesial
unity against the schism of Rochos; worked all his life for the spiritual renovation of the Church in
Malabar; above all a man of prayer; zealous for the Eucharistic Lord; specially devoted to
the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculate. Died at Koonammavu in 1871. Source: ocdfriarsvocation.org
St. Peter Thomas, Bishop — January 8
Born about 1305 in southern Périgord, France, Peter Thomas entered the Carmelite Order at the age of
twenty. He was elected Procurator General of the Order to the Papal court at Avignon in 1345.
In 1354 he was made Bishop of Patti and Lipari, and thereafter often acted as Papal Legate in the
cause of peace and of union with the Eastern Churches. He was translated to the see of Corone in the
Peleponnesus, and made Papal Legate for the East, in 1359; in 1363 he was made Archbishop of Crete;
and in 1364 he became Latin Patriarch of Constantinople. In these offices he distinguished himself as
an apostle of Christian unity. He died at Famagosta in Cyprus, in 1366. Source: ocdfriarsvocation.org
St. Andrew Corsini, Bishop — January 9
Andrew Corsini was born at the beginning of the fourteenth century in Florence, Italy,
where he later became a Carmelite. He was elected Provincial of Tuscany at the General
Chapter of Metz. On October 13, 1349, he became Bishop of Fiesole, and in governing
his diocese he showed outstanding charity, apostolic zeal and prudence,
together with great love for the poor. He died on January 6, 1374.
Source: ocdfriarsvocation.org

Stewardship

*Please prayerfully consider increased contributions
to help minimize our 2020-2021 fiscal deficit.

Actual

Budget

Month of November 2020
Envelopes
10,829
7,680
Offertory
1,772
2,400
End of Year Appeal
0
0
Subtotal
12,601
10,080
Year to Date
Envelopes
42,782
37,440
Offertory
7,030
9,360
End of Year Appeal
14,655
8,000
Subtotal
64,468
54,800
Other Income YTD
Cristo Rey / Carmel Hall
12,500
12,500
Carmel Hall Misc.
10,000
10,000
Cristo Rey Parish Offices
1,005
2,500
All Other Income
12,910
25,750
Total
100,882
105,550
Expenses YTD
Administrative
60,106
81,654
Archdiocese Assessment/
School Support
12,884
11,333
Building & Grounds
28,686
26,225
Other Expenses
10,162
4,083
Total
111,839
123,295
Net Income YTD
Net Income
(10,956)
(17,745)

Over/
(Under)
3,149
(628)
0
2,521
5,342
(2,330)
6,655
9,668

0
0
(1,495)
(12,840)
(4,668)
(21,548)
1,551
2,461
6,079
(11,457)

6,789

