Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
November 29, 2020 ~ First Sunday of Advent
PARISH STAFF
Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ...............................................
383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ...................................................
383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ...............
350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens .......................
328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller....
671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania......
672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 39
SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Anointing at this time.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ......................
Sunday ..............................................

4:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

DAILY MASSES (in the Main Church at this time)
Monday - Friday ............................... 5:00 p.m.
followed by Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
until 6:30 p.m.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Anticipated Holy Days)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(No 5:00 p.m. Daily Mass on Holy Days)
CONFESSIONS
Please contact Fr. Elijah at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Confession at this time.

HELPING HANDS
Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

First Sunday of Advent

November 28, 2020
through

December 6, 2020
Sat., November 28 - Anticipated First Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Sun., November 29 - First Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. † Jo Anne Gannon
Mon., November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle
5:00 p.m. † Jo Anne Gannon
Tues., December 1 - Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Wed., December 2 - Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Thurs., December 3 - St. Francis Xavier, Priest
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Fri., December 4 - St. John Damascene, Priest and
Doctor of the Church

5:00 p.m. Carmelite Perpetual Mass Union
Sat., December 5 - Anticipated Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. † Joseph & † Virginia Hintz
Sun., December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish

ETERNAL FLAME
November 28 - December 4, 2020
In loving memory of:

† Chuck Costello
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER UPDATE
Due to the early publication dates for the November
22 and November 29 bulletins, please look for the
November 24 and the Thanksgiving Day calendar
raffle winners in the December 6 bulletin. Thank you.

St. Florian Parish - November 29, 2020
Readings for the week of November 29, 2020
Sun: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
[4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
Mon: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22
Tues: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/
Lk 10:21-24
Wed: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37
Thurs: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Fri: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31
Sat: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sun: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/
2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Be watchful! Be alert! The core message of Advent cannot
be more direct or simple. As those who are postured in a
spirit of readiness and anticipation, we must always be
attentive and vigilant. We have to be ready not only for the
anticipated arrival of our Lord, but watchful and attentive
to the unexpected visit as well. While we know that the
Christ is coming, we also do not know the exact time.
Cultivating this expectant attitude is the purpose of this
season. It is easy to grow slack, inattentive, and too
self-assured. We can easily deaden ourselves to the wonder
and surprise of God’s presence. We get so absorbed in so
many other distractions that it can seem like Christ’s
second coming, and even Christ’s coming in time are of
lesser importance. When it finally dawns on us that we
have wandered far away from where we need to be, and
lost our attentiveness and focus, we will wonder how this
all happened. We may even try to put the onus on God and
blame God for a lack of involvement or presence.
We are the ones, who through our own choice, put the
distance in our relationship and lost touch.
Now it’s time to come back and perk ourselves up a bit!

GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
You are at the eye doctor and it’s time
for the peripheral vision test. You know
the one. It’s where you put your head
up to a contraption and have to click a
switch every time you see a squiggly
line. If you don’t concentrate and
maintain optimal focus, you will miss
them and skew the outcome of the test.
You can easily find yourself with a
diagnosis that really isn’t accurate!
Concentration and focus are key to
succeeding with this evaluation. They
are also key to developing a healthy,
vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring
our full consciousness to the task,
concentrate with all our might, be
watchful and vigilant, we are not going
to see God’s loving presence flashing
before our eyes!
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s

face it. We can easily get distracted,
focus on nonessential and superficial
things and lose touch with what really
matters. Our attentions wander. We
daydream and even become a bit
overwhelmed and tired. All of the
stresses and demands of life consume us
and we find ourselves constantly trying
to play catch up rather than relishing the
moment of the now. “Now” moments
are so fleeting. They flash before us
like those squiggly lines on a screen.
Present moments go as quickly as they
come but it is important to discover
them and rest in them as often as we
can. Though gone in a flash, these now
moments of encounter with God teach
powerful lessons and offer a grounding
in truth that can be found nowhere else.
It’s the grace of Advent to become

watchful and attentive because we are
never sure when God will surprise us.
God loves surprises and love thrives
on them! God’s now moments of
surprises come as tender instants of
intimate connection where I find
profound peace, experience joy, and rest
in love. These are Advent times
reflective of the now moments when
Christ first was born, when God
surprises us during every time we care
to watch and when the great surprise of
Christ’s second coming dawns upon us
all. But, to discover the grandeur and
experience the awe of these now times,
we have to be ready. We have to want
to be there. We have to believe. And,
we have to have the desire to soak in as
much as we can in the time we have
before us.

First Sunday of Advent

St. Florian Parish - November 29, 2020
In November,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, November 28 - Anticipated First Sunday of
Advent
9-11:00 am Funeral Visitation for Karen Gilpin
11:00 am Funeral Mass for Karen Gilpin
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass in Church
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass in Church
Monday, November 30
5:00 pm Mass in Church
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Tuesday, December 1
5:00 pm Mass in Church
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Wednesday, December 2
5:00 pm Mass in Church
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Thursday, December 3
5:00 pm Mass in Church
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Friday, December 4
4:30-7:00 pm Drive-Thru Fish Fry in School Parking Lot
5:00 pm Mass in Church
5:30-6:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
Saturday, December 5 - Anticipated Second Sunday of
Advent
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings
Sunday, December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings

CATHOLIC QUOTE

Catherine Becker
Ruth Kressl
Elizabeth Reineck
Marlene Daniels Helen Markowski
Lynn Sheng
David Demos
Betty Michalowski
Cindy Terrien
Gregg & Susan
Candy Netterfield
Ernie Terrien
Dufek
Katherine Papa
Edie Wurcer
Helen Guszkowski Fr. Jeff Prasser
Gloria Zelazek
Joyce Johnson
Mary Priewe
Bernie Zimney

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
- CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: When we say the Penitential Act at Mass,
why do we strike our chest three times?
Answer: Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled
with a variety of symbols, some of which also relate to our
gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting,
processing, making the Sign of the Cross).
The custom of striking our breast three times during the
“I Confess” of the Penitential Act of the Mass is
one of those gestures that is loaded with symbolism.
The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the
heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture, especially
texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled contrite
heart” or how God heals broken hearts, binding up our
wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers
like Saint Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome
also refer to this custom in their writings.
Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for
those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign
that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and
failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also
an act of solidarity, recognizing that none of us, regardless
of where we are on our journey of faith, is without fault and
the need for grace and forgiveness.

“The Season of Advent means there is something on the
horizon the likes of which we have never seen before.”
~ Jan Richardson

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
In the Unexpected — “What could happen next?” How many times have you asked yourself that question in the past
year? Though we most often use that expression when things don’t seem to be going our way, this year it has been an
expression of the constant changes to our world which the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought. But we might use the same
expression to explain our feelings of being overwhelmed by blessings and good things, when the stars seem to align just right.
No matter what, we can say with certainty that tomorrow will not go exactly as we envisioned.
Our lives are influenced by so many factors and the world around us is increasingly complex.
Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, maybe we should expect the unexpected.
Living in this manner causes us to cherish more deeply the gifts we have been given. It helps us to live in the present and
become mindful of those around us. Our relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds.
Our stewardship way of life finds new meaning and purpose.
This Advent will not be the same experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen what the coming days and weeks have in
store for each of us. However, no matter what happens, Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to the unexpected. He will
celebrate with us in joy and he will even feel our pain. You can count on the unexpected, but you can also count on Him
to be there with you. He is now and forever, Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the expected in all things unexpected.
~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

OUR LAST FIRST FRIDAY FISH FRY OF 2020
IS ALSO A . . .
We welcome you
Friday, December 4.
We will have fish fries by
DRIVE-THRU ONLY
in the School parking lot
from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Please follow the signs and remain in your car.
We will come to you.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

There will be 5 menu choices:
* No substitutions please
Fried Cod with French Fries
Fried Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes
Baked Cod with Parsley-Buttered Potatoes
Baked Cod with French Fries
Chicken Tenders with French Fries

Dinners will include: Cole Slaw, Apple Sauce,
Rye Bread, Butter, Tarter Sauce and Dessert.
Clam Chowder will also be available.
The cost is $10.00.
Cash, Check or Credit Card accepted.
* Event subject to change.

OUR 2021 CALENDAR RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE
AVAILABLE DURING OUR DRIVE-THRU FISH
FRY. PLEASE ASK THE PERSON TAKING YOUR
ORDER AND THEY WILL GET SOME FOR YOU.
THANK YOU FOR THE SUGGESTION.

ST. FLORIAN’S 2021 CALENDAR RAFFLE
Our 2021 Calendar Raffles are now
available for purchase at the Parish
Office during regular business hours
of Monday through Thursday
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
For a $20 entry fee, you will have a
chance to win the weekly $25 prize
along with 9 special drawings of $100 each!
All winning tickets are re-entered after each drawing.
The Calendar Raffle makes a great gift for that
hard-to-shop-for person at Christmas. It’s the gift that
can keep on giving. Many look forward to finding out
who the lucky winner is each week. Winning names are
posted in the weekly Bulletins and on our website.
Ticket stubs and entry fees must be received
by December 31, 2020.

RECEPTION OF FIRST RECONCILIATION
Congratulations to:

Hailee Rose Cannizzo-Lieg
from St. Florian. She will be celebrating the
Reception of First Reconciliation with her classmates
from the Parish Religious Education class at St. Rita.
The ceremony will take place at St. Rita’s Parish
on Saturday, December 5 at 11:00 a.m.

Born to Eternal Life
Please remember in your prayers...

† Patricia Mary Balistrieri
She passed away Thursday, November 19
and was a member of
St. Florian’s Christian Women Society.
Her family will have a private service.
Please keep her many beloved family members
and friends in your prayers.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.
Please keep Elaine Croft in your
thoughts and prayers.
She was added to our prayer list
after the publication of the
main bulletin. Thank you.

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER
November 24, 2020

$25 - Cheryl Meier
The next bulletin will not be published until Thursday,
December 3, so please look for the Thanksgiving Day and
Tuesday, December 1 Raffle Winners in the bulletin for
the Second Weekend of Advent, December 5 and 6.
Thank you.

MQSCA NEWS
When we opened our doors to in person learning in August,
we made the promise to stay open as long as we were able
to keep our school community safe. Unfortunately, with
the rapid acceleration of community spread and the current
positivity rate, we simply can’t guarantee the safety of the
school community. We have made the difficult decision to
transition to remote learning beginning on November 30
and continuing until at least January 20. We will continue
to provide excellent instruction remotely for all of our
students and will do everything we can to keep our kids
engaged and moving forward. Please keep our school
community in your prayers as we make this transition.
We hope and pray that the pandemic outlook has improved
by mid-January so that we can resume in person learning.
Make it a great day!
Jen Vega,
Principal

The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2 of
The Catholic Comeback. Please see updates below.
Returning to Sunday Mass
Phase 2 of the
Catholic Comeback Matrix.
A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass remains for
grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).
Learn more here.

Question: What’s the story behind the Advent wreath?
Answer: Each season in the liturgical calendar
comes with its own local and regional rituals.
During the Advent season, wreathes adorn church
sanctuaries and family dining room tables. You
may have said Advent wreath prayers in childhood
or taken a turn lighting the candles. The Advent
wreath is full of symbolism about Christ and his coming at
Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that the life of grace doesn’t falter with the changing
seasons. It always remains fresh & new. A circular wreath
reminds us of the eternal, never-ending nature of God’s love.
Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the
One who “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.” We use four candles to represent each week of
Advent. Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of the
season. Purple has historically represented penance and sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. On the
third Sunday of Advent, however, we light a rose color. The
priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is Gaudete
Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On the third
Sunday of Advent, we’re roughly halfway through the season.
The Church chooses the midpoint to remind us to celebrate in
the midst of our anticipation! Whatever the color and
whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to
focus our attention on Christ’s coming at Christmas.
St. Andrew, Apostle — November 30
Catholics worldwide celebrate the feast of St.
Andrew, apostle and martyr. A fisherman from
Bethsaida and brother of Simon Peter,
St. Andrew is said to have spread Christianity in
Russia and Asia minor after Pentecost in the first
century. He was crucified by the Romans in
Greece on an X-shaped cross, which is now his
distinctive symbol as well as the symbol of
Scotland, of which he is the patron.

Source: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/

St. Francis Xavier, Priest — December 3
He was born in the castle of Xavier in Navarre,
Spain in 1506. In 1525 he went to Paris where
he met St. Ignatius Loyola and with whom he
received Holy Orders in Venice in 1537. In
1540 he was sent to evangelize India. He
labored in western India, the island of Ceylon, Malacca,
Molucca Islands, island of Mindanao (Philippines), and
Japan. In 1552 he started on a voyage to China but died on
Sancian Island. Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/
St. John Damascene, Priest and
Doctor of the Church — December 4
He was a learned theologian who carefully gathered together and transmitted to us the teaching
of the Greek Fathers, and is thus one of the most
trustworthy witnesses to oriental tradition. He also wrote
many liturgical hymns still in use today. St. John Damascene died in 749. Leo XIII proclaimed him a Doctor of the
universal Church. Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/

For Catholics, the new Liturgical Year commences with the
first Sunday of Advent. In this new liturgical year, the
Church not only wishes to indicate the beginning of a
period, but the beginning of a renewed commitment to the
faith by all those who follow Christ, the Lord. This time of
prayer & path of penance that is so powerful, rich & intense, endeavors to give us a renewed impetus to truly welcome the message of the One who was incarnated for us. In
fact, the entire Liturgy of the Advent season, will spur us to
an awakening in our Christian life & will put us in a
‘vigilant’ disposition, to wait for Our coming Lord Jesus:
‘Awaken! Remember that
God comes! Not yesterday, not tomorrow, but
today, now! The one true
God, "the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob", is
not a God who is there in
Heaven, unconcerned with
us and our history, but he
is the-God-who-comes.’
The Season of Advent is
therefore a season of vigilant waiting, that prepares
us to welcome the mystery
of the Word Incarnate, who will give the ‘Light’ to the
womb of the Virgin Mary, but essentially this time prepares
us not only to welcome this great event but to incarnate it in
our lives. We could say that the true light enters the world
through the immaculate womb of Mary but it does not stay
there. On the contrary, this light flows out into our dark,
obscure, sinful lives to illuminate them, so that we can become the light that illuminates the world. For this reason,
let us live this time of waiting not only to celebrate a historical memory but to repeat this memory in our lives and in
the service of others. To wait for the Lord who comes,
means to wait and to watch so that the Word of Love enters
inside us and focuses us every day of our lives.
As Blessed John Henry Newman reminded us in a homily
for the Advent Season: “Advent is a time of waiting, it is a
time of joy because the coming of Christ is not only a gift
of grace and salvation but it is also a time of commitment
because it motivates us to live the present as a time of
responsibility and vigilance. This ‘vigilance’ means the
necessity, the urgency of an industrious, living ‘wait’. To
make all this happen, then we need to wake up, as we are
warned by the apostle to the Gentiles, in today's reading to
the Romans: ‘Besides this you know what hour it is, how it
is full time now for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rm 13:11).
We must start our journey to ascend to the mountain of the
Lord, to be illuminated by His Words of peace and to allow
Him to indicate the path to tread (cf. Is 2:1-5). Moreover,
we must change our conduct abandoning the works of
darkness and put on the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to
do God’s work and to abandon the deeds of the flesh
(cf. Rm 13:12-14). Jesus, through the story in the parable,
outlines the Christian life style that must not be distracted
and indifferent but must be vigilant and recognize even the
smallest sign of the Lord’s coming because we don’t know
the hour in which He will arrive (cf. Mt 24:39-44).
Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’) during the month of November
On November 2nd the Church celebrated the Feast of All Souls’ Day. For the month of November, all the faithful are
encouraged to fulfill the solemn spiritual work of praying for the souls of those who have gone before us.
We will commemorate the faithful departed of the Parish who have passed away since last November by having candles lit
for all the weekend liturgies with the name of the faithful departed by each candle on our table of remembrance this month.

All the Faithful Departed from St. Florian’s Parish in the past year

† Judith Banholzer
† Michael Gabriel Becker
† Michael George Becker
† Sylvia Brazeau
† Charles “Chuck” Costello
† Kevin Crowley
† Ross “Dana” Fengier
† Steven Robert Feuling
† David Gamache
† Gloria Gunderson

"The Christian meaning of

† Arlene Horton
death is revealed in the light of
† Margaret Kastelic
the Paschal Mystery of the
† Edward Keever
Death and Resurrection of
† Leroy Krygiel
Christ in whom resides our
only
hope. The Christian who
† Deborah Marki
dies in Christ Jesus is 'away
† Shirley Mlynczak
from the body and at home
† Doris Mueller
with the Lord' (2 Cor 5:8)."
† Sister Colombiere Revelant, CSA
† Clara Satorius
- Catechism of the
Catholic
Church, no. 1681
† Carolyn Toby

Prayer when at the Graveside of a Loved One
Lord Jesus Christ,
by your own three days in the tomb,
you hallowed the graves of all who believe in you
and so made the grave a sign of hope
that promises resurrection
even as it claims our mortal bodies.
Grant that our brother/sister, N., may sleep here in peace

until you awaken him/her to glory,
for you are the resurrection and the life.
Then he/she will see you face to face
and in your light will see light
and know the splendor of God,
for you live and reign forever and ever.
Amen.

DISCALCED CARMELITE MEMORIAL — November 29
Blessed Denis of the Nativity (OCD), Priest & Martyr, Blessed Redemptus of the Cross (OCD), Religious & Martyr
Peter Berthelot was born at Honfleur (Calvados, France) on Dec. 12, 1600, and as a young man
went to sea, visiting Spain, England and America. In 1619 he went to India, where, as
cosmographer and first pilot of the kings of France and of Portugal, he distinguished himself by
his valor and genius. Proof of the latter are his Maritime Tables, sketched with great ability and
preserved in the British Museum (Ms. Sloan 197). In 1635, while in Goa, he took counsel with his
spiritual director, Father Philip of the Most Trinity, and consequently joined the Discalced
Carmelites. He made his profession on December 25, 1636, with the name of Dionysius of the
Nativity. He was ordained a priest on August 24, 1638. According to the testimony of the same
Father Philip, he was an example of virtue to all the religious, both in the novitiate and after his
profession. He was graced with the gift of contemplation; and more than once during prayer he
appeared surrounded by heavenly splendors.
In 1638, the Viceroy Peter da Silva sent Francis de Souza de Castro as ambassador to the sultan of Achén (Sumatra). The
ambassador wished to have Dionysius with him as a spiritual guide as well as a maritime expert and someone versed in the
Malayan language. Father Dionysius, in turn, took as his companion Thomas Rodriguez, who was born in Portugal about
1598 and joined the Carmelites as a lay brother, with the name of Redemptus of the Cross.
The two left Goa with the delegation on September 25, 1638, and after a successful voyage arrived at Achén on October 25.
The joy with which they were received was feigned; they were soon made prisoners. Dionysius and Redemptus were
tormented and tried more than the others, for the purpose of making them renounce their Catholic faith and embrace Islam.
While in prison, Dionysius deprived himself even of necessities in his charity for others, whom he strengthened by his
words, his help and his example. Both were condemned to death: Redemptus was one of the first to die, while Dionysius
was martyred last, as he himself desired, in order to be able to strengthen the others. He was killed on November 29, 1638,
by a sword-blow that split his head in two. Both Carmelites were beatified by Pope Leo XIII on June 10, 1900.
Source: https://ocarm.org/

WHAT IS A JESSE TREE?
Jesse Trees were first used in churches in medieval times. Originally, they were carvings, tapestries, or
stained-glass windows. They were used by the priests to depict episodes from the Bible and as a way
to trace Jesus’ lineage. Most of the people of that period could not read or write, so visual images and
symbols became important to their religious instruction. Eventually, the pictures and symbols became
ornaments and were placed on an unadorned tree branch in anticipation of Jesus’ birth. So, a Jesse
Tree was the first Advent Calendar.
The name “Jesse Tree” comes from the biblical Jesse who was the father of King David. In the Book of
Isaiah, we read, “A shoot will come forth from the stump of Jesse; from his roots, a branch will bear
fruit...and the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him…” Jesus is a descendant of King David, and Christians believe that Jesus is that new branch.
During the 4 Sundays of Advent, 3 different ornaments will be presented at each Mass, for a total of 24
ornaments. Each of them is a symbol of a person or event found in the Bible. Our ornaments include:
Creation, The Fall of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph (son of Jacob), Moses
and the Passover, The 10 Commandments, Ruth and Boaz, Jesse, King David, King Solomon,
the Prophet Samuel, the Prophet Elijah, Jonah, the Prophet Isaiah, Daniel, Mary, Joseph, John
the Baptist, Bethlehem, the Angel’s announcement of Jesus’ birth, and The Infant Jesus.
How many of the images can you recognize? The symbol and Scripture passages are found on the
back of each ornament. Please come to see the ornaments on the table in the back of Church and test
your Biblical knowledge.

COMMUNITY

AREA

FREE REUSABLE MASKS FROM
MILWAUKEE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
City of MKE Free Mask Distribution Program
The Milwaukee Health Department (MHD) is currently giving residents Free Masks. They can pick up masks from
any Milwaukee Public Library, Milwaukee Health Clinics,
and Community Testing Sites. Find their locations
at: milwaukee.gov/masks.
Peace to all, life to all, love to all,
Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee
Cherrie Hanson,
Program Director

Pardeep Singh Kaleka,
Executive Director

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Nathan & Esther Pelz
Holocaust Education Resource Center (HERC) —
HERC's Upcoming Virtual Programs
Tuesday, December 1 • 7:00 p.m. • Facebook Live
Bridging History: Generational Conversations of the
Holocaust with Dr. Werner Richheimer
Sunday, December 6 • 12:00 p.m. • Zoom
Second Generation Survivors Seminar Series:
Forum for Dialogue
Tuesday, December 8 • 7:00 p.m. • Facebook Live

The Takeaway Men: A Virtual Book Talk with Author
Meryl Ain and Moderated by Dr. Rachel Baum

Check out this step-by-step guide for watching with us via
Facebook Live, even if you don't subscribe to Facebook!

