
 

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 October 4, 2020 ~ The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 

If your health allows it, please wear a face covering. 
 

DAILY MASSES 
Our Daily Masses will now be Monday — Thursday 

at 5:00 p.m. in the main Church each week. 
 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS   

 Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are 
 interested in a private Confession at this time.   

 
HELPING HANDS 

 

 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
 

(our Parish Cluster School) 
 

 1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 
 Jen Vega, Principal • Email:  vegaj@mqscateacher.org                        

School Website:  mqsca.org  
 Email for Registration Information:  floodc@mqscateacher.org  

 

PARISH STAFF 
 Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, OCD  383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3614 
 Phone ...............................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ...................................................  383-2708 
 Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website ............... www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 (The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.) 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ...............  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens .......................  328-4042 
 Trustee/Secretary:  Russell Miller....  671-2385 
 Trustee/Treasurer:  Sandy Kania......  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 
 Anointing of the Sick 
 Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are 
 interested in a private Anointing at this time.   

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

“The stone that 
the builders rejected 

has become the 
cornerstone.” 

 

~ Matthew 21:42ab 

mailto:vegaj@mqscateacher.org
http://mqsca.org/
mailto:floodc@mqscateacher.org


The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - October 4, 2020 

October 3, 2020 
 

through 
 

October 11, 2020 

CARMELITE  QUOTE 
 

“I hold that love, where present, 
cannot possibly be content with remaining 

always the same.” 
  

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

Sun:  Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/ 
         Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 
Mon:  Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/ 
           Lk 10:25-37 
Tues:  Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 [24b]/ 
           Lk 10:38-42 
Wed:  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 
Thurs:  Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/Lk 11:5-13 
Fri:  Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk 11:15-26 
Sat:  Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 11:27-28 
Next Sun:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 
                  Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

Readings for the week of October 4, 2020 

 

Sat., October 3 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Anticipated)  
    4:00 p.m.   The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
  

Sun., October 4 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                       
    8:00 a.m.   † Art Kania, Jr.  
 

Mon., October 5 - Blessed Francis Xavier Seelor, Priest 

    5:00 p.m.   Nguyen & Corcoran Families  
 

Tues., October 6 - St. Bruno, Priest & Blessed Marie Rose  
                                                                           Durocher, Virgin 

     5:00 p.m.   Gannon Family 
 

Wed., October 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary 

    5:00 p.m.   † Doris Mueller 
  

Thurs., October 8 - Weekday 

    5:00 p.m.   † Fr. Timothy McGough 
 

Fri., October 9 - St. Denis, Bishop, and Companians, Martyrs; 
                                                     & St. John Leonardi, Priest 

    No Public Mass    † Kathi Amidzich 
 

Sat., October 10 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Anticipated)  
    4:00 p.m.   † Herman Jutz 
  

Sun., October 11 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                       
    8:00 a.m.   The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 

ETERNAL  FLAME 

   Do you ever wonder why things never 
seem to come together?  We see 
glimpses of consistency, equity, justice, 
peace, harmony, and wellbeing, but it 
always falls short.  Human life is still 
expendable and manipulated, people are 
used for personal advancement, 
countries are at war, the economy 
continues to face turbulence, anger and 
frustration are widespread, and 
happiness is the possession of just a few 
and not the many.  Could it be that we 
are serving the wrong kingdom?  We 
keep trying to make our kingdom work 
and find ourselves still scratching our 
heads after repeatedly failed attempts to 
do so.  It is almost as if people are 
saying, “we’ll get it right this time if we 
do … ,” as if some new and secret 
innovation has yet to be tried. 
   We serve God’s kingdom.  We may 
not like hearing that, but it is true.  God 
did not make only a few of us.  God 

made all of humanity and all of 
humanity is called into service.  How 
often do we defer any of our decision 
making to God?  Secular leaders enjoy 
winking at the Sacred Scriptures and 
using them when they advance a cause, 
but are they really listened to?  Even 
those who consider themselves believers 
tend to sift through God’s Word, taking 
what seems to fit and apply and 
discarding the rest.  After all, if we were 
really serving God’s kingdom, we 
would see an abundance of fruit 
testifying to this fact.  But what’s 
growing on the vine is anything other 
than good Gospel-centered fruit. 
   Nothing in this world or the next 
belongs to us.  We have such a hard 
time believing this and live our lives as 
if everything belongs to us.  And, the 
fruit does not lie.  Trees that are 
neglected and not properly fertilized 
reveal that fact.  They cannot keep these 

deep secrets from being discovered.  If 
God’s kingdom was really being served, 
then life would have looked much 
differently after the crucifixion.  By 
now, there would be plenty of fantastic 
fruit to harvest in abundance:  faith, 
hope, love, prudence, temperance, 
justice, and fortitude.  Do we see these 
in abundance around us?  Why not? 
   Still we grapple with ownership, 
privilege, status, and the protection of 
our rights.  It’s all about us and what we 
want, think we need, and expect to 
acquire.  When did this change of focus 
occur?  We may be struggling with this 
since humanity’s day in the garden and 
have never understood that the focus 
cannot be on us and the apple but on 
God and God’s justice.  Maybe the only 
answer is that the Kingdom be taken 
from us and given to someone who is 
willing to do a better job.  Is that the fate 
we really want? 

GOSPEL  MEDITATION  —  ENCOURAGE  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  SCRIPTURE  

 

October 3 - October 9, 2020 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

 † Gene Croft 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 
 

September 29, 2020 
 

$25 - Dr. Robert Meddaugh 

CATHOLIC  QUOTE           
 

“Where the rosary 

is recited 

there will be 

days of 

peace 

and 

  tranquility.” 
 

~ St. John Bosco 

October 



The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - October 4, 2020 
 

 
 

In October, 
 
 

Please Pray For . . . 

Saturday, October 3 - Anticipated 27th Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings 
  

Sunday, October 4 - Twenty-Seventh Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings 

 

* Our Daily Masses will now be Monday — Thursday 
at 5:00 p.m. in the main Church each week. 

A Private Mass will continue to be celebrated without 
an assembly to honor any Mass Intentions on Friday. 

 

Monday, October 5  
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Tuesday, October 6  
11:30 am Staff Meeting in the Parish Office 
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Wednesday, October 7  
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting in Carmel Hall 
 

Thursday, October 8  
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Friday, October 9  
No Public Mass 
 

Saturday, October 10 - Anticipated 28th Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass in Church  
  

Sunday, October 11 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church  

Catherine Becker 
Beth Cesar 

Marlene Daniels 
David Demos 

Gregg & Susan 
Dufek 

Helen Guszkowski 

Joyce Johnson 
Ruth Kressl 

Helen Markowski 
Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield 

Katherine Papa 
Mary Priewe 

Elizabeth Reineck 
Lynn Sheng 

Cindy Terrien 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

 Gifts Given to Share  
 

My oldest two children took piano lessons when then were younger.  In fact, it was because my oldest wanted to learn to 
play so badly that we purchased a piano.  He would use it for practice during his few years of lessons, and then my daughter 

took up the instrument.  After a few years of lessons for each, restlessness set in and a type of indifference took over. 
The lessons and the practicing came to an end. 

 

My youngest had not expressed much interest in piano when he was younger.  Then when he was a teenager, 
he asked for lessons.  He began to play and now he plays even for fun and to relax. 

 

When his siblings try to play, they are stuck with the truth that those days are gone and since they gave it up years ago, 
they can no longer really play.  In many ways, they were given a gift, but since they did not use and cultivate it, they lost it. 
God gives us gifts every day and we too often act like those gifts will simply always be there. The truth is, unlike God Him-
self, many of those gifts are not eternal. If we fail to acknowledge them and put them to use, we risk losing them in the end. 
What a shame. What gifts might be slowly slipping away from each of us due to our lack of interest and indifference? They 

might not be there if and when we change our minds. 
 

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR  ORDINARY  MOMENTS 

LIVE  THE  LITURGY — 
INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WEEK 

Who has authority over God’s kingdom?  While we know 
that the obvious answer is Jesus, that is not the answer our 
lives always reveal.  We struggle with wanting control over 

God’s kingdom.  We wrestle with ownership, privilege, 
status, and the protection of our rights.  However, at the end 

of the day nothing in this world or in the one to come 
belongs to us.  All that we see and know to be true belong 
to God, and Jesus is the only one who has any authority.  

How often do we defer any of our decision making to God?  
We often conduct our business as if we are the owner, lord 
and master of it all, but sadly we are not.  God gives us the 
means and the potential to bear good Gospel-centered fruit.  

This desire and capacity exist within each individual. 
Unless we really acknowledge and accept who is ultimately 

in charge, the type of love, justice, peace, and other good 
fruits God desires for the world will never be realized.  

Thank you to those who have 
continued to drop their donations in the 

Parish Office mail slot. 
You can continue to do this 
if your health prohibits you 

from attending Mass at this time. 

                        CHURCH  DONATIONS           

CONFESSIONS / ANOINTINGS 

 

Please contact Fr. Fred if you are interested or 

in need of either of these Sacraments at this time. 

 

Our Finance Council Meeting is 

Wednesday, October 7 at 7:00 p.m. in Carmel Hall. 

FINANCE  COUNCIL 



The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2 of 
The Catholic Comeback. 

Please see updates via the link below. 

Please note our Masses this week are: 

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass at 8:00 a.m. 

Daily Masses are 
Monday - Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

 

All Masses are in the main Church. 
 

Anointings are by appointment only. 
 

Confessions are by appointment only. 
 

Please note that face coverings are 
required while inside the Church. 

 

Call the Parish Office with questions. 

Returning to Sunday Mass 
 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
has released Phase 2 of 

the Catholic Comeback Matrix. 
Please check for any changes. 

 

A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass remains for 
grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).  

  Learn more here. 

Dear Friends,  
 

Please remind people to get 
out and vote.  
 

To help Catholics prepare 
for the elections, the 
Wisconsin Catholic 
Conference (WCC), the 
public policy voice of Wisconsin’s bishops, is distributing 
two series of resources to give pastors and other diocesan 
staff greater flexibility.  The first and longer is a five-part 
series.  The second is a shorter three-part series.  Each 
contains a letter from the Wisconsin Bishops and a 
summary of Catholic Social Teaching.  Catholics are 
encouraged to utilize these resources as they navigate the 
election process and fulfill their responsibilities as 
voters.  Review the resources on the Archdiocesan website.  
 

In addition, information about voting and obtaining a free 
photo identification card, if you don’t have a valid driver 
license, is available at the following websites:  
My Vote Wisconsin   
Obtaining an identification (ID) card for voting purposes 
 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has additional 
resources as well:  
General Faithful Citizenship resource webpage  
Civilize It resources  A campaign stressing respectful 
dialogue among people with differing political views. 
Faithful Citizenship videos  These videos, which are 
available in multiple languages,  invite Catholics to engage 
with civility and to learn about and advocate on behalf of all 
of who are vulnerable, from the unborn to immigrants to 
people who are in poverty, to our common home, 
to families.  
 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks for 
all that you do to proclaim the Gospel. 
  

Take care and God bless, 
ROBERT SHELLEDY 

Director Dignity of the Human Person 
Coordinator Social Justice Ministry 

More  Mary  Queen  of  Saints  Catholic  Academy  NEWS 

SOLES  FOR  CATHOLIC  EDUCATION  WALK 
2020 Virtual Soles Walk - Saturday, October 17 

Our Catholic schools need you more than ever. 
Even though we can’t gather in person for this year’s 

2020 Soles for Catholic Education Walk, 
I hope you will join me in supporting Catholic education at this very important time. 

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee are making a difference every day in the lives of our students.  
You can make a difference by helping your favorite school (MQSCA) reach its goal for 

the Soles for Catholic Education Walk. 
Every dollar raised by a school stays with that school.  Please consider making a donation to help 

your favorite Catholic school (MQSCA). 
There has never been a better time or greater need to support our Catholic schools than right now. 

Thanks for your consideration. 
Sincerely, Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki, Archbishop of Milwaukee 

RESOURCES  FOR  FAITHFUL  CITIZENSHIP  

 

MQSCA  NEWS 

Despite the drastic differences from years past, life at 
MQSCA continues to be smooth, thank you for your 

continued prayers.  As you might imagine, the pandemic has 
affected us all in very different ways.  For several of our 

families, it meant the loss of a job.  This year, we have had 
9 students apply for tuition assistance in the total amount of 

$18,560.  If you would like to be one of the ‘angels’ that 
contributes to the tuition assistance, please reach out to me, 

Jen Vega, school principal.  I will make sure that your 
contributions go directly to support the tuition expenses for a 
Catholic education for these 9 students.  Thank you for your 
continued support.  Make it a great day!  Jen Vega, Principal  

 

Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship 

https://u6042383.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=YFK6kX5oty1UwZA0dOIoyqG-2F24rzRIOgK82sAEtGnQjroqODcUNz55uc8XTzX492d2ID5o-2B-2FZhzZOYB7Buxt9-2F59S0F4MJLx1TZ-2BnBUnMPiQF8KSV1Qx1YTJfZgjapYdcgpqMJVkodzT-2F53gJqcmIx4SsxhK68PENJwPoC-2BE504m65vtzhfZ0Ii7A49NSn2oAmr7_QC
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/COMM/Media-Releases-/SundayObligationMediaRelease-2020-09-15T085133050.pdf?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5fe6Td74wNi1rom8u52o8oVHaEXxQ-2BjO8PmEOpG5dPwKmULq7Gqc7w0FKtcu0uWamzSaha9pLmru6LQpsip6X2GG6KuWHrSESSzxwHRkGTGzhDJDi0vdBPMi9gRjKCOUANtSYQswugCp9kaBZfmV-2FR3UIYGY1748FVis580p5DoRkB882AlUbkSa48MUlkWQQc3c_QCMB7gi9umSE
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QgNEB9QRUOTQwr3-2FWTkZ-2FqQO9myJM-2FRart7NVK7iGyz2OUhBMdcNZkSHmqc-2FEYpcIygeOjvisqM0wsu1Dxxn3Ifj3Ro5tRSImai-2FMQNodrmq7QbASilo3ojG7OAAp40p2Z7U_QCMB7gi9umSE1hbeBl9tNxl9aKWRMpDk8ET5CxkLDDSIks7BDV5zaTEhoIr2GJ86hNXOp-
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QgNEB9QRUOTQwr3-2FWTkZ-2FheStTeBOUsS96v4ZR-2Fz7sfppYvV8tJmAd8xa9gCt4WW8u-2BpIH6C3O9Zu8BTTMcZZtAR-2FPbQQJ-2F-2FZRR248k8Lh5Bld7KNbGWVeD2Syn8pOwvyOcwXE6RqO4GCIH-2F4iINiGixmcE-2BzXA9DlT-2FT4OE0KYy9xDU-2BZ36P9HAzaME-2B
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QgNEB9QRUOTQwr3-2FWTkZ-2Fkti7V8EvwxUppvGpL3aXoTdWRerqR7o2m0DJnYk3KlV127ZnLJ-2BrWZW5tHZ2ww1Oi3e1joHS8FophzdlnGU1aKg0lyxsuklQOfaDU7FsxT2CBk-2FoFSCDnXLO6Q8zvSMf8cY1IxTwuNU2R49O9N-2F-2BGSGbujw608kYpRTKOCjSqV-2Boqi9MgY
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QgNEB9QRUOTQwr3-2FWTkZ-2FuStXnP0c5UpucSx-2Bw1YfrXFBb-2FvLXnlgAm0SES5K1xtBG4XqwZGRqZf0lTeXegk-2FDv0XOytwvyHYxvKzFbEqZIdfZrTMLsxTsYvzg4MA1yRC-2BSnYJWdxRroemfnxELYIQ-3D-3Db4r8_QCMB7gi9umSE1hbeBl9tNxl9aKWRMpDk8ET5CxkL
https://u6043744.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=QgNEB9QRUOTQwr3-2FWTkZ-2FjQGX929BSEmGeDd-2FCG3Ukza9ssKmxmFj8WtscuxgWA-2BV8y0hSu5ZyzwU3w8QvLJrI-2FhuqGq2c8FK9iRtbR569IBd81e8Qtdf8Wmu9DMFzd9kkdEPilJ6KtJ9S4Gm5QfTaaWuKSd0zkhnDUNOLXheCk-3Deyj8_QCMB7gi9umSE1hbeBl9tNxl9
https://www.catholicschoolswalk.org/Soles-Walk
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/SOLES/team/MaryQueenofSaintsCatholic
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/SOLES/team/MaryQueenofSaintsCatholic


St. John Leonardi, Priest — October 9 
Patron Saint of pharmacists 

“Either Christ or nothing!” was his cure for every ill 
John Leonardi was born at Diecimo, Italy.  

He became a pharmacist's assistant at Lucca, 
studied for the priesthood, and was ordained 

in 1572.  He gathered a group of laymen 
about him to work in hospitals and prisons, 

became interested in the reforms proposed by 
the Council of Trent, and proposed a new 

congregation of secular priests.  Great 
opposition to his proposal developed, but in 

1583, his association (formally designated Clerks 
Regular of the Mother of God in 1621) was recognized by 

the bishop of Lucca with the approval of Pope Gregory 
XIII.  John was aided by St. Philip Neri and 

St. Joseph Calasanctius, and in 1595, the congregation was 
confirmed by Pope Clement VIII, who appointed John to 
reform the monks of Vallombrosa and Monte Vergine. 

He died in Rome on October 9th of plague contracted while 
he was ministering to the stricken.   

 

Source:  https://www.catholic.org/ 

St. Denis, Bishop, and Companians, Martyrs — October 9 
Patron Saint of Paris 

A missionary bishop is beheaded and 
the Church’s eldest daughter thrives 

 

This martyr and patron of France 
is regarded as the first bishop of 
Paris.  His popularity is due to a 

series of legends, especially 
those connecting him with the 

great abbey church of St. Denis 
in Paris.  He was for a time 

confused with the writer now 
called Pseudo-Dionysius. 

 

The best hypothesis contends 
that Denis was sent to Gaul from 

Rome in the third century and beheaded in the persecution 
under Emperor Valerius in 258. 

 

According to one of the legends, after he was martyred on 
Montmartre—literally, “mountain of martyrs”—in Paris, 
he carried his head to a village northeast of the city. 

Saint Genevieve built a basilica over his tomb 
at the beginning of the sixth century. 

 

Source:  https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ 

Our Lady of the Rosary — October 7 
This Marian celebration originated 
from the victory of Lepanto (1571).  

The combined Christian fleet defeated 
the forces of the Turks, thus arresting 

their occupation of Europe.  This favor 
was attributed by Pope St. Pius V to the 

recitation of the Holy Rosary. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary has revealed 

in numerous apparitions that the 
Rosary is her favorite prayer. 

The Popes and many saints have 
recommended the recital of the Rosary 

as well.  The elements of the Holy Rosary are two: 
the meditation of the mysteries and the vocal prayer.  

 

Source:  https://www.catholicsstrivingforholiness.org/ 

Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin — October 6 
Patronage against the loss of parents  
When the call came to be generous, 
she was more than prepared to say 

“Yes” 
 

Born at St. Antoine in Quebec, Canada in 
1811, Eulalie Durocher was the youngest 
of ten children. Assisting her brother, a 
parish priest, for 12 years she helped 

establish the first Canadian parish 
Sodality for young women. She lived a 

life of great poverty and remained 
unswerving in her concern for the poor.   In 1843, she 

founded the Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus and Mary, 
dedicated to Christian education.  This Order first came to 

the U.S. in 1859. 
  

Source:  https://www.catholicculture.org/ 

St. Bruno, Priest — October 6 
Patron Saint of Calabria, Italy, and of Germany 

Solitary confinement is not a punishment 
when it is voluntary and shared with God 

 

St. Bruno was born in 1030 in Cologne, 
Germany.  He became a priest and 

achieved fame as a professor of theology 
at Rheims.  He decided to leave the world 
and pursue a life of complete solitude and 
prayer.  He established his hermitage in 

Chartreuse, near Grenoble, France.  Soon 
he attracted disciples and he established 
the first monastery of Carthusian monks.  

Pope Urban II called him to Rome, but later Bruno was 
able to establish a second monastery in Italy. 

He died in 1101 at Calabria.  
 

Source:  https://www.catholicculture.org/ 

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelor, Priest — October 5 
Invoked against cancer — A good man 

becomes a great priest serving immigrants 
in the young United States 

 

+ Born in Bavaria, Francis Xavier Seelos 
was inspired to serve as a missionary to the 
United States and eventually entered 
the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer (the Redemptorists) in New 
York in 1842. 
+ Ordained in Baltimore in 1844, he was 

assigned to Pittsburgh, where Saint John Neumann was his 
superior for six years. He eventually succeeded Saint John 
as superior and novice master and he led a simple life dedi-
cated to preaching and the poor. 
+ The sermons of Father Seelos drew large crowds and 
there were often lines outside of his confessional, where he 
heard confessions in English, German, and French. 
+ From 1863 to 1866, he worked as an itinerant preacher, 
traveling through more than ten states with other 
Redemptorists, leading parish missions. 
+ In 1866, he was assigned to St. Mary’s Assumption 
Church in New Orleans. He died there the following year of 
yellow fever, which he contracted while ministering to the 
sick during an epidemic. 
+ Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos was beatified in 2000. 
 

Source:  https://aleteia.org/ 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5907
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3053
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3053
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7247
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Live the Gospel of Life 

Respect Life Reflection 
 

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ sav-
ing message to the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sac-
rificing his very life for our redemption, Christ reveals the profound dignity of every human person. 
This God-given dignity does not change with our stage of life, abilities, level of independence, or any 
other varying circumstance. 
 

Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is made in 
the image and likeness of God, created to share in the very life of 
God himself. The human person is a “manifestation of God in the 
world, a sign of his presence, a trace of his glory” (EV 34). And we 
must reflect this truth in how we act and how we treat one another.  
 

The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we are as followers of Christ. In his earthly 
life, Jesus provided the perfect model for how we are to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel 
call:  “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 
25:40).  
 

Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV 
87). The Gospel of life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life and foundational to the decisions we 
make on a daily basis. For, “the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person 
and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel” (EV 2, emphasis added). 

 

In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II rec-
ognizes the full range of threats against human life, from pov-
erty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places particular 
emphasis, however, on threats to life at its beginning and end—
precisely when it is most in need of protection. In modern times, 
children in their mothers’ wombs and those approaching the end 
of their lives are certainly among the “least of these” in our 
world’s estimation. Practices such as abortion and assisted sui-
cide tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be 
cherished and defended with loving concern.  
 

As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John 
Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how we personal-
ly live out the Gospel:  Do I talk about and act towards others 
as I would talk about and treat Jesus himself? Do I inform my-

self of the Church’s teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support 
and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life? Do I help pregnant and par-
enting mothers in need? Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death? 
 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and 
courageously live his Gospel of life. 
 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, 
Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

 

“to imitate Christ 
  

and follow in his footsteps” 
 

The Gospel of Life 51 

 

 

Source:  https://www.respectlife.org/2020 

https://www.respectlife.org/2020


WHY DO WE DO THAT?  —  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: Why do Parishes Offer Special Masses like Thanksgiving and Memorial Day, 
even though they’re not Holy Days of Obligation? Am I obligated to attend? 

 

Answer:  Out of respect for the various civil celebrations that take place during the year, many dioceses and parishes will 
host special Masses.  However, while it always worthwhile to come together to worship as a community, Catholics are not 
obligated to attend these celebrations.  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church notes, the only times that we are obligated 

to participate in celebrations of the Eucharist are on Sundays and holy days of obligation: 
 

The first precept ("You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor") 
requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as well as 

the principal liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; 
in the first place, by participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, 

and by resting from those works and activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days 

COMMUNITY    AREA    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Midweek Silent Preached Retreat for Women 
Theme:  The Divine Dance "Life in the Trinity" 
Tuesday, October 13 - Thursday, October 15 

Redemptorist Retreat Center 
1800 North Timber Trail Lane, Oconomowoc 

 

Meister Eckhart, 13
th
 century German mystic asked, 

"Do you want to know what goes on in the core of the 
Trinity?  I will tell you.  In the core of the Trinity the Father 
laughs and gives birth to the Son.  The Son laughs back at 

the Father and gives birth to the Spirit. 
The whole Trinity laughs and gives birth to us."  

 

Each of us, all of us share in this birthing, this laughing, 
this loving, this relationship that is the triune God. 

The flowing in and flowing out, the give and take, the 
missteps, and the graceful movements of life in the Trinity 
is our life!  We are ingredients in this divine soup and are 

manifesting God, as is all creation, all the time. 
 
  

This retreat will offer presentations/reflections, 
Eucharist, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

This retreat is designed to be a SILENT retreat.  We ask all 
to respect those who desire prayerful reflection & solitude. 

 

Presenter Jennifer Christ works as an independent 
consultant in ministry, a writer, preaches retreats and 

spiritual director. 
 

The fee for this retreat is $265.00 covering room, board and 
materials.  A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is required 

to reserve a place on this retreat. 
 

To register, please call 1-262-567-6900. 

You & Your Family Can Enjoy A Drive-In 
Movie Together  —  HIDDEN FIGURES 

Wednesday, October 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
 Penfield Montessori Academy/St. Michaels Church 

1441 North 24 Street, Milwaukee 
 

Limited to the first 40 families (cars) to register. 
 

Register now while tickets are still available at:   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parking-lot-theatre-midtown-

neighborhood-hidden-figures-drive-in-movie-tickets-
122456973103 

 

$5 per Car — Masks Required 
 

Sponsored by:   
Neighborhood House of Milwaukee, 

2819 West Richardson Place, (414) 933- 6161 
https://neighborhoodhousemke.org/ 

LOVE.  FOR LIFE.  
Cultivating a society in 
which every human life  
is welcomed, treasured 

and loved.  

Join Bishop Hying 
at Pro-Life Wisconsin’s  

LOVE FOR LIFE GALA 
Thursday, October 22 

at 5:30 p.m. 
Brookfield Conference Center 

325 South Moorland Road 
Register online at:  

www.ProLifeWI.org/gala 
Questions?   

Call 1-262-763-1111, ext. 110 

Well-Being Wednesday 
Wednesday, October 7 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Siena Retreat Center—Sisters of St. Dominic, 
5635 Erie Street, Racine 

 

Enjoy a mid-week day of renewal for men and women 
including an opening prayer or meditation circle, 

unstructured time during which you may choose from the 
option of individual spiritual guidance, artistic expression in 

the Creativity Room, gentle yoga, walking the outdoor 
labyrinth, or finding a cozy corner to read or reflect. 

A closing circle concludes the day. 
 

Cost of $45 includes $15 non-refundable deposit, supplies, 
and mid-day meal.  Register by calling 1-262-898-2590. 

 

Facilitated by Siena Retreat Center staff and Yoga leader 
Gretchen Baumgardt, MDiv, PhD and Catholic lay woman 

with a holistic approach to spirituality. 

Women for Women 
Saturday, October 10 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Siena Retreat Center—Sisters of St. Dominic, 
5635 Erie Street, Racine 

 

We will have time for prayer, meditation, reflection through 
various stories, readings, creativity, music & time spent 

outdoors.  We will read & discuss Grace in Aging: 
Awakening As You Grow Older by Kathleen Singh. 

 

Cost is $10.  Please register by calling 1-262-898-2590. 
 

Co-facilitated by Pat Shutts & all of the women who attend. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parking-lot-theatre-midtown-neighborhood-hidden-figures-drive-in-movie-tickets-122456973103
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parking-lot-theatre-midtown-neighborhood-hidden-figures-drive-in-movie-tickets-122456973103
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parking-lot-theatre-midtown-neighborhood-hidden-figures-drive-in-movie-tickets-122456973103
https://neighborhoodhousemke.org/
http://www.ProLifeWI.org/gala





