
 

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 October 18, 2020 ~ The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 

If your health allows it, please wear a face covering. 
 

DAILY MASSES 
Our Daily Masses will now be Monday — Thursday 

at 5:00 p.m. in the main Church each week. 
 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS   

 Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are 
 interested in a private Confession at this time.   

 
HELPING HANDS 

 

 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
 

(our Parish Cluster School) 
 

 1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 
 Jen Vega, Principal • Email:  vegaj@mqscateacher.org                        

School Website:  mqsca.org  
 Email for Registration Information:  floodc@mqscateacher.org  

 

PARISH STAFF 
 Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, OCD  383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3614 
 Phone ...............................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ...................................................  383-2708 
 Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website ............... www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 (The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.) 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ...............  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens .......................  328-4042 
 Trustee/Secretary:  Russell Miller....  671-2385 
 Trustee/Treasurer:  Sandy Kania......  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 
 Anointing of the Sick 
 Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are 
 interested in a private Anointing at this time.   

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?” 
Knowing their malice, Jesus said, 

“Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?” 
 

~  Matthew 22:17b-18 

mailto:vegaj@mqscateacher.org
http://mqsca.org/
mailto:floodc@mqscateacher.org


The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - October 18, 2020 

October 17, 2020 
 

through 
 

October 25, 2020 

CARMELITE  QUOTE 

“When I had begun prayer I had such a bad 
headache I thought it would be almost 
impossible to pray.  The Lord said to me: 
 “In this way you will see the reward that 
 comes from suffering, for since you did 
 not have the health to speak to Me, 
 I have spoken with you and favored you.” 

  

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

Sun:  Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 [7b]/ 
         1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 
Mon:  Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5 [3b]/ 
           Lk 12:13-21 
Tues:  Eph 2:12-22/Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9]/ 
           Lk 12:35-38 
Wed:  Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [cf. 3]/Lk 12:39-48 
Thurs:  Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19 [5b]/ 
            Lk 12:49-53 
Fri:  Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 12:54-59 
Sat:  Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [1]/Lk 13:1-9 
Next Sun:  Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/ 
                  1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Readings for the week of October 18, 2020 

ETERNAL  FLAME 

   Nobody enjoys paying taxes.  Despite 
our displeasure in being forced to do so, 
we also realize that the monies gener-
ated from taxes allows governments to 
provide essential services for its people.  
Corruption really gets our goat, how-
ever.  When we witness malfeasance, 
overspending, irresponsibility, and 
dishonesty in governmental spending, 
the grave injustices make an already 
unpleasant and arduous task even more 
difficult.  The inappropriate distribution 
and use of hard-earned monies can leave 
a person quite angry and disconnected.  
It’s bad enough the government wants 
something from me, now God does too? 
   God is not concerned necessarily with 
our money, although its proper use does 
factor into our faith life.  As the pay-

ment of secular taxes speaks of our alle-
giance to the government, our return to 
God speaks of our allegiance to God.  
All of creation, even the entire universe, 
is fashioned in the image and likeness of 
God.  What speaks to God and has 
meaning and relevance to him?  All 
of creation and indeed our very selves!  
God delights in us and when we present 
ourselves back to him, he delights even 
more!  As the payment of secular taxes 
is designed to secure the equitable dis-
tribution of goods and services to all 
people, so is our return of ourselves to 
God in gratitude meant to advance 
God’s kingdom here on earth.  
   When our exclusive and sincere 
allegiance is given to God, God can use 
us to set things right and straight again.  

The wounds of sin distort our relation-
ship and disorder our world.  By giving 
ourselves and all of creation back to 
God in gratitude, we acknowledge the 
proper Creator and Author of life for 
who He is and devote our labors exclu-
sively to God’s kingdom and the justice, 
peace, or order God envisions.  In 
giving back to God all that belongs to 
God, we set the axis of our lives cor-
rectly and put our priorities in proper 
order.  All of our relationships, 
especially with God, our brothers and 
sisters, and all of creation are perceived 
more clearly as they really are.  Using, 
accumulating, wasting, exploiting, hord-
ing, and self-preservation are no longer 
necessary. 

GOSPEL  MEDITATION  —  ENCOURAGE  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  SCRIPTURE  

 

Sat., October 17 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Anticipated)  
    4:00 p.m.   The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 
  

Sun., October 18 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                       
    8:00 a.m.   † Scott Grapatin 
 

Mon., October 19 - SS. John de Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues, Priests 
                                            and Companians, Martyrs 

    5:00 p.m.   † Alvin & † Theresa Sidabras  
 

Tues., October 20 - St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 

     5:00 p.m.   Gannon Family 
 

Wed., October 21 - Weekday 

    5:00 p.m.   Gannon Family 
  

Thurs., October 22 - St. John Paul II, Pope 

    5:00 p.m.   Nguyen & Corcoran Families  
 

Fri., October 23 - St. John of Capistrano, Priest 

    No Public Mass    The Intentions of Karen Matusewic 
 

Sat., October 24 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Anticipated)  
    4:00 p.m.   † Nancy Potter & † Dennis Potter  

Sun., October 25 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                       
    8:00 a.m.   The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 

 

October 17 - October 23, 2020 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

 † Chuck Costello 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 

 

October 13, 2020 
 

$25 - Katie Wisniewski 

CATHOLIC  QUOTE           
 

“There is no problem, 

I tell you, 

no matter 

how difficult it is, 

that we cannot 

resolve 

by the prayer 

of the Holy Rosary.” 

 
~ Sister Lucia 

October 



The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - October 18, 2020 
 

 
 

In October, 
 
 

Please Pray For . . . 

Saturday, October 17 - Anticipated 29th Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Anniversary Blessings 
  

Sunday, October 18 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church with Anniversary Blessings 

 

* Our Daily Masses will now be Monday — Thursday 
at 5:00 p.m. in the main Church each week. 

A Private Mass will continue to be celebrated without 
an assembly to honor any Mass Intentions on Friday. 

 

Monday, October 19 
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Tuesday, October 20  
11:30 am Staff Meeting in the Parish Office 
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
7:00 pm Prayer & Worship Meeting in Carmel Hall 
 

Wednesday, October 21  
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Thursday, October 22  
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Friday, October 23  
No Public Mass 
 

Saturday, October 24 - Anticipated 30th Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass in Church  
  

Sunday, October 25 - Thirtieth Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church  

Catherine Becker 
Mark Cesar 

Marlene Daniels 
David Demos 

Gregg & Susan 
Dufek 

Karen Gilpin 

Helen Guszkowski 
Joyce Johnson 

Ruth Kressl 
Helen Markowski 
Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield 

Katherine Papa 

Mary Priewe 
Elizabeth Reineck 

Lynn Sheng 
Cindy Terrien 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

 Chosen 
It is getting close to Election Day and I suppose most of us have an idea of how we will cast our vote. 

We have tried to discern where candidates stand on important issues and what type of leader they might be if elected. 
However, there is a good chance that when we go into a voting booth, we will cast at least one vote for a person who we 

never heard of and to do a job we do not understand.  We know the more notable people in the more notable contests, 
but not some of those on the ballot as we get further into it.  Who knew that was going to be on there? 

 

In life we will at times be asked to make a choice about something or someone we know little about.  Our choices 
will not always be as informed as we would like.  Then, when we do know some information needed to make a choice, 

we still don’t know everything.  We may support a candidate and not really know him or her personally. 
 

When God chose you and me, He had all the information needed to make the choice.  The crazy thing is He chose us 
anyway!  He knew we would sin, turn our backs on Him, and sometimes not be very good ambassadors for Him. 

However, He still chose us because He loves us.  We are a chosen people.  We are His own. 
I don’t know about you, but if given the chance I am not sure I would have chosen myself. 

I rejoice that God sees in me something that at times seems hidden to me. 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR  ORDINARY  MOMENTS 

LIVE  THE  LITURGY — 
INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WEEK 

In the time of Jesus, a Roman coin bore the image of 
Caesar and it was precisely this coin that was returned to 
the emperor in the form of tax.  What bears God’s image?  

Scripture tells us that human beings are made in the 
likeness and image of God.  In truth, however, all of 
creation, even the entire universe, is fashioned in the 

image of God!  Everything radiates Divine Presence and 
the spark and essence of God’s very life exists in all things.  
God breathes the life of Himself into all things.  If we have 
to give back to civil authorities what speaks to them, then 

what do we give back to God?  While the answer is simple, 
the implications are profound.  We are asked to give back 
to God our very selves!  Ultimately, all creation is in the 

process of returning to God and is on a journey of finding 
its final truth and essence in Him.  As we continue that 

journey, all we have, all we are, all we see, and 
all we are responsible for must be offered back to Him. 

God is the beginning and the end of all things. 
Do our lives reflect this Divine allegiance? 

 

Thank you to those who have continued to 
drop donations in the Parish Office mail slot.  

You can continue to do this 
if your health prohibits you 

from attending Mass at this time. 

CHURCH  DONATIONS           

CONFESSIONS / ANOINTINGS 
 

Please contact Fr. Fred if you are interested or 
in need of either of these Sacraments at this time. 

PRAYER & WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

The Prayer & Worship Committee Meeting was postponed 
and rescheduled for Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

in Carmel Hall to allow for social distancing. 
Please bring and wear a mask.  Thank you. 



The Archdiocese is currently in Phase 2 of 
The Catholic Comeback. 

Please see updates via the link below. 

Please note our Masses this week are: 

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass at 8:00 a.m. 

Daily Masses are 
Monday - Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

 

All Masses are in the main Church. 
 

Anointings are by appointment only. 
 

Confessions are by appointment only. 
 

Please note that face coverings are 
required while inside the Church. 

 

Call the Parish Office with any questions. 

Returning to Sunday Mass 
 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
has released Phase 2 of 

the Catholic Comeback Matrix. 
Please check for any changes. 

 

A dispensation to attend Sunday Mass remains for 
grave reasons, such as illness (CCC #2181).  

  Learn more here. 

      FISH  FRY  NEWS 

 

MQSCA  NEWS 
 

Last week our students completed the Fall Measures of 
Academic Progress, or MAP test.  Our at-home learners 
came into the building for the first time on Monday & 
Tuesday to complete their MAP test and our in-person 

learners completed it when they returned on 
Wednesday.  The MAP test is particularly insightful 
this year, as many students not only experienced a 
'summer slide', but also a 'COVID slide' due to the 

unexpected shut down in March.  The information gained 
from the MAP test will help teachers personalize learning 

and target instructional needs of our students. 
We will continue to use the MAP test and data throughout 

the year to track student growth.  Thank you for 
your continued prayers for our school community. 

  

 Make it a great day!  Jen Vega, Principal 

Our next 
Drive-Thru Fish Fry 

will be 
Friday, November 6 

from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Please invite your family, friends & neighbors to stop by. 

FALL  CHICKEN  DINNER  NEWS 

Our Fall Chicken Dinner 
will also be by Drive-Thru 
in the school parking lot. 

 

It will be 
Saturday, November 7 
from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

$10.00 for 5 pieces and all 
the fixin’s.  What a deal! 

 

Choose from Fried, Baked or BBQ-Baked Chicken. 
Invite your family, friends & neighbors and 

everyone can enjoy 2 nights without cooking. 

Dear Friends, 
See You at Mass is an invitation from the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee to return to Mass in person.  This video 
compilation is the first of 11 personal testimonies and 

interviews on the joys and necessities of attending Mass. 
See you at Mass video. 

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki 

SEE YOU AT MASS: 
NO BETTER PLACE TO WORSHIP 

Born to Eternal Life 
 

Please remember in your prayers... 
 

† Ross M. Fengier 
   "Dana" 

 

Passed away Tuesday, October 6. 
Son of Dixie and the late Dennis.  He was 64.   

His Mass of Resurrection was held Saturday, October 10. 
 

Please keep his many beloved family members 
and friends in your prayers. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  Amen. 

  

  

  GREEN  BAY  PACKERS 
RAFFLE  BASKET 

 

At our November 6 
Drive-Thru Fish Fry and our 
November 7 Chicken Dinner, 
we will be selling raffle chances for a 2019 Team 

autographed Green Bay Packers football along with other 
Packer items in the basket.  A Certificate of Donation 

from the Packers will be included with the football. 
Chances will be 3 for $5.00.  Bring some extra money to 

buy several chances for yourself or others. 
The winner will be drawn at the end of the Chicken Dinner. 

Autumn Months 
O God of Creation, You have blessed us 

with the changing of the seasons. 
As we welcome the autumn months, may the earlier setting 

of the sun remind us to take time to rest. 
May the brilliant colors of the leaves 

remind us of the wonder of Your Creation. 
May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind us 

that it is You who give us the breath of life. 
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance 
we have been given & bounty we are to share with others. 

May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of Your 
great promise that death is temporary and life is eternal. 

We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. 
 

- Author Unknown 

https://u6042383.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=YFK6kX5oty1UwZA0dOIoyqG-2F24rzRIOgK82sAEtGnQjroqODcUNz55uc8XTzX492d2ID5o-2B-2FZhzZOYB7Buxt9-2F59S0F4MJLx1TZ-2BnBUnMPiQF8KSV1Qx1YTJfZgjapYdcgpqMJVkodzT-2F53gJqcmIx4SsxhK68PENJwPoC-2BE504m65vtzhfZ0Ii7A49NSn2oAmr7_QC
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/COMM/Media-Releases-/SundayObligationMediaRelease-2020-09-15T085133050.pdf?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c75WmIO1rWQ&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website


St. John of Capistrano, Priest 
(1386 – 1456) 

Friday, October 23 - Opt. Memorial 
Patron Saint of military chaplains & jurists 
A worldly man converts and becomes a 

rigorous Franciscan and great preacher 
 

John was a native of Capistrano, in Italy.  He 
became a Franciscan and was one of the 

great organizers of the struggle against the 
Mohammedans in the 15

th
 century, when they threatened to 

overrun the whole of Europe.  Mohammed II had taken 
Constantinope and was already marching against Belgrade, 

when Pope Callixtus III called St. John to preach the cru-
sade; assisted by the Hungarian John Hunyadi, he gath-
ered a strong Christian army, which defeated the Turks in 

the great battle of Belgrade in 1453.  He died in 1456.  
 

Source:  https://www.catholicculture.org/ 

World Mission Sunday, 
October 18 

On Pentecost Sunday, 
May 31, Pope Francis 

released his message for 
this year’s celebration.  
Based on theme taken 

from the Book of Isaiah, 
“Here am I, send me”, the 
Pope’s message says that 

the Covid-19 
pandemic is an 

opportunity for mission 
and service to others. 

World Mission Day, or 
Mission Sunday, was 

instituted by Pope Pius XI 
in 1926, to remind 

Catholics about their commitment and support to the 
missionary work of the Church through prayer and sacrifice. 

Be Baptized and Sent—on Mission in the World! 
Today, World Mission Sunday, in this Extraordinary 
Missionary Month, we are called to personal encounter 

with Jesus Christ alive in the Church, and to offer, through 
this Eucharistic celebration, our prayers and our generous 

financial support, through the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith, to continue the mission of Jesus. 

Today we are “sent” out to witness to Mission in the world 
through our prayers and personal sacrifices for our brothers 

and sisters around the world.  As little as…  
—> $25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote 
Latin America  
—> $75 provides for the work of religious Sisters caring for 
orphaned children in Africa  
—> $100 assists poor children in boarding schools in Asia 
As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the 
Missions.  Your prayers and financial help, offered today, 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support mission priests, 
religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists who are 
Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His healing, 

love, and peace.  

Saints Jean de Brébeuf, 
Isaac Jogues and 

Companions, Martyrs 
Monday, October 19 — Memorial 

Saint Jean: 1593-1649; Saint Isaac 
Jogues: 1607-1646; 

Frs. Gabriel Lalemant, 
Noel Chabanel, Charles Garnier, 

Anthony Daniel; laymen René 
Goupil & Jean de Lalande 

Patron Saints of North America, 
co-patrons of Canada 

French priests and laity leave hearth and home to be 
slaughtered on the edge of nowhere 

 

Saints Jean de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, and companions, you 
died far from the comforts of home and family.  You 

accepted sufferings you did not deserve for the greater 
glory of God.  Grant us patience when we are impetuous, 

endurance when tempted to quit, humility when confronted 
with ignorance, and physical toughness when 

the comforts of life are not to be found.  
 

Source:  https://mycatholic.life/ 

St. John Paul II (the Great), Pope 
(1920 – 2005) 

Thursday, October 22 – Opt. Memorial 
Patron Saint of World Youth Day 

Fully prepared, possessing every skill, a 
pope for the ages makes maximum impact 

 

“Everyone knows John Paul II:  his face, his 
characteristic way of moving and speaking; his 

immersion in prayer and his spontaneous 
cheerfulness.  Many of his words have become indelibly en-
graved in our memories, starting with the passionate cry with 
which he introduced himself to the people at the beginning of 

his pontificate:  ‘Open wide the doors to Christ, and be not 
afraid of him!’  Or this saying:  ‘No one can live a trial life; no 
one can love experimentally.’  An entire pontificate is con-
densed in words like these.  It is as though he would like to 

open the doors for Christ everywhere and wishes to open up 
to people the gate that leads to true life, to true love.”  

- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI  
 

Source:  https://www.jp2shrine.org/ 

St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 
(1694-1775) 

Tuesday, October 20 - Optional Memorial 
Patron Saint of Ovada, Italy, 
and founder of the Passionists 

He was a spiritual marathoner whose 
“runner’s high” lasted a lifetime 

 

Born in northern Italy in 1694, Paul Daneo lived at a time 
when many regarded Jesus as a great moral teacher but no 
more. After a brief time as a soldier, he turned to solitary 

prayer, developing a devotion to Christ’s passion. Paul saw 
in the Lord’s passion a demonstration of God’s love for all 
people. In turn that devotion nurtured his compassion and 
supported a preaching ministry that touched the hearts of 
many listeners. He was known as one of the most popular 

preachers of his day, both for his words and for his 
generous acts of mercy. 

 

In 1720, Paul founded the Congregation of the Passion, 
whose members combined devotion to Christ’s passion 

with preaching to the poor, and rigorous penances. Known 
as the Passionists, they add a fourth vow to the traditional 

three of poverty, chastity, and obedience, to spread the 
memory of Christ’s passion among the faithful. Paul was 

elected superior general of the Congregation in 1747, 
spending the remainder of his life in Rome. 

 

Source:  https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ 

https://www.catholicculture.org/
https://mycatholic.life/
https://www.jp2shrine.org/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/


 

Serving Moms in Need:  Living the Gospel of Life 
 

On March 25, 2020, the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, the Church celebrated the 25th anniversary of the papal 
encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life). This prophetic document, written by Pope St. John Paul II, reaffirmed the 
Church’s constant teaching on the value and inviolability of every human life. 
 

In this encyclical, the Holy Father explains that the The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message to the world. 
Through the Incarnation of Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all human life. Each of us is made in the image and like-
ness of God, reflecting his glory and his imprint. We are therefore called to “respect, defend and promote the dignity of eve-
ry human person, at every moment and in every condition of that person's life.”1  
 

The Gospel of Life highlights the special and particular role of women in bearing the gift of life to the world. St. John Paul II 
offers heartfelt thanks to these “heroic mothers,” who, placing their trust in God, “devote themselves to their own family 
without reserve, who suffer in giving birth to their children and who are ready to make any effort, to face any sacrifice, in 
order to pass on to them the best of themselves."2  
 

St. John Paul II also outlines the many challenges that expectant mothers may face, including lack of support from the father, 
financial strains, concerns about her own health or that of her child, and pressures from family and friends. The Holy Father 
recognized that an “unborn child is totally entrusted to the protection and care of the woman carrying him or her in the 
womb.”3 For this reason, it is particularly important that the Church come alongside mothers, offering them encouragement, 
assistance, and support. 
 

Through Christ, we have received the gift of The Gospel of Life in its fullness. As members of the Church, we are the people 
of life and for life. It is our duty to proclaim the truth of the Gospel of Life to the world, for “to proclaim Jesus is itself to 
proclaim life.”4 Pope St. John Paul II tasked us with building a culture of life to combat the forces at work in the culture of 
death. He challenged us: 
 

 “With great openness and courage, we need to question how widespread is the culture of life today among individu
 al Christians, families, groups and com munities in our Dioceses. With equal clarity and determination we must 
 identify the steps we are called to take in order to serve life in all its truth.”5 

 

In honor of The Gospel of Life’s 25th anniversary and in answer to 
St. John Paul II’s call, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities launched a nationwide effort be-
ginning March 25, 2020 entitled: “Walking with Moms in Need: A 
Year of Service.” Parishes, through the support of their bishops and 
pastors, are invited to join this effort to increase the Church’s out-
reach and support to pregnant women facing difficult or challenging 
pregnancies. This special anniversary year provides the Church 
with an opportunity to assess, expand, and better communicate re-
sources to pregnant moms and families in need. 
 

Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes and our 
neighborhoods, but in desperation, they are turning to other places 
for help. We know the needs and challenges can be immense for 
women in difficult pregnancies, especially women in poverty, and 
the sources for help may not be apparent to those most needing sup-
port. Women facing challenging pregnancies should see the Church 
as a place where they can find help, especially with its extensive 
social services dedicated to meeting the needs of people in crisis.  
 

Through the Year of Service the Church is being asked to respond to 
St. John Paul II’s call and honestly assess the pastoral and practical 
assistance that it currently provides to pregnant moms and families 
in need and how effective it is in communicating such help. 

 

St. John Paul II wrote that, “gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of man impel us to share [the Gospel of life] with 
everyone.”6  
 

He said we need to bring this message “to the heart of every man and woman and to make it penetrate every part of socie-
ty.”7 By reaching out to lovingly support and care for pregnant women and their children, we witness to the sanctity of every 
human person, in every stage and every circumstance. 

(Please see the other side for the remainder of the article.) 

 



(Please see the other side for the beginning of the article.) 
The Gospel of Life emphasizes that, “where life is involved, the service of charity must be profoundly consistent. It cannot 
tolerate bias and discrimination, for human life is sacred and inviolable... We need then to ‘show care’ for all life and for the 
life of everyone.”8 St. John Paul II highlights the incredible history of service and charity that the Church has provided 
throughout the centuries to those abandoned and forgotten by society. He urges that “every Christian community, with a re-
newed sense of responsibility, must continue to write this history.”9  
 

We are called to reverence and love every human person as ourselves. It is our responsibility to care for and protect human 
life, especially the lives of the most vulnerable among us. The Gospel of Life teaches us that “the task of accepting and serv-
ing life involves everyone; and this task must be fulfilled above all towards life when it is at its weakest.”10 

 

St. John Paul II wrote that “the Gospel of God's love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life 
are a single and indivisible Gospel.”11 The Gospel of Jesus is the Gospel of Life, and to love Jesus is to love and serve life. 
As followers of Christ, may we strive to continually respond to the needs of the poor 
and vulnerable entrusted to us by God. 
 

For this Year of Service, the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities is providing 
educational, pastoral, and action-oriented resources to help parishes go to the pe-
ripheries and bring hope and help to mothers in need. Through the combined efforts 
of parishes nationwide, we hope to move closer to the day when every pregnant 
mother in need knows where to turn for help, and abortion is simply unthinkable. 
Visit WalkingWithMoms.com to learn more and pledge to walk with mothers in need. 
 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

(excerpted) from Respect Life Program © 2020, USCCB, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?  —  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question:  Why does the Church have different Liturgical Cycles? 
  

Answer:  While most Catholics know that the Church Year is divided into various seasons (e.g. Advent, Christmas, Ordinary 
Time, etc.), many are unaware that the one Church Year is not like the one that follows.  While the main seasons and feasts 
are the same from year to year, the 3-year cycle for Sundays and the 2-year cycle for weekdays means that, as a general rule, 
the readings in the Lectionary that we hear at Mass will change from year to year, helping us to have a richer encounter with 
Sacred Scripture.  Each new cycle begins with the beginning of the liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

The reasoning behind this innovation is outlined in Sacrosanctum Concilium, the “Dogmatic Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy” of the Second Vatican Council:  “The treasures of the bible are to be opened up more lavishly, so that richer fare 

may be provided for the faithful at the table of God's word.  In this way a more representative portion of the holy scriptures 
will be read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of years” (no. 51). 

This was fully achieved in 1969 when the new cycles of readings were approved by Pope Saint Paul VI.  
 

To learn more about the Liturgy of the Word within the Mass, visit: 
www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-word/index.cfm 

COMMUNITY    AREA    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

65th Annual Spaghetti with the Sisters 
Sunday, November 1, 11:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

St. Joan Antida High School, 1341 North Cass Street 
 

This year we are bringing the tradition home with a safe 
and convenient CARRYOUT ONLY service.  Plus, don’t 

miss our FREE virtual program, Spaghetti Live!, on Sunday 
evening, November 1 from 6:00 -7:00 p.m. highlighting our 

students as well as an opportunity to participate 
in our silent and live auction! 

To place a presale or carryout order and view 
event pricing, call 414-274-4728 or visit: 

 

www.SaintJoanAntida.org/Spaghetti 

Witness and Memorial Service — Saturday, October 24 
 

Sponsored by Black Lives Are Sacred, a group of Catholic 
laity who are witnessing for the sanctity of Black Lives. 
You are invited to join the gathering at 1:00 p.m. in the 

parking lot of Our Lady of Divine Providence/St. Casimir 
Catholic Church, 2600 North Bremen Street, Milwaukee.   

 We will walk 1/2 mile to the nearby 
Kilbourn Reservoir Park for a memorial event hosted by 

Rev. Cecil Lacy, brother of Ernest Lacy. 
 

Contact Jodi Delfosse, parishioner of 
SS. Peter & Paul Parish, with questions at 414-690-2562. 

 

For ongoing details refer to our Facebook page via 
https://www.facebook.com/blacklivesaresacredmke/ 

 

https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
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