
 

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 September 6, 2020 ~ The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 

If your health allows it, please wear a face covering. 
 

DAILY MASSES 
Daily Masses are Tuesday and Wednesday this week at 

5:00 p.m. in the Church.  If you can, please wear a mask.  
 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS   

 Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are 
 interested in the Sacrament of Confession at this time.   

 
HELPING HANDS 

 

 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
 

(our Parish Cluster School) 
 

 1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 
 Jen Vega, Principal • Email:  vegaj@mqscateacher.org                        

School Website:  mqsca.org  
 Email for Registration Information:  floodc@mqscateacher.org  

 

PARISH STAFF 
 Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, OCD  383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3614 
 Phone ...............................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ...................................................  383-2708 
 Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website ............... www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 (The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.) 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ...............  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens .......................  328-4042 
 Trustee/Secretary:  Russell Miller....  671-2385 
 Trustee/Treasurer:  Sandy Kania......  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 

 Anointing of the Sick — CANCELLED  
    until further notice (subject to change) 
      

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone.  If he listens to you, 
you have won over your brother.”  ~ Matthew 18:15 

mailto:vegaj@mqscateacher.org
http://mqsca.org/
mailto:floodc@mqscateacher.org


The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - September 6, 2020 

September 5, 2020 
 

through 
 

September 13, 2020 

CARMELITE  QUOTE 

“Moreover, the true lover lives everywhere and is always 
thinking of the beloved!  It would be a thing hard to bear 
if we were able to pray only when off in some corner.” 

  

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

Sun:  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/ 
         Mt 18:15-20 
Mon:  1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/ 
           Lk 6:6-11 
Tues:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/ 
           Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Wed:  1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/ 
           Lk 6:20-26 
Thurs:  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24  
             [24b]/Lk 6:27-38 
Fri:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/ 
        Lk 6:39-42 
Sat:  1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sun:  Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12  
                  [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-3 

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 

Sat., September 5 - Anticipated 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                   The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish   

Sun., September 6 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            † Shirley Gibbs 
Mon., September 7 - Weekday 

                             No Mass Intention 
 

Tues., September 8 - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

                                             † Doris Mueller 
 

Wed., September 9 - St. Peter Claver, Priest 

                              † Sylvia Brazeau     

Thurs., September 10 - Weekday 

                 No Mass Intention   

Fri., September 11 - Weekday 

            No Mass Intention 
 

Sat., September 12 - Anticipated 24th Sunday in Ordinary  
                                                                                                 Time 
                      † David Potter   

Sun., September 13 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary  
                                                                                                 Time 
          The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish 

ETERNAL  FLAME 

   It’s all about reconciliation and 
conversion, not punishment.  
Relationships are not static adventures 
but wonderful gifts that continue to 
develop, grow, change, and mature.  We 
are meant to be social beings, so 
isolating ourselves from others is rarely 
helpful.  But, because human beings are 
on the one hand tremendously gifted, 
talented, and blessed creations, they are 
on the other also flawed, broken, and 
sinful.  We all need to humbly admit 
that we are works in progress and not 
only capable of enriching each other’s 
lives but causing deep hurts and wounds 
as well.  Hence, we always need to be 
reconciled.  We are always growing, 
changing, and expanding our knowledge 
of who we are and how we are meant to 
share life together. 
   Because reconciliation and conversion 

are always part of the mix of life, 
honesty is crucial.  Without honesty, we 
can easily find ourselves living a lie and 
causing more harm than good.  Being 
able to freely share our feelings, 
especially those involving pain and hurt, 
is a charism necessary to pursue and an 
art to learn.  When we are wronged or 
wrong someone else, we do not enjoy 
the confrontation that can and needs to 
come.  We are taught to keep our 
feelings to ourselves, especially when 
they are negative, and we tend to avoid 
difficult conversations.  Hence, we 
never really learn how to confront 
another, successfully resolve conflict, 
find reconciliation, and welcome 
conversion.  When we hurt or wrong 
someone, it does not mean that we are a 
bad or sinful person who deserves only 
punishment and excommunication.  

Quite the opposite!  We are simply a 
human person who can make poor 
choices and sin and can be forgiven.  
We can restore and deepen the 
relationship that has been affected and 
find our way home again. 
   Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame 
because it has no purpose in achieving 
reconciliation and conversion.  All 
broken relationships deserve a chance at 
reconciliation.  Every person has room 
for growth and a need for conversion.  
We have to learn to be okay with 
honesty and not be afraid to hear and 
process what someone needs to say, 
even if it is difficult for us to hear.  
Severing a relationship, both personally 
or with the church community as a 
whole, ought to definitely be a last 
resort and only pursued when all else 
has failed. 

GOSPEL  MEDITATION  —  ENCOURAGE  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  SCRIPTURE  

CATHOLIC  QUOTE           

 

September 5 - September 11, 2020 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

† Art Kania, Sr. 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 
 

September 1, 2020 
 

$25 - Jerry Gauthier 



The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - September 6, 2020 
 

 
 

In September, 
 
 

Please Pray For . . . 

Saturday, September 5 - Anticipated 23rd Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
No Confessions in Church  
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings 
  

Sunday, September 6 - Twenty-Third Sunday in 
                                                                   Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings 

 

* Daily Masses are Tuesday & Wednesday this week. 
Private Masses continue to be celebrated without an 

assembly to honor Mass Intentions on other days. 
 

Monday, September 7 - Labor Day 
The Parish Office is Closed 
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
11:30 am Staff Meeting in the Parish Office 
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
7:00 pm Prayer & Worship Meeting in Carmel Hall 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
5:00 pm Mass in Church 
 

Thursday, September 10 
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED 
 

Friday, September 11  
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED 
 

Saturday, September 12- Anticipated 24th Sunday in 
                                                                Ordinary Time 
No Confessions in Church  
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm Mass in Church  
  

Sunday, September 13 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in 
                                                                    Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Mass in Church  

Catherine Becker 
Joe Carpenter 

Beth Cesar 
Marlene Daniels 
Gregg & Susan 

Dufek 
Patrick Goesch 

Helen Guszkowski 

Joyce Johnson 
Ruth Kressl 

Helen Markowski 
Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield 

Katherine Papa 
Mary Priewe 

Elizabeth Reineck 

Patrick & Rose 
Redmond 

Lynn Sheng 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

 The Blessing of the Community 
 

I have been blessed to be a member of my parish community for 28 years.  For much of that time I was serving as a member 
of the parish staff, but it was still the community that I call home.  I have been fortunate to be able to remain in that parish 

even as my life has encountered new chapters and callings.  I am so grateful to God that I have been able to grow, 
be nourished, and find companionship in a parish for this long of a time. 

 

It is a natural tendency for human beings to desire belonging to something bigger than themselves.  Not everyone is fortunate 
enough to find the community, big or small, that fulfills that need.  Unfortunately, that means that many communities suffer 
from not having the benefit of the gifts, skills, and talents that any member can offer.  Communities are in many ways living 
organisms that move and breathe based upon the individuals who form that body.  A community is truly the sum of its parts. 

 

Your parish community reflects you and everyone else in that community.  The more each member gives to the community, 
the stronger that community finds itself.  If you hold back, your community suffers, and you gain little. 

I know firsthand what being a part of a community can mean to a person. 
I would be no one at all – and you would not be reading this – if it weren’t for the life I have had in my parish community. 

 

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR  ORDINARY  MOMENTS 

LIVE  THE  LITURGY — 
INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WEEK 

It is not easy to confront someone who has wronged or hurt 
us.  But it is absolutely necessary to do so in order for 

reconciliation to occur.  We are taught to mind our own 
business and keep our thoughts to ourselves.  When we 

have been hurt or wronged and we do not acknowledge and 
give voice to it, those feelings of hurt remain in our hearts 

and can eventually turn into anger.  Verbalizing our 
feelings can diffuse them, and communicating how we 

actually feel brings honesty to our relationships.  This is the 
only way that the path of love can remain open and that 
integrity and mutual respect can be maintained.  It is no 
wonder that Jesus absolutely insisted upon healthy and 

compassionate confrontation.  People don’t always realize 
that they are doing harm.  Bringing this to light is not only 

good for the one who is hurt but for the one who caused the 
pain.  The new insight and revelation may 

prevent the action from being repeated again.  

CHURCH  DONATIONS 
 

Donations can continue to be 
mailed to the parish office or 

dropped in the mail slot 
of the parish office door 

anytime 
for your convenience. 

Many of you have regularly 
done this and it has been 

greatly appreciated. 

PRAYER  &  WORSHIP  MEETING 

Our Prayer & Worship meetings will resume 
this Tuesday, September 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting will be in Carmel Hall in the basement 
of the Church to allow for social distancing. 



WHY DO WE DO THAT?  —  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Choosing Organ Donation 
 

Question:  Are Catholics allowed to donate their organs? 
 

Answer:  Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. 
In fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church praises this practice when it notes that, “Organ donation after death is a noble 

and meritorious act and is to be encouraged as an expression of generous solidarity” (no. 2296). 
 

The Church has a series of guidelines for health care providers called The Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Health Services.  This document helps us see organ donation as an act of charity, but it also reminds us that we have to be 
sure that donations of organs by living donors do not “sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily function and the 

anticipated benefit to the recipient is proportionate to the harm to the donor” (no. 30); trained medical professionals 
can help to make this assessment.  In the case of organ donation at the end of life, we must be sure of the intentions of the 

donor or of their proxy are always respected, and that the dignity of the human body is always respected. 
 

In the end, we can look to Pope Saint John Paul II and his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, where he noted that organ donation 
is a beautiful act of expressing the culture of life, when “performed in an ethically acceptable manner, 

with a view to offering a chance of health or even of life itself to the sick who sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86). 

The Archdiocese allows Phase 2 to begin of 
The Catholic Comeback September 14. 
Please see updates via the link below. 

Please note our Masses this week are: 
 

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
Daily Masses Tuesday & 
Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. 

All Masses are in the main Church. 
 

The Prayer & Worship meeting is 
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in Carmel Hall 

to allow for social distancing. 
 

Our Celebration Choir will start to 
practice & then perform at our 
Saturday Masses at 4:00 p.m. 

Definitely a call for Celebration! 
 

Confessions are by appointment only. 
 

Please note that face coverings are 
required while inside the Church. 

 

Call the Parish Office with questions. 

The Catholic Comeback | Returning to Sunday Mass 
Archbishop Listecki 
has released specific 

guidelines for returning 
to Mass.  If you have not 

yet had a chance to 
review these, we 

encourage you to do so. 
You can find the guide at: 

 https://www.archmil.org/Our-Faith/CoVID-19-Updates.htm 

Mary Queen of Saints Catholic Academy NEWS 

Our opening scheduled for August 31 has been delayed. 
We are working diligently to reopen for our “in person” 

learning as soon as possible.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience and continue to ask for your prayers this 

year for the health and safety of our community and 
for continued growth in academics and faith. 

  

Make it a great day!  In peace, Jen Vega, Principal 
 

School Website:  mqsca.org  
Registration Info Email:  floodc@mqscateacher.org  

Jen Vega, Principal’s Email:  vegaj@mqscateacher.org  

 

 

As of August 5, per an Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
Catholic Comeback directive, face coverings must be 
worn in compliance with the Governor’s Executive 
Order or other municipal orders while in Church. 

 

 Registration materials for the fall Religious Education 

Program, for K4 - grade 11 were already sent out. 

Classes will again be held at St. Rita Parish. 

Our class time will be 10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
  

Our classes will all be small groups 

so we can observe social distancing. 

Following the mask mandate, 

everyone will be required to wear a mask. 
  

Orientation for K4 - grade 8 will be held on 

Sunday, September 20th at 10:15 a.m. in 

Arnold Hall (60th Street & Lincoln Avenue). 
  

Orientation for high school will be Sunday, 

September 27th at 10:15 a.m. in Arnold Hall. 
  

If you have any questions, 

or if you require registration materials, 

please call Barbara at 414-541-7515. 

FALL  PROGRAM  REGISTRATION  INFO 

https://www.archmil.org/Our-Faith/CoVID-19-Updates.htm
http://mqsca.org/
mailto:floodc@mqscateacher.org
mailto:vegaj@mqscateacher.org


The following are live-stream options for the celebration 
of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of 
the Church.  This list is in no way exhaustive; it is merely 

an attempt to help the Faithful pray together. 
 

Daily Mass with Pope Francis (Vatican News) — 

      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E- 
      LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ  
 

Celebrate an In-Home Celebration of the Word —  
      https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/  
 

How to Make a Spiritual Communion — 
      https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant 
      -receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion  
 

Liturgy of the Hours 
    - The Benedictine Monks of Saint John’s Abbey in 
      Collegeville, MN:  https://saintjohnsabbey.org/live 
    - The Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey in 
      Conception, MO:   
      https://www.conceptionabbey.org/monastery/live/ 
 

For more resources during this time of 
quarantined living, please visit: 
  

Courageous Communion webpage — 
      https://www.archmil.org/Courageous-Communion  
 

Each day the Archbishop has a daily video  
reflection, which can be found at: 
 

https://www.archmil.org/Daily-Reflection  
 

Pope Francis' special Urbi et Orbi blessing on 
Friday, March 27, 2020 with full text and video of his 
meditation from St. Peter’s Basilica imploring our Lord to 
end the Coronavirus pandemic: 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-
et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html  

OPPORTUNITIES   FOR   PRAYER 

During this time of social distancing as together we all do our 
part to slow the spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus.  This 

leaves us with a deep longing for Christ in the Eucharist.  
While nothing can replace the Eucharist, this list of online 

resources may help you remain spiritually nourished. 
 

WEBSITES, BLOGS & PODCASTS 
FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FORMATION 

The following are some excellent websites that may be 
helpful to your spiritual growth. 

 

Integrated Catholic Life is a website and blog for people of 
all ages.  The articles and blogs contained here range from 
scriptural reflections to Catholic apologetics. 
      http://www.integratedcatholiclife.org/ 
 

LIFE TEEN blog is an excellent blog for teens and college 
students as they navigate what it means to be Catholic in 
today’s society.  https://lifeteen.com/blog/ 
 

CatholicMom.com is a collection of articles, reflections, and 
activity ideas for today’s busy mom.  There is also a podcast 
and a “hangout” for online discussion.   
      http://catholicmom.com/ 
 

Ministry Monday is a weekly podcast for liturgical musicians 
and is a service of the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians.  Each podcast provides liturgical musicians with 
the opportunities to learn, engage, grow and be renewed in 
their faith.  https://www.ministrymonday.org/ 
 

Busted Halo is a media resource that helps people of all 
ages understand the Catholic faith, put it into practice in their 
everyday lives, and share it with others. 
      https://bustedhalo.com/about 
 

Echoes from the Bell Tower Blog & Podcast is a ministry 
of the Monks of Saint Meinrad Archabbey in Saint Meinrad, 
Indiana.  It is devoted to observations on Christian faith, 
spirituality, and everyday events by contributors who have a 
deep connection to the Benedictine values lived out at Saint 
Meinrad Archabbey. 
 

Blog:  https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/seminary-blog/echoes-
from-the-bell-tower/?blogtype=s 
 

Podcast:  https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/echoes 
 

The Magnificat is offering their liturgical 
resources free during this pandemic at: 
 

      https://us.magnificat.net/free 
 

The Magnificat suggests a prayer of spiritual Communion: 
 

Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
of the altar, since I cannot now receive thee under the 

sacramental veil, I beseech thee, with a heart 
full of love and longing, to come spiritually 
into my soul through the Immaculate Heart 

of thy most Holy Mother, and to abide with me, 
thou in me, and I in thee, in time and in eternity.  Amen. 

SPIRITUAL  RESOURCES 

The Opportunities for Prayer & Spiritual Resources will remain for those choosing to not attend Mass yet. 
 

* The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is now dispensed from the Archbishop 
through Sunday, September 13 .  

Heart of the Nation, My Sunday Mass 
(temporarily being filmed at Sacred Heart Parish-Milwaukee) 

 

Television Mass TV Stations & Times 
 

WITI/Fox — Channel 6 
   Sunday at 5:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
 

WVTV/My24 — Channel 24        
   Sunday at 7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
     

or watch online at your convenience at: 
Heart of the Nation Online Mass 

You can also find the Sunday Mass from the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in Milwaukee 

online via the link below. 
https://www.archmil.org/Parishes/Find-A-Mass.htm  

With the dispensation being extended, the Archdiocese 
Communications department suggests to watch the 

“Heart of the Nation, My Sunday Mass” 
TV broadcast noted below.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E-LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E-LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E-LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ
https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/
https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/
https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
https://saintjohnsabbey.org/live
https://www.conceptionabbey.org/monastery/live/
https://www.archmil.org/evangelization/Contagious-Communion.htm
https://www.archmil.org/Courageous-Communion
https://www.archmil.org/Daily-Reflection
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
http://www.integratedcatholiclife.org/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/
http://catholicmom.com/
https://www.ministrymonday.org/
https://bustedhalo.com/about
https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/seminary-blog/echoes-from-the-bell-tower/?blogtype=s
https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/seminary-blog/echoes-from-the-bell-tower/?blogtype=s
https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/echoes/
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://www.heartofthenation.org/online-mass/sunday-mass#/
https://www.archmil.org/Parishes/Find-A-Mass.htm


Prayer for Aborted Children 
Heavenly Father, I pray that they know 
they would have been born wonderful 
and beautiful children.  I ask that You 
take these children into Your arms and 

comfort them.  I pray for forgiveness for 
their parents and others who counseled or 
provided or did not do enough to prevent 
their abortion.  I pray that these children 
continue to be with each other and with 
You.  Each of these girls and boys was 

fulfilling their important function of 
growing within the warmth and comfort 

of their mother’s womb.  Each one would have been born with their own personality and individuality and hopes and 
dreams.  None of them will ever experience the joy of growth, friendship, achievement, and love on earth.  None of them 

will have children or grandchildren and for that we are doubly and triply impoverished by their loss.  I pray that these girls 
and boys know how desirable, beloved, and dear they would have been for us, had they had the chance to touch us with their 

beauty and innocence and become a member of one of our families.  I pray that in time they become reunited in love with 
their parents and siblings.  I pray that You forgive us all for not sufficiently appreciating and valuing the children of Your 

creation, so that we have allowed the knowing termination of their innocent lives.  I also pray that we continue to learn 
and increase our compassion, so that our choices are always of life.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Source:  by Jim Harrison (Parishioner of St. John Neumann Catholic Church, Reston, Virginia, Diocese of Arlington)  

Labor Day Prayer 
 

God, in your goodness, 

you have made a home 

for the worker.  Make a 

place in our hearts for 

compassion to the men 

and women who labor 

tirelessly for basic 

necessities.  Ensure a 

place for the men and women who are struggling to 

find work.  Grant us your wisdom to greet and care for 

those who are unable to work due to illness or 

circumstances that prevent their participation. 

Be with the children who are not able to run and play, 

but instead must put in a hard day’s work to help their 

family afford to eat, to live.  Be with us all, 

Christ Jesus, as we go about the busyness of our work. 

Hold us accountable not only for our actions, but most 

importantly to each of our neighbors. 

May we continue to work together to bring about your 

reign!  We ask this in your holy name, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Feast of the Nativity of Mary — 
September 8 

 

Mary was born to be the mother of the 
Savior of the world, the spiritual 

mother of all men, and the holiest of 
God's creatures.  Because of her Son's 
infinite merits, she was conceived and 

born immaculate and full of grace.  
Through her, Queen of heaven and of earth, all grace is 
given to men.  Through her, by the will of the Trinity, 

the unbelieving receive the gift of faith; 
the afflicted are tendered the works of mercy; and 

the members of Christ grow in likeness of their Head. 
In Mary all human nature is exalted.  We rejoice in her 

birthday, as the Church has done from the earliest times. 
  

Source:  https://www.catholicculture.org 

Saint Peter Claver, Priest — September 9 
Patron Saint of slaves, Colombia, seafarers, and 

missionaries to Africa.  A builder of the Spanish Bridge, 
he personified respect for human rights. 

 

Saint Peter Claver was from the region 
around Barcelona, Spain.  He joined 
the Jesuits and requested to serve in 

the American missions.  Like so many 
saints, when he left for God, he left for 

good.  He never returned to friends and 
family in Spain.  He was ordained a 
priest in the port city of Cartagena, 
Colombia, in 1615, and immediately 

and from then on dedicated himself to 
the physical and spiritual care of 

African slaves.  But he didn’t just care for them in the fields 
or plantations of Colombia.  He met every slave ship he 

possibly could as soon as it dropped anchor in port. 
Using interpreters, he greeted the traumatized chained men 
and women with fresh water, ripe fruit, bandages, perfumes, 

food, medicine, lemons, a broad smile and charitable 
caresses.  When weather prohibited seafaring and he didn’t 

have to be in port, Peter instructed and baptized 
whatever slaves were open to it. 

He baptized more than forty thousand souls. 
 

 Source:  https://mycatholic.life 

The Most Holy Name of Mary — 
September 12 

 

The name Mary is rooted in ancient Se-
mitic languages:  in Hebrew Myriam and 
in Aramaic Maryam.  Philological studies 

suggest that Mary means “lady, 
beautiful one, or well-beloved,” or more 

descriptively, “high, lofty, exalted or 
august.”  These root meanings reflect 

well Archangel Gabriel’s greeting: 
“Hail, Mary, full of grace 

(or Rejoice, O highly favored daughter).  The Lord is with 
you.  Blessed are you among women”  (Lk 1:28).   

 

Source:  https://www.catholicherald.com 

https://www.catholicculture.org
https://mycatholic.life
https://www.catholicherald.com


COMMUNITY  AREA  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES SEMINARY 

 A VIRTUAL EVENING FROM THE SEMINARY 
Friday, September 25, 6:30 – 7:15 p.m. 

 

 We are unable to gather everyone together this year, but the 
joy and hope of our Annual Seminary Dinner will still be 
offered to all on September 25.  Our inspirational program 
will be streamed on our website for free online viewing. 

You will be amazed to see all of the men who want to serve 
the Lord as His priests!  Please support their formation by 

celebrating with us during the event, by praying for the men, 
and by contributing generously to their formation. 

  

For more information visit https://www.sfs.edu/SFSHome 
or call 414-747-6463. 

Hope Arising 
A NIGHT OF ADORATION AND WORSHIP 

Friday, September 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Sharon Lynne Center for the Arts 
Gerlach/Haack Outdoor Theater 

3270 Mitchell Park Drive, Brookfield 
 

Experience the Holy Spirit in a brand new way! 
This outdoor venue gives you the opportunity to 

Adore Jesus in the Eucharist in a safe way — 
outdoors, socially distanced, but prayerful! 

 

Music by Paul Vogrinc and the Arise Worship Band! 
 

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket to spread out on the lawn. 
Face masks will be optional when outdoors. 

Water is allowed, please no carry-ins. 
 

This event will happen rain or shine. 
In the event of rain, it will be moved 

indoors with social distancing 
and masks required. 

 

Please call 1-262-409-4774 
with any further questions. 

9/11:  THE CATHOLIC CHURCH REMEMBERS PATRIOT DAY 
 

911.  For years, those numbers simply meant a call for help.  Now they also 
remind us of September 11, 2001, the date of the worst terrorist attack on the 

United States of America and one of the deadliest days ever on American soil. 
 

In October 2001, the United States Congress passed a joint resolution designat-
ing that every September 11 be observed as "Patriot Day."  The resolution 

requests that  U.S. government entities and interested organizations and indi-
viduals display the flag of the United States at half staff on Patriot Day and 

that the people of the United States observe a moment of silence  in honor of 
the individuals who lost their lives as a result of the 9/11/2001 terrorist attacks. 

 

Here are links to liturgical resources for the observance of Patriot Day and 
bishops' statements and other materials for reading and reflection. 

 

In 2009, a presidential proclamation declared that  Patriot Day is also a 
"National Day of Service."  The proclamation calls on Americans to 

"participate in community service in honor of those our Nation lost, to observe 
this day with other ceremonies and activities, including remembrance 

services ... to honor the innocent victims who perished as a result 
of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.”  

 

Source:  https://www.usccb.org 

PRAYER FOR PATRIOT DAY 
 

Holy God, Creator of all people and all nations, 
It is with sorrow and apprehension 

we remember the tragic events that occurred on this day. 
 

We lift to You in prayer all those who died nn the Twin 
Towers, at the Pentagon, and on United Airlines Flight 93 

in Shankesville, Pennsylvania. 
 

We entrust them to Your loving care.  Console their fami-
lies, friends, and all who mourn this loss in the hope that 
all who trust in You find peace and rest in Your Kingdom. 

 

We pray for those who courageously responded to 
provide aid and comfort to the afflicted.  May their painful 

memories of that day be healed and transformed into 
strength and positive resolution. 

 

We also pray for ourselves as we seek Your strength and 
guidance.  We live in the aftermath of this tragedy and 

under the shadow of future acts of aggression; 
we stand in need of Your assistance. 

 

Enable us, Dear God, to put an end to fear:  by resolving 
to live lives that are based on respect for one another; by 
resolving to abide in a peaceful manner and never settle 
disagreements in our lives in a violent way; by resolving 
not to fall into the trap of blaming entire ethnic groups, 
races, or religions in response to acts of hostility; by 

resolving that justice, not revenge, prevail in our world. 
 

Let us resolve that in the face of hatred, we will show love; 
that in times of despair, we will be voices of hope and 

creators of new dreams; that in times of darkness, 
we will be sources of light. 

 

Let us resolve that we never regard forgiveness 
as weakness, but rather as a source of strength 

in our lives and in our world. 
 

And, let us honor the memory of nearly 3,000 individuals 
who died on September 11, 2001 by resolving, with Your 
help Almighty God, to truly live this way so You may be 

glorified and Your love made known to others through us. 
 

Amen. 
 

~ Bro. Darrell Burns, S.J.     Source:  https://www.xavier.edu 

https://www.sfs.edu/SFSHome
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/ordinary-time/liturgical-considerations-for-september-11
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