Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
September 13, 2020 ~ The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
PARISH STAFF
Administrator: Fr. Fred Alexander, OCD 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ...............................................
383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ...................................................
383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays & Holidays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ...............
350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens .......................
328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller....
671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania......
672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 39

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
If your health allows it, please wear a face covering.

DAILY MASSES

Daily Masses are Monday — Thursday this week at
5:00 p.m. in the Church. If you can, please wear a mask.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)

CONFESSIONS
Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Confession at this time.

HELPING HANDS
Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Fr. Fred at the Parish Office if you are
interested in a private Anointing at this time.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
“Lord, if my brother sins against me,
how often must I forgive?
As many as seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I say to you,
not seven times but seventy-seven times.”
~ Matthew 18:21-22

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 12, 2020

St. Florian Parish - September 13, 2020
CARMELITE QUOTE

through

“To undertake the journey to God
the heart must be burned and
purified of all creatures
with the fire of divine love.”
~ St. John of the Cross

September 20, 2020
Sat., September 12 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Anticipated)

4:00 p.m. † David Potter

Sun., September 13 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Mon., September 14 - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
5:00 p.m. Nguyen & Corcoran Families
Tues., September 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows
5:00 p.m. † Sylvia Brazeau
Wed., September 16 - SS. Cornelius, Pope; and
5:00 p.m. † Irene Moglia

Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

Thurs., September 17 - St. Robert Bellamine, Bishop & Doctor
5:00 p.m. † Lisa Pranghofer

of the Church

Fri., September 18 - Weekday
No Mass No Mass Intention

Readings for the week of September 13, 2020
Sun: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/
Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35
Mon: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/
Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Tues: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd-4, 5-6,
15-16, 20 [17]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Wed: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22 [12]/
Lk 7:31-35
Thurs: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28 [1]/
Lk 7:36-50
Fri: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15 [15b]/
Lk 8:1-3
Sat: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14 [14]/
Lk 8:4-15
Next Sun: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a

Sat., September 19 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Anticipated)

4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish

Sun., September 20 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. † Alvin & † Theresa Sidabras

ETERNAL FLAME
September 12 - September 18, 2020
In loving memory of:

† Joseph & † Virginia Hintz

GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
What right do we have to limit the
amount and degree of forgiveness we
show to others when we are so
desperately in need of it ourselves? In
not wanting someone who hurt us to
downplay or forget the gravity of their
wrong, we cling to anger, resentment,
and wrath as a way of maintaining
control. It is a way to acknowledge and
express our deep hurt. We fail to realize
that in doing so we hold ourselves
hostage to these destructive feelings and
actually become mired in the bondage
of sin. All we gain is further alienation
from ourselves, others, and especially
God. We are no longer free but tethered
to all of this unresolved negativity.
Don’t we really want to let it go? The
fact is that we need to.
A good self-reflective posture will
quickly show us that when the shoe is
on the other foot and we are the ones in
need of forgiveness, we desire it above
anything else. This is especially true
with our relationship with God. It is
hypocritical to want one thing for

ourselves and something else for
another. Yet, many act in precisely this
way.
Perhaps we think that in offering
forgiveness, even for the most grievous
of wrongs, somehow excuses the person
of their wrong and makes it almost
acceptable. This is what makes
revenge, retaliation, and punishment so
attractive. We see forgiveness as being
an eraser that easily wipes away the
offense without consequence. Or, we
may believe that in offering forgiveness
I must somehow forget the wrong and
open myself as a victim of even greater
possible hurts in the future. In fact,
forgiving my sister or brother of their
wrongful actions or attitudes involves
none of this. It does not erase anything
or position me vulnerably as a doormat
to be walked on.
Forgiveness is an act of freedom that
restores honest dialogue, shares true,
and heartfelt feelings and acknowledges
the consequences of an action. It admits
that the wrong has caused a hurt that

must be healed and squarely positions
responsibility on the offender. The act
of forgiveness recognizes our sinfulness
and brokenness. It also admits that the
most saintly among us is capable of
doing very grave and deep harm to
another person. It sees that we all can
be victims of our passions and works in
progress that deserve unlimited chances
to get it right. With forgiveness, I
release myself from the bonds of
negativity and pursue a path of
restoration, wholeness, and healing. I
do not forget the wrong nor do I dismiss
it. Sometimes, we have to stay far away
from the one who hurt us. But we can
still heal internally and be free.
For the one who wants to be forgiven
and the one who needs offer
forgiveness, the journey can be an
adventure in learning what brought us to
this place and what is needed to move
forward. This is exactly how God treats
us. Why would we not want to do the
same for others?

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Florian Parish - September 13, 2020
In September,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, September 12- Anticipated 24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
No Confessions in Church
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings
Sunday, September 13 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 am Mass in Church with Birthday Blessings
* Daily Masses are Monday — Thursday this week.
A Private Mass will continue to be celebrated without
an assembly to honor any Mass Intentions on Friday.
Monday, September 14
11:30 am Staff Meeting in the Parish Office
5:00 pm Mass in Church
Tuesday, September 15
5:00 pm Mass in Church
Wednesday, September 16
5:00 pm Mass in Church
Thursday, September 17
5:00 pm Mass in Church
Friday, September 18
No Mass
Saturday, September 19 - Anticipated 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
No Confessions in Church
3:00 pm Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm Mass in Church with Anniversary Blessings
Sunday, September 20 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 am Mass in Church with Anniversary Blessings

CHRISTIAN WOMEN/HOLY NAME
SOCIETY BREAKFAST/MEETINGS
Our meetings are on hold due to the restrictions
placed by the Archdiocese regarding food being
shared indoors. We will keep you informed when the
restrictions are lifted and breakfast/meetings can resume.

Catherine Becker
Joe Carpenter
Beth Cesar
Marlene Daniels
Gregg & Susan
Dufek
Patrick Goesch
Helen Guszkowski

Joyce Johnson
Ruth Kressl
Helen Markowski
Betty Michalowski
Candy Netterfield
Katherine Papa
Mary Priewe
Elizabeth Reineck

Patrick & Rose
Redmond
Lynn Sheng
Edie Wurcer
Gloria Zelazek
Bernie Zimney

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Deciding to travel the challenging road of forgiveness is
choosing a journey toward greater freedom. Resentment,
anger, and clinging to past hurts not only keep open
wounds that long for healing but bring us down paths that
are eventually self-destructive. Harboring grudges and
withholding forgiveness not only shut down relationships
with others, but with God and myself as well. To choose to
forgive another person, regardless of how grave the wrong,
is a choice to be released from bondage to past wounds
and scars and to pursue the gift of life and love again.
Who among us has not wrong or sinned against another?
We certainly would want God to understand, forgive,
and show mercy upon us. It is hypocritical of us
to not extend that same grace to our neighbor.

CHURCH DONATIONS
With the Archbishop’s Dispensation to attend Sunday Mass
being lifted as of Monday, September 14,
more of you will most likely attend Mass.
This will make it easier for you to deposit your donation
envelopes in our collection baskets.
If your health prohibits attending, please continue to mail
them to the parish office or drop in the
mail slot of the parish office door anytime
for your convenience.
For those who have done this during this
long break from attending weekly Mass,
we thank you.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure out the next step to take in our journey. We can even become
immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about making the wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of the song,
“Should I Stay, or Should I Go”, as a mantra for many times in my life. Should I stay in this house, this job, or this car?
Should I go here or there? When those times of decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my friends, or even my children.
Talking it out can help, and their perspectives give me more data to consider. When I lean on others to help me
make a decision, it helps me become more confident in my choices.
Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely do we understand God’s calling clearly at first. God’s calling is always
more easily discerned within a community of faithful disciples. Our stewardship way of life can suffer greatly if we refuse
to allow others to assist us in the process of discernment. What gifts or talents are needed for the task at hand?
Where do I fit best into God’s plan? Where is God leading me? No one should have to decide the answers to these
questions alone. We need to always lean on the Body of Christ to help us see the path that God has laid before us.
Without a little help along the journey, over time we might find ourselves stuck in the same place where we started.
– Tracy Earl Welliver

The Archdiocese allows Phase 2 to begin of
The Catholic Comeback September 14.
Please see updates via the link below.
The Catholic Comeback | Returning to Sunday Mass
Archbishop Listecki
has released specific
guidelines for returning
to Mass. If you have not
yet had a chance to
review these, we
encourage you to do so.
You can find the guide at:
https://www.archmil.org/Our-Faith/CoVID-19-Updates.htm

Please note our Masses this week are:

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Daily Masses are
Monday - Thursday
at 5:00 p.m.

All Masses are in the main Church.
Anointings are by appointment only.
Confessions are by appointment only.
Please note that face coverings are
required while inside the Church.
Call the Parish Office with questions.

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
September 7, 2020

$100 - Cathy Mikolajczak
September 8, 2020

$25 - Kathleen Jutz
FALL PROGRAM REGISTRATION INFO
Registration materials for the fall Religious
Education Program for K4 - grade 11 were sent out.
Classes will again be held at St. Rita Parish.
Our class time will be 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.
Our classes will all be small groups
so we can observe social distancing.
Following the mask mandate,
everyone will be required to wear a mask.
Orientation for K4 - grade 8 will be held next
Sunday, September 20th at 10:15 a.m. in
Arnold Hall (60th Street & Lincoln Avenue).
Orientation for high school will be Sunday,
September 27th at 10:15 a.m. in Arnold Hall.
If you have any questions,
or if you require registration materials,
please call Barbara at 414-541-7515.

CATHOLIC QUOTE

As of August 5, per an Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Catholic Comeback directive, face coverings must be
worn in compliance with the Governor’s Executive
Order or other municipal orders while in Church.
WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Cremation and The Church
Question: Can Catholics be cremated?
Answer: As the practice of cremation becomes more and more common, it’s important to know
what the Church asks of families who have chosen this for a loved one who has died.
As the U.S. Bishops observe on their website, “Ideally, if a family chooses cremation, the cremation would take place some
time after the Funeral Mass, so that there can be an opportunity for the Vigil for the Deceased in the presence of the body.”
However, if cremation takes places before the Funeral Mass, the cremated remains can be present at the Funeral Mass and
the appendix to the Order of Christian Funerals provides adaptations for the texts and rituals
that are part of the Funeral Mass and the Committal.
The primary concern is that the cremated remains should be treated with the same respect given to any human remains.
The Order of Christian Funerals instructs, “This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the manner in
which they are carried, and the care and attention to appropriate placement and transport, and the final disposition.
The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium.
The practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the
home of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires” (no. 417).
It is becoming more and more common for parishes or diocese-sponsored cemeteries to include columbaria
to house cremated remains in a way that respects Church teaching, allowing family and friends
the opportunity to honor the remains of the one they have lost with dignity, reverence, and care.

September 13 -

Blessing
of

Grandparents
Exaltation of the Holy Cross - September 14
This feast was observed in Rome before the end of the
seventh century. It commemorates the recovery of the
Holy Cross, which had been placed on Mt. Calvary by
St. Helena and preserved in Jerusalem, but then had fallen
into the hands of Chosroas, King of the Persians.
The precious relic was recovered and returned
to Jerusalem by Emperor Heraclius in 629.
The lessons from the Breviary tell us that Emperor Heraclius
carried the Cross back to Jerusalem on his shoulders.
He was clothed with costly garments and with ornaments of
precious stones. But at the entrance to Mt. Calvary a
strange incident occurred. Try as hard as he would, he
could not go forward. Zacharias, the Bishop of Jerusalem,
then said to the astonished monarch: "Consider, O
Emperor, that with these triumphal ornaments you are far
from resembling Jesus carrying His Cross." The Emperor
then put on a penitential garb and continued the journey.
Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/

Our Lady of Sorrows - September 15
The feast dates back to the 12 th
century. It was especially
promoted by the Cistercians and
the Servites, so much so that in
the 14 th and 15 th centuries it was
widely celebrated throughout
the Catholic Church. In 1482
the feast was added to the
Missal under the title of "Our
Lady of Compassion." Pope
Benedict XIII added it to the
Roman Calendar in 1727 on the
Friday before Palm Sunday. In
1913, Pope Pius X fixed the
date on September 15. The title
"Our Lady of Sorrows" focuses on Mary's intense
suffering during the passion and death of Christ. "The
Seven Dolors," the title by which it was celebrated in
the 17 th century, referred to the seven swords that
pierced the Heart of Mary. The feast is like an octave
for the birthday of Our Lady on September 8 th . —
Excerpted from Our Lady of Sorrows by Fr. Paul
Haffner (Inside the Vatican, September 2004)

Good and gracious God, you have given us the gift of
children, who in turn give us the gift of grandchildren.
Bless our children and
help them to be good parents to our grandchildren.
Let the little children come to us with arms wide open.
Help us to open our hearts as wide as
those little arms that wrap around our necks.
Protect them and their parents from worry and stress.
And give us as many days of life as possible
to hear those little voices.
We ask all this in Jesus' name who is your Son
and lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Memorial of Sts. Cornelius, pope and
martyr and Cyprian, bishop and martyr
- September 16
Today the Church
commemorates two
friends in the service of
Christ and his Church.
Cornelius, a Roman, was
the twenty-first Pope
during the reign of the
Emperor Gallus and
Volusian. He had to
oppose Novatian, the
first anti-pope, who
believed that apostates
who repented could not
be forgiven. Helped by
St. Cyprian, Cornelius
confirmed his papal
authority. He was beheaded in exile at Civitavecchia, Italy
in 253. Saints Cyprian and Cornelius are mentioned in the
Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I) of the Mass.
Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/

Memorial of St. Robert Bellarmine,
bishop and doctor - September 17

As Mary stood at the foot of the Cross on which Jesus
hung, the sword of sorrow Simeon had foretold
pierced her soul.

St. Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621)
was born in Montepulciano, Italy,
and died in Rome. The son of
noble parents, he entered the
Society of Jesus, finishing his
theological studies at Louvain,
Belgium. His services to the
Church were outstanding and many.
He occupied the chair of
controversial theology in Rome.
He defended the Holy See against anti-clericals. He wrote
books against the prevailing heresies of the day. His
catechism, translated into many languages, spread the
knowledge of Christian doctrine to all parts of the world.
He was the Counsellor of Popes and spiritual director of St.
Aloysius Gonzaga. He helped St. Francis de Sales obtain
approval of the Visitation Order. As a religious he was a
model of purity, humility and obedience; as a bishop and
Cardinal, an example of great love for his flock.

Source: https://www.passionistnuns.org/

Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/

This feast is dedicated to the spiritual martyrdom of
Mary, Mother of God, and her compassion with the
sufferings of her Divine Son, Jesus. In her suffering as
co-redeemer, she reminds us of the tremendous evil of
sin and shows us the way of true repentance. May the
numerous tears of the Mother of God be conducive to
our salvation; with which tears Thou, O God,
are able to wash away the sins of the whole world.

Stewardship
Actual

COMMUNITY AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Budget

Autumn Labyrinth Walk
Saturday, September 19, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Norbertine Center for Spirituality
St. Norbert Abbey, 1016 North Broadway, De Pere

Over/
(Under)

Month of August 2020
Envelopes
Offertory
End of Year Appeal
Total

8,167
1,226
4,530
13,923

5,760
1,440
4,000
11,200

2,407
(214)
530
2,723

14,400
3,360
8,000
25,760

1,435
(730)
6,195
6,900

Year to Date
Envelopes
Offertory
End of Year Appeal
Total

15,835
2,630
14,195
32,660

Other Income YTD
Cristo Rey / Carmel Hall
Carmel Hall Misc.
Cristo Rey Parish Offices

5,000
4,000
1,005

5,000
4,000
1,000

Mary Queen of Saints Catholic Academy NEWS
SOLES FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION WALK
2020 Virtual Soles Walk - Saturday, October 17
As chairs of the 2020 Soles for Catholic Education Walk,
we invite you to join us in supporting Catholic education at
these especially tender times. We see the critical need to
support our Catholic schools as they help prepare our
children for a faith-filled future.

0
0
5

The labyrinth is an ancient symbol of journey & spiritual
renewal, a path of prayer. Walking the labyrinth can be
experienced as a personal pilgrimage where new
insight, healing, and peace may be found. Walk the grass
labyrinth that is based on the design within the Chartres
Cathedral (AD 1220). New to the labyrinth? NCS staff
will be on hand to assist you. Facilitator: Kathie Tilot.
Cost: $5. Registration appreciated. Please dress
appropriately as this walk will happen rain or shine.
Register by calling 1-920-337-4350.

Autumn Day of Prayer
Wednesday, September 30, 9:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Redemptorist Retreat Center
1800 North Timber Trail Lane, Oconomowoc
Pre-registration is advised but walk-ins are most welcome.
Cost: $30 includes materials and lunch
As the season slowly changes from summer to autumn, we
reflect on the changes in our lives. This day of prayer is not
a silent retreat. It begins with refreshments in the serving
area, followed by a conference, the sacrament of
Reconciliation, and time for silent reflection.
After lunch, we will pray the Rosary together and
close with the celebration of the Eucharist.
To register please call 1-262-567-6900.

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Walk will be virtual.
Register to walk with your family on October 17 and
make a donation to help your favorite Catholic school
raise needed funds.
Please be sure to select MQSCA.
100% of your donation goes to the school of your choice.
We have great news! Right now, you can make an even
bigger impact thanks to our generous Soles Walk
sponsors who have stepped up to provide matching
dollars to our schools. Sponsorship dollars will be
distributed proportionally to each school raising funds
through the Walk. Our sponsors believe so greatly in the
importance of Catholic education that they have already
contributed more than $100,000 in matching funds.
Our Catholic schools are raising money for items they
critically need such as technology, tuition assistance, and
supplies to keep their students & staff healthy and
safe. Your gift will make a difference by helping your
favorite school reach its goal.
During this pandemic, please
help us make our children’s
education the best it can be.
Gratefully,
Lora and Joe LoCoco
2020 Walk Chairpersons

Gift, Gratitude and Joy:
An “At Home” Retreat
Friday, October 2 - Sunday, October 4
An online, ecumenical retreat rooted in Franciscan
Spirituality, Caring for Creation, and
a moment to pause and reflect this fall.
Gift, Gratitude, and Joy: Finding Our Sacred Roots in
God’s Creation is a retreat for people searching for a deeper
understanding of Franciscan spirituality, a Christian
foundation for Caring for Creation, or just a prayerful
moment in these challenging times.
The retreat is designed to participate in together as a
community, but know that all materials will be available
after the listed times for individuals to go at their own pace.
To register, please click here or call (414) 758-2286.

The Opportunities for Prayer & Spiritual Resources will remain for those choosing to not attend Mass yet.
* The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is now dispensed
from the Archbishop through Sunday, September 13 .
SPIRITUAL RESOURCES

With the dispensation being extended, the Archdiocese
Communications department suggests to watch the
“Heart of the Nation, My Sunday Mass”
TV broadcast noted below.
Heart of the Nation, My Sunday Mass

(temporarily being filmed at Sacred Heart Parish-Milwaukee)
Television Mass TV Stations & Times
WITI/Fox — Channel 6
Sunday at 5:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

WVTV/My24 — Channel 24
Sunday at 7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.
or watch online at your convenience at:
Heart of the Nation Online Mass

You can also find the Sunday Mass from the
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in Milwaukee
online via the link below.
https://www.archmil.org/Parishes/Find-A-Mass.htm
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER
The following are live-stream options for the celebration
of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of
the Church. This list is in no way exhaustive; it is merely
an attempt to help the Faithful pray together.
Daily Mass with Pope Francis (Vatican News) —

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7ELYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ

Celebrate an In-Home Celebration of the Word —
https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/
How to Make a Spiritual Communion —
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant
-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
Liturgy of the Hours
- The Benedictine Monks of Saint John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, MN: https://saintjohnsabbey.org/live
- The Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey in
Conception, MO:
https://www.conceptionabbey.org/monastery/live/
For more resources during this time of
quarantined living, please visit:
Courageous Communion webpage —
https://www.archmil.org/Courageous-Communion
Each day the Archbishop has a daily video
reflection, which can be found at:
https://www.archmil.org/Daily-Reflection
Pope Francis' special Urbi et Orbi blessing on
Friday, March 27, 2020 with full text and video of his
meditation from St. Peter’s Basilica imploring our Lord to
end the Coronavirus pandemic:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbiet-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html

During this time of social distancing as together we all do our
part to slow the spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus. This
leaves us with a deep longing for Christ in the Eucharist.
While nothing can replace the Eucharist, this list of online
resources may help you remain spiritually nourished.
WEBSITES, BLOGS & PODCASTS
FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FORMATION
The following are some excellent websites that may be
helpful to your spiritual growth.
Integrated Catholic Life is a website and blog for people of
all ages. The articles and blogs contained here range from
scriptural reflections to Catholic apologetics.
http://www.integratedcatholiclife.org/
LIFE TEEN blog is an excellent blog for teens and college
students as they navigate what it means to be Catholic in
today’s society. https://lifeteen.com/blog/
CatholicMom.com is a collection of articles, reflections, and
activity ideas for today’s busy mom. There is also a podcast
and a “hangout” for online discussion.
http://catholicmom.com/
Ministry Monday is a weekly podcast for liturgical musicians
and is a service of the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians. Each podcast provides liturgical musicians with
the opportunities to learn, engage, grow and be renewed in
their faith. https://www.ministrymonday.org/
Busted Halo is a media resource that helps people of all
ages understand the Catholic faith, put it into practice in their
everyday lives, and share it with others.
https://bustedhalo.com/about
Echoes from the Bell Tower Blog & Podcast is a ministry
of the Monks of Saint Meinrad Archabbey in Saint Meinrad,
Indiana. It is devoted to observations on Christian faith,
spirituality, and everyday events by contributors who have a
deep connection to the Benedictine values lived out at Saint
Meinrad Archabbey.
Blog: https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/seminary-blog/echoesfrom-the-bell-tower/?blogtype=s
Podcast: https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/echoes
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The Magnificat suggests a prayer of spiritual Communion:

Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the altar, since I cannot now receive thee under the
sacramental veil, I beseech thee, with a heart
full of love and longing, to come spiritually
into my soul through the Immaculate Heart
of thy most Holy Mother, and to abide with me,
thou in me, and I in thee, in time and in eternity. Amen.

August 25, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For more than 25 years of my priestly life, I taught moral theology, both in high school and college, and for
over 17 of those years at the graduate level of the major seminary. Inevitably, a question would be posed by
one of the students: “Father, is it really a serious sin to miss Sunday Mass?” I would answer directly and
firmly “yes.” Then, I would qualify that certain circumstances exempt a person from the obligation. Some
look upon the obligation as fulfilling a law that the Church imposes. Laws are given to us to assist us and protect us in our journey through life. But, we must always look deeper, seeing the person and the relationship,
which directs and defines the law. I would always attempt to have the students understand that our obligation
comes from a deep relationship we have with God and the acknowledgment that His Son, who is our Savior
and Redeemer, was raised on this particular day of the week. The importance of celebrating this day was
something even the earliest of Christians could not live without.

What made sense for many of my students was the example of how we, as family members, are expected to
attend certain family gatherings or functions, which demonstrate our belonging and the value that we have as
family members. It is a means of acknowledging our identity and growing in our experience as a family. For
instance, in my home, as an extended family member, you were always expected to attend Christmas Eve dinner at my grandfather’s home and only a serious situation would justify your absence. Our family history and
relationships were built upon this gathering and others that were deemed essential. The same holds true for
Sunday Mass.

Our obligation to attend Sunday worship reflects the very character of who we are as Catholics. When we fail
in our responsibility before God, we sin. Therefore, we need to form our consciences so that we can be fully
informed in making decisions about our actions. The Church in Her wisdom offers us guidelines to help in
our formation.

Knowing how serious the obligation is to attend Sunday Mass, you must understand the thoughtful and prayerful discernment that caused me to dispense from the obligation to attend Sunday worship for the last six
months. As responsible parish communities, we needed to assess the transmission of the COVID-19 virus,
permit our parishes the time to establish plans for sanitizing worship spaces, secure needed resources, evaluate
the appropriate numbers for social distancing and solicit the voluntary personnel necessary to accomplish the
tasks of preparing our worship spaces. The dispensation was made for the safety of all and to alleviate the burden of those conflicted by the obligation to attend Mass due to the coronavirus threat.

(Please see page 2 on the other side.)
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Many have been fortunate to continue their prayer at home because of technology, viewing the Mass on Heart
of the Nation, public broadcasts or live-streaming. But televised or computer viewing does not fulfill the Sunday obligation. Instead, it is there to help those prohibited from attending public celebrations to have a sense
of connectedness and it wonderfully fulfilled that task.

Assisted by many volunteers, our parishes have worked very hard to provide for sanitized environments, observing social distancing, the wearing of masks and the use of hand sanitizers. Because of these efforts since
the end of May, we have already experienced a return to Sunday worship.

On September 14, 2020, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation will expire, and it will be the responsibility of those who are capable and not prohibited by other circumstances to attend Sunday Mass. Those who deliberately fail to attend Sunday Mass commit a grave sin.

There are circumstances where the obligation cannot be fulfilled. One example is the impossibility to attend
Mass. When our Churches were closed and offered no public Masses, it was impossible for people to attend,
and so there was no sin for missing Mass. If a person is ill, especially during this pandemic, they should remain at home. Likewise, if a person is at risk because of age, underlying medical conditions or a compromised immune system, one would be excused from the obligation. If a person is caring for a sick person,
even if they are not sick, they would be excused from the obligation out of charity. Fear of getting sick, in
and of itself, does not excuse someone from the obligation. However, if the fear is generated because of atrisk factors, such as pre-existing conditions, age or compromised immune systems, then the fear would be
sufficient to excuse from the obligation.

It is up to each individual to weigh their own circumstances through an examination of their conscience and
determine, by use of their conscience, whether or not they are excused from the Sunday obligation. Remember, a well-formed conscience is upright and truthful.

Our Sunday worship is a joyful obligation. It is a witness to God as the priority in our lives. We place our
trust in Him and His Church. We, together, recognize Him in the breaking of the bread as He offers himself to
us in Communion so that, in His name, we might LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Amazing Grace,
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee

