Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
July 19, 2020 ~ The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
PARISH STAFF
Administrator: Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D. 383-3565, ext. 2
Email ......... pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest
ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3614
Phone ...............................................
383-3565, ext. 0
Fax ...................................................
383-2708
Email ............. stflorian@archmil.org
Website ............... www.stflorian.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(The Parish Office is closed on Fridays.)
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson: Kate Klister ...............
350-9217
Vice Chair: Sue Jens .......................
328-4042
Trustee/Secretary: Russell Miller....
671-2385
Trustee/Treasurer: Sandy Kania......
672-0364
MUSIC DIRECTORS
Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109
CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE
Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 39
SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick — CANCELLED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE (subject to change)
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday (Anticipated) ......................
Sunday ..............................................

4:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

DAILY MASSES — NONE THIS WEEK
Daily Masses are due to return in August,
please check bulletins weekly for further details.
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)

CONFESSIONS
Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Fred if you are
interested in the Sacrament of Confession. Thank you.

HELPING HANDS

Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY

(our Parish Cluster School)
1227 South 116 Street • West Allis, WI 53214 476-0751
Jen Vega, Principal • Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org
School Website: mqsca.org
Email for Registration Information: floodc@mqscateacher.org

“The righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father.”
~ Matthew 13:43a

The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 18, 2020
through

July 26, 2020
Sat., July 18 - Anticipated 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
† Paul Klister
Sun., July 19 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Mon., July 20 - Weekday
† Doris Mueller
Tues., July 21 - Weekday
No Mass Intention
Wed., July 22 - St. Mary Magdelene
† Virginia Hintz
Thurs., July 23 - Weekday
† Alvin & † Theresa Sidabras
Fri., July 24 - Weekday
† Scott Grapatin
Sat., July 25 - Anticipated 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Parishioners of St. Florian Parish
Sun., July 26 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
† Art Kania, Jr.

ETERNAL FLAME

St. Florian Parish - July 19, 2020
CARMELITE QUOTE
“Be deeply sorry for any time that is lost or passes
without your loving God.”
~ St. John of the Cross

Readings for the week of July 19, 2020
Sun: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/
Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
Mon: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23
[23b]/Mt 12:38-42
Tues: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/
Mt 12:46-50
Wed: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/
Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Thurs: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 [10a]/
Mt 13:10-17
Fri: Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/
Mt 13:18-23
Sat: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5]/
Mt 20:20-28
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,
129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/
Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

CATHOLIC QUOTE

July 18 - July 24, 2020
In loving memory of:

† Art Kania, Jr.
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER
July 14, 2020

$25 - Steve Rydzik
GOSPEL MEDITATION — ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Grace and sin, belief and unbelief,
good and evil all exist together. While
we wrestle with these two dimensions of
reality inwardly, they are also witnessed
in the actions and words of others.
Many, all too often, beat themselves up
because of their sin. We are also all too
quick to pass judgment on others whom
we perceive to be in error and walking
down a wrong path. God does not make
rash judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day as is an
understanding that God is ultimately the
caller of the shots.
Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph.
As long as we can cultivate even a little
faith and a small measure of desire for
God, He can produce abundant bless-

ings and good things. Even when the
weeds seem to have triumphed, there
still may be a small measure of faith
remaining that can be cultivated and
grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a
person totally allows the weeds to reign,
there is always to be found at least a
small measure of faith, good, light, and
love. With even this small portion, God
can produce abundant growth.
Admittedly, it is easy to give into the
weeds, and they grow very quickly.
Any gardener knows this to be true.
Sometimes, the weeds even seem more
attractive and vibrant. Dealing with
weeds can quickly become a losing
battle, and they can look healthier and
grow faster than the very plants we are
trying to protect. It’s easy to give into
them and let them win. While God will

deal with all things in due time, we are
responsible for keeping things in check
in the short term. It is our task to keep
our eyes fixed on God’s presence and
mercy. We are asked to avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to
deal with the weeds in someone else’s
garden, only our own. One garden is
enough responsibility for anyone.
Weeds have power. We have to
realize this. While they can appear
attractive and healthy, they can quickly
choke us off from God’s presence. Our
task is one of maintenance and cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest
kernel of faith can grow into something
wonderful. In God’s time, the eternal
harvest will come, and we will no
longer have to worry about the weeds.

The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Florian Parish - July 19, 2020
In July,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, July 18 - Anticipated 16th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
No Confessions in Church
4:00 pm Mass in Church
Sunday, July 19 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Mass in Church
* There are no public Daily Masses the remainder of
July. Private Masses will continue to be celebrated
without an assembly to honor any Mass Intentions.
Monday, July 20
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED
Tuesday, July 21
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED
Wednesday, July 22
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED
Thursday, July 23
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED
Friday, July 24
5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel CANCELLED
Saturday, July 25 - Anticipated 17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
No Confessions in Church
4:00 pm Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings
Sunday, July 26 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8:00 am Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings

CONFESSIONS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Fred
to request a private Confession at this time.

Catherine Becker Helen Markowski Elizabeth Reineck
Beth Cesar
Bernie & James
Patrick & Rose
Gregg & Susan
McGivern
Redmond
Dufek
Betty Michalowski
Carolyn Toby
Patrick Goesch
Candy Netterfield
Edie Wurcer
Helen Guszkowski
family
Gloria Zelazek
Joyce Johnson
Katherine Papa
Bernie Zimney
Ruth Kressl
Mary Priewe

CHURCH DONATIONS
With the Church open again, many may still choose
to stay at home due to health reasons.

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is dispensed
from the Archbishop through Sunday, August 2.
Please know that donations can be mailed to the office
or dropped in the mail slot of the Parish Office door.
Many of you have continued to do this and
it has been greatly appreciated. Thank you.

LIVE THE LITURGY —
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Grace and sin are found together. As much as our hearts
long for union with God, there is always that part of us that
resists. As much as I wholeheartedly believe in God, there
is a dimension of disbelief with which I also wrestle. Even
though we may seek purity and integrity in all of our
thoughts, words, and deeds, there is also the path toward
weakness and sin that we find ourselves traversing. Just as
weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so too can
weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The
call is to realize the power the weeds of sin have to choke
us off from God’s presence. While God allows the wheat
and the weeds to exist together, we must keep our eyes
fixed on God’s mercy and forgiveness and resist the death
that comes from giving way to sin and evil. In God’s time,
the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to
worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant and
regularly seek the assistance of the Master Gardener.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Do What Needs to Be Done
A friend recently confided in me that although he prayed frequently each day and was involved heavily in his parish, he did
not sense much fruit coming from it all and was left feeling unsatisfied. I assured him he was not alone. I told him of a
deceased pastor of mine who had spoken frequently about being in this type of situation. Even as a priest, he knew all too
well of how we can feel like we are simply going through the motions. It is precisely at those times that continuing to pray
and practicing good stewardship is most important, because it would be easier to simply take a break and
risk never coming back. He liked to say, “Do the drill,” meaning just do what needs to be done.
We are all called to be mature disciples who answer the call of Jesus Christ regardless of the cost. We cannot choose when
and where the call will come. We cannot schedule our stewardship in a way that is always most convenient for us.
Even when the fruits of our faithful efforts seem hidden from us, we hold to the promise that we are never called
to give of ourselves for nothing. God is working through us and in us. No matter how dry the land may seem,
seeds are being planted to yield a harvest greater than we can ever realize. Stay strong and do the drill!
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

All other Parish Events continue
to be cancelled except the:
Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
No Daily Masses the next 2 weeks
due to scheduling conflicts.
Please check the bulletin or
our website for our Daily Mass
schedule dates when they
resume in August.
Confessions by appointment only.
Call the Parish Office
with any questions.
There are several changes for the
safe celebration of Mass.
Read “The Catholic Comeback” guidelines
from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
at the link below for more information.
The Catholic Comeback | Returning to Sunday Mass
Archbishop Listecki
has released specific
guidelines for returning
to Mass. If you have
not yet had a chance to
review these, we
encourage you to do so.
You can find the guide HERE.

THANK YOU LETTER
On behalf of the Milwaukee Council of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, we thank you, the members of St. Florian
Parish, for your past support of the St. Florian conference.
Throughout the years, Vincentians actively served the poor,
vulnerable and needy within the West Milwaukee
community and they provided food and household goods
via the monthly Food Pantry. We gratefully acknowledge
the most recent members of the St. Florian conference,
many of whom have been long-standing members:
Mary Costello,
Sandy Kania,
Mary Nehlsen,
Kathleen Palm
and Elizabeth Reineck
Additionally, several volunteers helped to serve the needs
of the Food Pantry. Your genuine care, generosity and
financial support has been a blessing to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. For more information or to donate, please
contact us via one of the ways below.
Penny Krafczyk, Milwaukee Council President
and
Debbie Duskey, Executive Director

website: http://www.svdpmilw.org/home.aspx

WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Fish on Friday
Question: Why do Catholics eat fish on Friday?
Answer: For centuries, meatless Fridays were the norm for Catholics throughout the world. Friday was chosen because
that was the day on which Jesus died, and Christians wanted to find a way to honor that day with special prayers and
acts of penance and self-denial. The practice of abstaining from meat on Fridays — under pain of sin — grew out of
that desire, and it became an official part of Church teaching until the time of the Second Vatican Council.
In the 1960s, there was a shift in the Church’s thinking, in large part because there was a recognition that differences in
cultures and economic realities meant that eating or not eating meat had different meanings for different peoples.
For example, in cultures that were largely dependent on seafood or a vegetarian diet, abstaining from meat was no sacrifice
at all. While in other places, eating fish and other kinds of seafood was actually something rare and special and
not a sacrifice. This was all part of a basic reflection on “why we do what we do” among the Church’s pastors.
Today, Catholics throughout the world are still instructed to abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent. The bishops of some
countries, such as in England and Wales, ask Catholics to abstain from meat every Friday, continuing the older tradition.
The Bishops of the United States have taken a slightly different approach, encouraging Catholics to honor Friday as a special
day by abstaining from meat every Friday or by taking on some other work of penance or charity for the sake of others.
Regardless of what we choose to do, the real value in all of this is to see a reflection of Good Friday in each Friday,
to remember the self-giving love of Jesus, and to honor that love through some sort of sacrifice or act of mercy.

The Opportunities for Prayer listing and Spiritual Resources information will remain
in the bulletin for those choosing to not attend Mass yet for various health reasons.
* The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is now dispensed from the Archbishop through Sunday, August 2.
Heart of the Nation Television Mass — Providers/Stations
WVTV/My24 — Channel 24
Sunday at 7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.

WITI/Fox — Channel 6
Sunday at 5:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

or watch online at: Heart of the Nation Online Mass

For those who had been watching the Sunday Mass on
TV at 11:00 a.m., please extend a thank you to Fox6.
At Parishioners’ requests, I called the Archdiocese to find
out why they have not broadcast Mass the last 2 weekends.
They advised Fox6 did this as a service to the
community free-of-charge for the last several weeks.
When the Archdiocese let them know the dispensation was
extended again, Fox6 told them they could no longer provide
this free community service and would need to start their
regular broadcasting schedule due to their contracts.
The Archdiocese Communications department is so grateful
that Fox6 broadcast as long as they did and apologize
for any inconvenience to Parishioners that this may cause.
They advised to please watch the “Heart of the Nation”
TV broadcast noted above. You can also find the
Sunday Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Mass
online and watch via the link below. Thank you.
https://www.archmil.org/Parishes/Find-A-Mass.htm
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER
The following are live-stream options for the celebration
of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of
the Church. This list is in no way exhaustive; it is merely
an attempt to help the Faithful pray together.
Daily Mass with Pope Francis (Vatican News) —

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7ELYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ

Celebrate an In-Home Celebration of the Word —
https://edwardsri.com/2020/03/13/17088/
How to Make a Spiritual Communion —
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant
-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
Liturgy of the Hours
- The Benedictine Monks of Saint John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, MN: https://saintjohnsabbey.org/live
- The Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey in
Conception, MO:
https://www.conceptionabbey.org/monastery/live/
For more resources during this time of
quarantined living, please visit:
Courageous Communion webpage —
https://www.archmil.org/Courageous-Communion
Each day the Archbishop has a daily video
reflection, which can be found at:
https://www.archmil.org/Daily-Reflection
Pope Francis' special Urbi et Orbi blessing on
Friday, March 27, 2020 with full text and video of his
meditation from St. Peter’s Basilica imploring our Lord to
end the Coronavirus pandemic:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbiet-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html

SPIRITUAL RESOURCES
During this time of social distancing as together we all do our
part to slow the spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus. This
leaves us with a deep longing for Christ in the Eucharist.
While nothing can replace the Eucharist, this list of online
resources may help you remain spiritually nourished.
WEBSITES, BLOGS & PODCASTS
FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FORMATION
The following are some excellent websites that may be
helpful to your spiritual growth.
Integrated Catholic Life is a website and blog for people of
all ages. The articles and blogs contained here range from
scriptural reflections to Catholic apologetics.
http://www.integratedcatholiclife.org/
LIFE TEEN blog is an excellent blog for teens and college
students as they navigate what it means to be Catholic in
today’s society. https://lifeteen.com/blog/
CatholicMom.com is a collection of articles, reflections, and
activity ideas for today’s busy mom. There is also a podcast
and a “hangout” for online discussion.
http://catholicmom.com/
Ministry Monday is a weekly podcast for liturgical musicians
and is a service of the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians. Each podcast provides liturgical musicians with
the opportunities to learn, engage, grow and be renewed in
their faith. https://www.ministrymonday.org/
Busted Halo is a media resource that helps people of all
ages understand the Catholic faith, put it into practice in their
everyday lives, and share it with others.
https://bustedhalo.com/about
Echoes from the Bell Tower Blog & Podcast is a ministry
of the Monks of Saint Meinrad Archabbey in Saint Meinrad,
Indiana. It is devoted to observations on Christian faith,
spirituality, and everyday events by contributors who have a
deep connection to the Benedictine values lived out at Saint
Meinrad Archabbey.
Blog: https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/seminary-blog/echoesfrom-the-bell-tower/?blogtype=s
Podcast: https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/echoes
The Magnificat is offering their liturgical
resources free during this pandemic at:
https://us.magnificat.net/free
The Magnificat suggests a prayer of spiritual Communion:

Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the altar, since I cannot now receive thee under the
sacramental veil, I beseech thee, with a heart
full of love and longing, to come spiritually
into my soul through the Immaculate Heart
of thy most Holy Mother, and to abide with me,
thou in me, and I in thee, in time and in eternity. Amen.

News
I’m glad to see that things are reopening again,
including our Church!
Although there have been many changes,
I am hoping that we soon get back to normal.
During this stay-at-home time, I have spent a lot of
much needed time doing yard work,
as I am sure many of you have done.
I must say it was quite enjoyable and rewarding to me.
Our yard hasn’t looked this good in ages!
But it also has given me time to reflect on many things.
One thing I have thought about quite a bit is Casino Nite.
This year would have been my 5th year as Chairperson,
but due to the virus we had to cancel.
It has been a challenge for me as Chairperson, but I
hope your Casino Nite experiences have all been
enjoyable. With that being said,
I have decided to retire as Chairperson of Casino Nite.
It was a hard decision to make.
With being a Lector and Eucharistic Minister,
volunteering for Fish Fries, Chicken Dinners, and
Breakfast with Santa and the Easter Bunny,
Casino Nite is just too much for me
at this point in my life.

Mary Queen of Saints Catholic Academy NEWS
Mary Queen of Saints Catholic Academy (MQSCA),
our Parish Cluster School, has moved.
Their new address is:
1227 South 116 Street
West Allis, WI 53214-2122
414-476-0751 (their number has remained the same)
Please contact the school for registration information
or questions via any of the ways above or below.
School Website: mqsca.org
Registration Info Email: floodc@mqscateacher.org
Jen Vega, Principal’s Email: vegaj@mqscateacher.org

COMMUNITY AREA ANNOUNCEMENT

So, I hope there is someone in our Parish who
will step up and take over where I left off.
(I will still be available to help guide the new
Chairperson through this process.)
If not, there may not be a Casino Nite next year.

See our
Facebook
page for
more info.

Thank you to everyone.
Gloria Gardner
Source: https://www.catholic.org/

Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene — July 22

St. Mary Magdalene is one of the greatest saints of the Bible and a legendary example of God's mercy and grace.
The precise dates of her birth and death are unknown, but we do know she was present with Christ during his public
ministry, death and resurrection. She is mentioned at least a dozen times in the Gospels.
Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually immoral in western Christianity, but this is not
supported in the scriptures. It is believed she was a Jewish woman who lived among Gentiles, living as they did.
The Gospels agree that Mary was originally a great sinner. Jesus cast seven demons out of her when he met her.
After this, she told several women she associated with and these women also became followers.
There is also debate over if Mary Magdalene is the same unnamed women, a sinner,
who weeps and washes Jesus' feet with her hair in the Gospel of John.
Scholars are skeptical this is the same person.
Despite the scholarly dispute over her background, what she did in her subsequent life,
after meeting Jesus, is much more significant. She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus saved,
giving us an example of how no person is beyond the saving grace of God.
During Jesus' ministry, it is believed that Mary Magdalene followed him,
part of a semi-permanent entourage who served Jesus and his Disciples.
Mary likely watched the crucifixion from a distance along with the other women who followed Christ during His ministry.
Mary was present when Christ rose from the dead, visiting his tomb to anoint his body only to find the stone rolled away
and Christ, very much alive, sitting at the place they laid Him. She was the first witness to His resurrection.
After the death of Christ, a legend states that she remained among the early Christians. After fourteen years, she was
allegedly put into a boat by Jews, along with several other saints of the early Church, and set adrift without sails or oars.
The boat landed in southern France, where she spent the remaining years of her life living in solitude, in a cave.

