Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615
February 23, 2020 ~ Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASSES

PARISH STAFF

Administrator: Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D. 383-3565, ext. 2
Email .............pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street

Phone ..................................................
Fax ......................................................
Email................ stflorian@archmil.org
Website .................. www.stflorian.org

383-3565, ext. 0
383-2708

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday — 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Parish Office is Closed on Fridays

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Chairperson: Kate Klister ..................
Vice Chair: Sue Jens ..........................
Trustee: Russell Miller ......................
Trustee: Sandy Kania .........................

350-9217
328-4042
671-2385
672-0364

MUSIC DIRECTORS

Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE

Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 39

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 p.m.
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 a.m.
Monday through Friday .................... 5:00 p.m.
(celebrated in Our Lady’s Chapel)
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 p.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 a.m.
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass)

CONFESSIONS

Saturdays ..........................................
(or upon request at the parish office)

FOOD PANTRY

3rd Monday of each month ................
(in Carmel Hall)

HELPING HANDS

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY

(Our Parish Cluster School)
1435 South 92 Street • West Allis, WI 53214

SACRAMENTS

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

5:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick
Saturday, March 7................................ 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 17................................... 8:00 a.m.
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

“I say to you, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.”
~ Matthew 5:44

476-0751

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 22, 2020
through

March 1, 2020
Sat., February 22 - Anticipated 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm † Joe Rice
Sun., February 23 - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am The Parishioners of St. Florian
Mon., February 24 - Weekday
5:00 pm † Scott Grapatin
Tues., February 25 - Weekday
5:00 pm † JoAnne Gannon
Wed., February 26 - Ash Wednesday
8:00 am The Parishioners of St. Florian
7:00 pm The Parishioners of St. Florian
Thurs., February 27 - Thursday after Ash Wednesday
5:00 pm † Joseph Fuys
Fri., February 28 - Friday after Ash Wednesday
5:00 pm † George Duncan
Sat., February 29 - Anticipated First Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm The Parishioners of St. Florian
Sun., March 1 - First Sunday of Lent
8:00 am † Donna Papa-Jakircevic

ETERNAL FLAME
February 22 - February 28, 2020
In loving memory of:

† Delores & Edward Tittelfitz
CATHOLIC QUOTE

St. Florian Parish - February 23, 2020
CARMELITE QUOTE
“I’d be in a fine state, Lord, if it were up to me as to
whether or not Your Will were to be done!”
~ St. Teresa of Avila

Readings for the week of February 23, 2020
Sun: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/
1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48
Mon: Jas 3:13-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [9a]//Mk 9:14-29
Tues: Jas 4:1-10/Ps 55:7-8, 9-10a, 10b-11a, 23 [23a]/
Mk 9:30-37
Ash Wed: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17
[cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thurs: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/
Lk 9:22-25
Fri: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15
Sat: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32
Next Sun: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 [cf. 3a]/
Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

LIVE THE LITURGY INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
What does it mean to be holy? God has definite ideas about
the answer. Not bearing hatred for your brother or sister,
not seeking revenge or holding grudges, loving your
neighbor as yourself, treating human beings as the temples
of God they are, offering no resistance to someone who
wants to hurt you, turning the other cheek, not turning your
back on someone, loving your enemies, praying for those
who persecute you, and striving for perfection are some of
the ways holiness can be pursued. Holiness, understood
through God’s eyes, is attainable by all of us. It comes
from making the right Gospel-centered choices and not
falling victim to lesser temptations, reactions, and desires.
Knowing what holiness actually involves,
is it something you really want?

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
The Gospels continue to challenge us
to the core. This is especially true in the
way our social relationships have developed. Feeling safe and secure in the
world are not things that come easily
these days. Actually, we may find ourselves feeling more reservation, caution,
reluctance, and fear than ever before. In
a moment’s notice, life can drastically
change. When someone has been intentionally and violently hurt, especially
someone we love, we can all too easily
find ourselves very attracted to the Old
Testament philosophy of “an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth.”
Intellectually, we know this is not
what Jesus wants us to do. But on some
level, it just seems to make practical or
even political sense. After all, why
should we allow someone to get away

with a heinously violent act? Yet, Jesus
cannot be any clearer than he is with
this! Offer no resistance to one who is
evil. Turn the other cheek as well.
When pressed into service, go two
miles. Do not turn your back on one
who wants to borrow. Love your
enemies. Now, take a moment to reflect
on all of this. Consider a horrible act of
violence committed against someone
you love. Listen. Think. Be honest.
Can you do as Jesus directs?
We want to be holy. But we are more
comfortable with a definition of holiness
that can keep us saying our prayers and
on our knees in church. We are not
comfortable with a definition of holiness
that has something to say about to how
we react to and negotiate life. We like
to keep a sharp and strong line between

the secular and the sacred. In fact, we
would prefer that the doors between
them be kept closed. God wants us to
be holy as He is holy. If God sees this
one way and we see it another, then
where does this leave us on our journey
to God?
Our minds like the practical, worldly,
and secular answers to things. They are
more black and white, and at first glance
appear to make more sense. Holiness
wells up from our souls and is beyond
reason. It cannot be explained. It is
something we just simply know comes
as a result of deep prayer. The truly
contemplative eye knows inwardly that
what Jesus asks is true and then willingly does it. It may not be easy.

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Florian Parish - February 23, 2020
In February,

Please Pray For . . .
Saturday, February 22
2:00 pm.............Bell Choir in Carmel Hall
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions
3:00 pm............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm............ Mass in Church
Sunday, February 23
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church
Monday, February 24
12:00 pm.......... Staff Meeting in Parish Office
5:00 pm............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Tuesday, February 25
5:00 pm............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Wednesday, February 26 - Ash Wednesday
8:00 am ............ Ash Wednesday Mass in Church
9:42 am ............ Cristo Rey High School Mass in Church
4:30-7 pm ........ Fish Fry in Cristo Rey school Cafeteria
No Masses in Our Lady’s Chapel today
7:00 pm............ Ash Wednesday Mass in Church
Thursday, February 27
5:00 pm............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Friday, February 28
4:30-7 pm ........ Fish Fry in Cristo Rey school Cafeteria
5:00 pm............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Saturday, February 29
2:00 pm.............Bell Choir in Carmel Hall
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions
3:00 pm............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm............ Mass in Church
Sunday, March 1
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church

Michael &
Ed Keever
Catherine Becker
Ruth Kressl
Elaine Croft
Leroy Krygiel
Gregg & Susan
Helen Markowski
Dufek
Bernie & James
Gerald Gauthier
McGivern
Helen Guszkowski Betty Michalowski
Arlene Horton
Candy Netterfield
Joyce Johnson
family

Mary Priewe
Patrick & Rose
Redmond
Carolyn Toby
Edie Wurcer
Gloria Zelazek
Bernie Zimney

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: Why do we place ashes on our forehead each
Ash Wednesday?
Answer: Ashes are rich in spiritual symbolism. We recall
in the second chapter of Genesis, when the human person is
fashioned “out of the dust of the ground” and receives the
breath of life (Genesis 2:7). In death, a person returns to the
ground from which we came. The ancient Hebrews used
ashes as a sign of repentance, reminding themselves
that God is God and we are not.
As the priest places ashes on our forehead, we hear either
“remember that you are dust and unto dust you shall return”
or “turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.”
When we receive ashes, we remember our own mortality.
We’re reminded that we have limited time on this earth and
we ought to make the best use of it that we can! People are
in need of love, care, and compassion. We all need to
continually rediscover the love of God. The Gospel invites
every person in every stage of life to encounter and imitate
Jesus here and now. The forty days of Lent are the perfect
time to assess our own awareness of these realities.

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
February 14, 2020

$100 - John Sullivan
February 18, 2020

$25 - Patricia Binash
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Going the Extra Mile — So often in life, people are concerned about the minimum requirements. What is the minimum
I must do to get a certain grade? What is the minimum I need to do to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation?
What exactly do I have to do to make my boss happy?
This concern does not stop with everyday life, but continues into our relationship with God. What exactly is required of me
for salvation? How much time, talent, and treasure are enough? Jesus does not call us to this way of life, but instead to a life
of unbounding generosity and surrender. Jesus said, “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” The
minimum requirement is one mile; however, we are not to be disciples of minimum requirements and checking off boxes.
We are to go the extra mile because that is how we bear witness to the transforming power of Jesus Christ. That is how we
change lives and share the grace and love we have received in abundance. Nothing ever changes by doing the minimum.
There is no real glory given to God by responding to His call with the minimum.
Imagine a world where all of us good stewards give without ceasing and go far beyond the minimum requirements.
Our world would be a very different place. So, what is stopping us? ~ Tracy Earl Welliver

OUR PARISH CLUSTER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, February 26 at 8:00 a.m.
or
Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Both Masses will be in Church.
There will be no Masses in Our Lady’s Chapel that day.

An Ash Wednesday Prayer
"Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust."
You remind us
today, oh Lord, of
our origin and end.
In the beginning,
You fashioned us
in the Garden.
You dignified dust
with the Breath
of Life.
You made us in
Your image
and likeness.
You led Your
people through the
dust of the
Sinai wilderness to the Promised Land.
You overcame temptation in the dry desert.
You healed the blind with dirt and clay.
Three times Your body stirred the dust
as you fell on the road to Calvary.
Hear the cry of Your people!
One day we will return to dust.
This Lenten season, stir our minds to contemplate You,
our hearts to love You,
and our bodies to serve You in our brothers and sisters.
May our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving
be Your breath alive in us.
Amen.

ADMINISTRATOR CONTACT FORM
Administrator Contact Forms are in the back of church.
If you have anything to discuss with Fr. Fred, please
complete and place form in blue box at the back of church.
He will call you soon to talk with you.

MQSCA NEWS
SistaStrings
Monday, February 24 at 2:00 p.m.
1435 South 92 Street, West Allis
See two sisters from Milwaukee who are classically
trained. One is a cellist and the other is a violinist and
if you haven’t seen them perform before,
you are in for a treat! Please join us.

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Rice Bowl Luncheon
Sunday, February 23 at 11:30 a.m.
Holy Assumption School Building
7129 West Orchard Street, West Allis
This potluck meal features meatless dishes like those
eaten in countries served by Catholic Relief Services.
You will find friendly conversation and
lots of new flavors to sample.
The meal usually lasts until 1:30 or 2:00 p.m. and
we will show the videos of CRS families overseas who
benefit from our donations. Please use the wheelchair
accessible school entrance from the parking lot
off West Orchard Street between South 71 & 72 Streets.
Contact Mary Schum at 414-771-9256 with questions.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pre-Lenten Dinner
Sunday, February 23, 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sacred Heart Parish
917 North 49 Street, Milwaukee
A traditional dinner prepared by parish members.
Menu includes: 3 meats and sides.
Choices include: fried &/or spit roasted chicken &/or
Sarma (stuffed cabbage). Sides of rice, potatoes, vegetable,
salad & bread. Dinner cost: $11.00 for adults,
$6.00 for children 10 and under. Take-outs available.
Also homemade desserts and a full bar of beverages.
If you have further questions, please call 414-774-9418.

Ash Wednesday Day of Prayer
Friday, February 26, 9:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Redemptorist Retreat Center
1800 North Timber Trail Lane, Oconomowoc
As we begin Lent, we prepare ourselves through prayer,
fasting, and charitable works for the great celebration of
God’s loving rule over evil: Easter. This day begins with
refreshments, followed by a conference, the sacrament of
Reconciliation, and time for silent reflectioin. After lunch,
we will pray the Way of the Cross and will close
with the celebration of the Eucharist.
Cost: $30 includes materials and lunch
To register, please call 1-262-567-6900.

“Raising Mom”
The Four Keys to Parenting as a Spiritual Practice
Saturday, Feburary 29, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Siena Retreat Center, Sisters of St. Dominic
5635 Erie Street, Racine
This workshop for both mothers and fathers recognizes that
our role offers us unique opportunities to raise ourselves into
more present, compassionate, and self-aware individuals
—key components of our spiritual life; which in turn, will
help us raise our children. This will also draw upon
concepts from Parent Effectiveness Training™.
You may want to bring a journal for personal reflection.
Facilitated by Nicki Nelson, who holds an M.A. in Theology.
Cost of $45 includes $10 non-refundable deposit & meal.
Please call 1-262-898-2590 with any questions.

