
  

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 January 5, 2020 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord 

MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 

 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 
 

 Monday through Friday ....................  5:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in Our Lady’s Chapel) 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS 
 Saturdays ..........................................  2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
 (or upon request at the parish office) 
 

 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 3rd Monday of each month ................  5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 (in Carmel Hall) 
 

HELPING HANDS 
 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY  
(Our Parish Cluster School) 

 1435 South 92 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D.    383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email .............pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street 

 Phone ..................................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ......................................................  383-2708 
 Email ................ stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website .................. www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday through Thursday — 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 Parish Office is Closed on Fridays 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ..................  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens ..........................  328-4042 
 Trustee:  Russell Miller ......................  671-2385 
 Trustee:  Sandy Kania .........................  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI  53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 
 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 
 

 Anointing of the Sick
 Saturday, January 11............................   4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, February 9..............................  8:00 a.m.

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

“They were overjoyed 
at seeing the star, and 
on entering the house 

they saw the child with 
Mary his mother.  They 
prostrated themselves 
and did him homage.” 

 

~ Matthew 2:10-11a 
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Sat., January 4 - Anticipated Epiphany of the Lord 
 4:00 pm † Herman Jutz 
 

Sun., January 5 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
 8:00 am † Paul Karpfinger 
 

Mon., January 6 - Christmas Weekday 

 5:00 pm † Donna Papa-Jakircevic 
 

Tues., January 7 - Christmas Weekday 

 5:00 pm † Clarence Stadler 
 

Wed., January 8 - Christmas Weekday 

 5:00 pm † Margaret Welks 
  

Thurs., January 9 - Christmas Weekday 

 5:00 pm  Rose Walters   

Fri., January 10 - Christmas Weekday 
 5:00 pm  The Parishioners of St. Florian 
 

Sat., January 11 - Anticipated Baptism of the Lord 
 4:00 pm † Paul Klister 
 

Sun., January 12 - The Baptism of the Lord 
 8:00 am The Parishioners of St. Florian 

January 4, 2020 
 

through 
 

January 12, 2020 

CARMELITE QUOTE 
 

“The Lord has always revealed to men the treasures of 
His wisdom and His Spirit, but now that the face of evil 

more and more bares itself, so does the Lord bare 
His treasures the more.” 

 

~ St. John of the Cross 

   We may walk many roads when we 
search for God, and He leads us all the 
while.  The men we honor today were 
not Jews.  The Messiah wasn’t coming 
for them, not in the minds of Jesus’ con-
temporaries.  These men were astrolo-
gers.  They were adept at reading por-
tents in the sky, a practice condemned in 
the Mosaic covenant.   Still, to the best 
of their knowledge and awareness, they 
were seeking the truth.   This truth led 
them to journey from their own home-
land to honor a king they’d never met, 
one they couldn’t be sure truly existed.  
“‘We saw his star at its rising and have 
come to do him homage.’”  Who do you 
know seeks God so tenaciously? 

   “Magi from the east arrived in Jeru-
salem,” the Gospel tells us.  Who are the 
seekers in your own life?  Maybe it’s 
your cautiously curious co-worker, the 
neighbor who unexpectedly found peace 
on a yoga retreat, or your desperately 
angry child who has chosen, for now, to 
go their own way.  Perhaps they’re not 
overtly headed for Jesus now, not yet.  
But they may well be seekers of truth in 
ways we didn’t expect.  Our invitation is 
to listen, inquire, and give directions 
when appropriate. 
   The magi and modern-day seekers can 
inspire us as well.  When is the last time 
you sought God’s truth so tenaciously?   
As believers, it can perhaps be easy to 

become desensitized to the Christmas 
season and to the miraculous reality we 
recently celebrated.  Mass may have 
been lovely, but so was the succulent 
roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, 
and the warm glow of family.  Consider 
asking yourself, “God, do I know you as 
well as I should?  Would I journey as far 
as the magi to meet You, if I could?  Do 
I journey to meet You daily in prayer?   
What do those answers say about me, 
and about our relationship?”  Perhaps 
we, like the magi, can once again be 
“overjoyed” at seeing the Light of the 
World. 

ETERNAL FLAME 

Sun:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 
         Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Mon:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/ 
           Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tues:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wed:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 
           Mk 6:45-52 
Thurs:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/ 
            Lk 4:14-22a 
Fri:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/ 
        Lk 5:12-16 
Sat:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/ 
         Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sun:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/ 
                  Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

Readings for the week of January 5, 2020 

LIVE THE LITURGY -  
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Have you ever experienced a time in your life when every- 
thing came together and became abundantly clear?  You 

may have been confused about something, in the dark, at a 
point of doubt, or unclear as to how to act.  You may have 

questioned someone’s motivation and found yourself 
coming to the wrong conclusion.  Then out of nowhere, the 

insight came and reality dawned.  You experienced an 
epiphany of sorts!  Today, we celebrate Christ’s manifesta-
tion to all of the nations of the world.  Has it dawned on you 
yet that Jesus Christ is the answer humanity has been seek-
ing?  Jesus is truly the beginning and end of all things and 
the key to understanding God’s presence in every human 

heart.  Once this real Epiphany dawns on us, we can never 
see God, ourselves, or one another in any other way.  The 
Divine Light illumines everything and connects the dots. 

 

January 4 - January 10, 2020 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

† Ken & Delores Tess 

HEARING ASSISTANCE UNITS AVAILABLE 
 

St. Florian has two hearing assistance units 
available to those who are hearing impaired. 

 

Please ask one of the Ushers if you would be interested 
in seeing if these could be of help to you while in Church. 

 

There is a sign-out sheet which must be filled out, so that 
we know who has them and they then can be returned. 

 

Thank you to those who mentioned needing this. 
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Michael & 
Catherine Becker 

Elaine Croft 
Gregg & Susan 

Dufek 
Helen Guszkowski 

Arlene Horton 
Joyce Johnson 

Romaine Kaiser 

Ed Keever 
Ruth Kressl 

Leroy Krygiel 
Helen Markowski 
Bernie & James 

McGivern 
Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield 

family 

Mary Priewe 
Patrick & Rose 

Redmond 
Carolyn Toby 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

 

In January, 
 
 

Please Pray For . . . 
 

Saturday, January 4 
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall 
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions 
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church w/Birthday Blessings 
 

Sunday, January 5 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church w/Birthday Blessings 
 

Monday, January 6 
12:00 pm .......... Staff Meeting 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Tuesday, January 7 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
11:00 am .......... Jubilation Choir in Fellowship Room 
12:30 pm .......... Divine Mercy in Fellowship Room 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
7:00 pm ............ Finance Council Meeting in Parish Office 
 

Thursday, January 9 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Friday, January 10 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
6-11:00 pm ....... Card Social in Cristo Rey School Cafeteria 
 

Saturday, January 11 
12-4:00pm ........ Secular Carmelites in Carmel Hall 
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall 
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions 
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church w/Anointing of the Sick 
 

Sunday, January 12 - The Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Penances and Prayers — God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight under the rafters of a barn: 
Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay, And Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed stable.* 

 

When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.”  If you have never read it, 
search it out on the internet.  Merton’s words are profound and paint a picture of the awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn 

King of Kings, lying in a simple straw bed.  The shepherds and Wise Men are drawn to pay homage to the One who has been 
born above all others and brings with him hope for a broken world. 

 

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers and penances, 
next to those gifts of worldly wealth.  What is it that you have to bring to the stable on this feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord?  Unless those prayers and penances lead to a new way of living, our gifts will be void of meaning.  What we lay 

before him speaks to the change in us that he has given to us by his birth.  Our daily stewardship is resembled in those gifts. 
If we are to truly echo the kingdom of God in our lives and actions, what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire 

selves.  This baby will give his entire self for us, and his work must continue through our hands and feet. 
 

While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries, Come after with our penances and prayers, 
And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay, Beside the wise men’s golden jars.* 

 

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton    ~ Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

Question:  Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men…                                                                      
who were they? 

 

Answer:  We sing songs, give gifts, and move three 
mysterious men into our manger scenes.  There’s a rich 
heritage in the Catholic Church of celebrating the magi, 

but their origins are steeped in mystery.  The original 
Greek calls these men magoi.  The word is translated 

elsewhere in Scripture to mean “magician,” but a similar 
word was used in ancient history to describe an entirely 

different set of people altogether.  In what is now 
modern-day Iran, the ruling empire had a wealthy priestly 

caste known as the Magi.  At the time of Christ, 
the Magi formed one of the ruling councils 

of the Parthian Empire.  These priests interpreted 
dreams and read the stars to anticipate major events 

that could affect the fortunes of the empire. 
 

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels 
traveled from.  Matthew simply says “the east.” 

History tells us that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, 
and Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of Christ.  

Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled 
over one thousand miles over the course of several months 
to arrive at the Holy Family.  Unfortunately for the classic 

song, there is no concrete evidence these men were 
themselves kings, though they did bear gifts “from afar” 

at the prompting of their astronomical calculations. 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

CATHOLIC QUOTE 
 

“Our heart is restless until it rests in You.”   
 

~ St. Augustine 



 

December 31, 2019 
 

$25 - Aaron Miller 
 

January 1, 2020 
 

$100 - Rosemary Schultz 

COMMUNAL  ANOINTING  DATE  CHANGE 

Due to the importance of The Epiphany of the Lord, 
the Communal Anointing of the Sick was transferred to 

 

Saturday, January 11 at the 4:00 p.m. Mass. 
 

Please plan to attend next weekend if you would like 
to partake in this Communal Sacrament. 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNERS 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN/HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

The Christian Women/Holy Name Society 
will hold their breakfast meeting 

 

Sunday, January 19 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass in Carmel Hall. 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us for breakfast. 
Our meeting will follow the breakfast. 

Dear Fr. Fred & Sister Columbiere’s Friends! 
 

Sister Columbiere was so happy to receive your Christmas messages. 
As you know, St. Florian’s is very special to her! 

She sends her greetings and prayers. 
I am including her Christmas letter that she recently dictated to me. (see below) 

A Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Sister Luigi 

 
“A Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

My health is good.  Thank God I am in good health which makes it easier for me to enjoy each day.  Thanks be to God! 
 

During the day I stay warm, comfortable and healthy.  I enjoy my life and give glory to God. 
 

Each day we have many optional activities.  I like to fold towels and wash cloths, exercise, go to Chapel for Mass, 
play bingo, and enjoy the good meals.  I really like all our good meals. 

I also enjoy my rest!  Yes, my recliner is always a welcome retreat!  The people here are helpful and very kind. 
 

Oh my!  I will be 105 on December 21, 2019! 
Thank You, God!  Thank You, God! 

 

God is so good!  God is so good! 
God is so good!  Oh, so good to us! 

 

I hope and pray that you are Ok.  You are always remembered in my thoughts and prayers. 
May God bless you with good health and peace. 

 

Love, 
 

Sister Columbiere” 

 

 

CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR AND THANK YOU GREETINGS FROM SISTER COLUMBIERE 

 

“Finding Contentment in a Discontented World” 
reflection and wellness workshop 

Sponsored by the School Sisters of St. Francis, 
Saturday, January 25, 9:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

St. Joseph Center, 1501 South Layton Boulevard, 
Milwaukee 

 

According to the National Institute of Mental Health, more 
than one third of the adult population in North America 

experiences anxiety-related wellness issues.  Less than one 
half will receive the quality professional care they need. 
Another significant portion of the population battles with 
feelings of not measuring up—a general dissatisfaction 

pandemic in our competitive society. 
 

Take the first step to wellness and spiritual wholeness by 
being informed about these issues with 

Author Ann C. Sullivan. 
Committed to helping people break through the 

misinformation surrounding anxiety, Ann will share her 
personal journey, using Scripture and advice from the 
health profession.  A much-sought-after inspirational 

speaker, she is the author of 
Unsatisfied:  Finding Contentment in a Discontented 

World and Permission to Doubt. 
 

Make it a priority to get the New Year started 
on the right and righteous path. 

Reserve your place today.  The fee is just $15. 
Ample free parking is available at the St. Joseph Center lot 

at South 29 Street and West Orchard Street. 
 

Please contact Donna O’Loughlin 
at 414-385-5272 for reservations 

or any other questions. 

COMMUNITY  AREA  ANNOUNCEMENT Born to Eternal Life 
 

Please remember in your prayers... 
 

 

† Doris Mueller 
 
 

Passed away Suunday, December 29. 
 

Her funeral was held here Saturday, January 4. 
 

Please keep her family members in your prayers. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon her.  Amen. 





Play your cards right and 
join us at the next  

Card Social!  
 

Friday, 
January 10 

 

Playing Cards 
Great Conversation 

Raffle 
Homemade Meal 

 

For a $13 donation, enjoy 
FREE Beer, Soda, Coffee 

and MORE! 

Time: 

Date: 

St. Florian 

Card Social 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH FRY 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 7, 2020 
Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020 
and every Friday during Lent 

Adults $12.00 / Children 3-10 $7.50 
 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CHICKEN DINNER 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 ~ 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Adults $10.00 / Children 3-10 $6.00 

Next Card Social: 
Friday, February 14, 2020 

St. Florian / Cristo Rey School Cafeteria  
(elevator available) 

1215 South 45 Street 
 

Time:  6:00 - 11:00 p.m. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner Served at 7:30 p.m. 
 

St. Florian 414.383.3565 
www.stflorian.org 


