
 

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 December 22, 2019 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent 

MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 p.m. 
 

 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 a.m. 
 

 Monday through Friday ....................  5:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in Our Lady’s Chapel) 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 p.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 a.m. 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS 
 Saturdays ..........................................  2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
 (or upon request at the parish office) 
 

 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 3rd Monday of each month ................  5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 (in Carmel Hall) 
 

HELPING HANDS 
 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY  
(Our Parish Cluster School) 

 1435 South 92 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D.    383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email .............pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street 

 Phone ..................................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ......................................................  383-2708 
 Email ................ stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website .................. www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday through Thursday — 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 Parish Office is Closed on Fridays 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ..................  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens ..........................  328-4042 
 Trustee:  Russell Miller ......................  671-2385 
 Trustee:  Sandy Kania .........................  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI  53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 
 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 
 

 Anointing of the Sick
 Saturday, January 11 ...........................  4:00 p.m. 
  Sunday, February 9

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3615 

 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

“She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” 

 

~ Matthew 1:21 



Fourth Sunday of Advent St. Florian Parish - December 22, 2019 

Sat., December 21 - Anticipated Fourth Sunday of Advent

 4:00 pm † Justin & Alice Cesar 
 

Sun., December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am The Parishioners of St. Florian 
 

Mon., December 23 - Advent Weekday 

 5:00 pm Vocations 
 

Tues., December 24 - Christmas Vigil 

 4:00 pm The Parishioners of St. Florian 
 

Wed., December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

 8:00 am  † Lynn Marie Tess & John Sullivan, Sr. 
  † Art Kania, Jr. 
  

Thurs., December 26 - St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

 5:00 pm  † Jo Anne Gannon   

Fri., December 27 - St. John, Apostle 
 5:00 pm  † Deceased Nguyen Family 
 

Sat., December 28 - Anticipated The Holy Family of Jesus,  
                                                                               Mary & Joseph 
 4:00 pm † Patrick M. Fugger 
 

Sun., December 29 - The Holy Family of Jesus, 
                                                                               Mary & Joseph 
 8:00 am † Fr. Timothy McGough 

December 21 
 

through 
 

December 29 

CARMELITE  QUOTE 
 

“Be joyful and gladdened in your interior recollection 
with Him, for you have Him so close to you. 

Desire Him there, adore Him there.” 
 

~ St. John of the Cross 

   Each Advent season, we prepare to 
welcome Jesus into the inns and stables 
of our hearts.  But Jesus’ coming wasn’t 
welcomed by everyone with choirs of 
angels.  For St. Joseph, the first coming 
of Jesus was a bit more complicated.  
“When his mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph, but before they lived togeth-
er, she was found with child through the 
Holy Spirit.”  For Joseph, opening his 
heart (and home) to Jesus meant, at best, 
appearing to all the world like a man 
who had impregnated his wife out of 
wedlock.  At worst, he appeared a 
cuckold, raising the child of another 
man.  God doesn’t always appear the 
way we expect. 
   For some of us, the birth of Christ is a 

bit relationally complicated.  Perhaps 
over the past few months, a loved one 
has died.  This Christmas, you’re taking 
it upon yourself to keep up the traditions 
and hold the family together.  Welcom-
ing Jesus means welcoming grief. Per-
haps it’s a difficult relative (or two or 
three) and it’s all you can do to bite 
your tongue and swallow your pride 
while they’re under your roof. Welcom-
ing Jesus means welcoming strife, dis-
cord, and tension. 
   Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. 
Do not be afraid.  Why?  Because we 
celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which 
means ‘God is with us.’”  Before Jesus’ 
earthly ministry would begin, Jesus 
would lose his father, Joseph.  God is 

with us in our grief.  Wherever Jesus 
went, he stirred up controversy and 
faced down challenging personalities. 
God is with us in our stress.  The trick 
is, like Joseph, to allow supernatural 
grace to prevail.  Joseph was a good 
man, filled with natural virtue in that he 
didn’t want to “expose [Mary] to 
shame.”  Yet he was prepared to 
“divorce her quietly” all the same.  Our 
natural abilities only take us so far. 
Where is receiving Jesus complicated 
this Christmas season?  Are you relying 
on your own strength to get you 
through, or are you truly ready to accept 
the grace of Emmanuel, God with us? 

ETERNAL  FLAME 

Sun:  Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/             
         Mt 1:18-24 
Mon:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/ 
           Lk 1:57-66 
Tues:  Vigil:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/ 
           Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Wed:  Day:  Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/ 
           Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
Thurs:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc  
             and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22 
Fri:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Sat:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
Next Sun:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ 
                  Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

GOSPEL  MEDITATION  -  ENCOURAGE  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  SCRIPTURE  

Readings for the week of December 22, 2019 

LIVE  THE  LITURGY -  
INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WEEK 

 

Have you ever asked God for a sign?  What were you hoping 
to see?  Signs validate our experience and give us assurance 
and direction.  We tend to equate God’s signs with miracu-

lous or marvelous events.  We even sometimes look for small 
gestures as signs that God is confirming a particular experi-
ence or choice we are making.  Being overly preoccupied 

with receiving these kinds of signs from God can often signal 
a lack of faith.  Is there anything that can convince us that 

God is real and with us on our journey?  Yes.  God’s sign has 
already been given:  the virgin shall conceive and bear a son 

and shall name him Emmanuel.  Emmanuel, God with us, 
is God’s most perfect sign and the only one we need. 
Our incarnate God is all we need to set us straight and 

validate our experience.  Only Jesus can direct us to the 
Father, to our self, one another, and our world.  When our 

lives are conformed to His, nothing else is needed. 

 

December 21 - December 27 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

† Art Kania, Jr. 



Fourth Sunday of Advent St. Florian Parish - December 22, 2019 
 

 

Michael & 
Catherine Becker 

Elaine Croft 
Gregg & Susan 

Dufek 
Helen Guszkowski 

Arlene Horton 
Joyce Johnson 

Romaine Kaiser 
Ed Keever 

Bob Klabunde 
Ruth Kressl 

Leroy Krygiel 
Dennis Kuhs 

Helen Markowski 
Bernie & James 

McGivern 
Betty Michalowski 

Doris Mueller 
 

Candy Netterfield 
family 

Mary Priewe 
Patrick & Rose 

Redmond 
Carolyn Toby 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

 

In December, 
 
 

Please Pray For . . . 
 

Saturday, December 21 
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall 
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions 
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings 
 

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings 
 

Monday, December 23 
12:00 pm .......... Staff Meeting 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
3:30 pm ............ Christmas Concert w/Celebration Choir 
4:00 pm ........... Mass in Church 

No Masses in Our Lady’s Chapel Today 
 

Wednesday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord 
7:45 am ............ Christmas Concert w/Jubilation Choir 
8:00 am ........... Mass in Church 

No Masses in Our Lady’s Chapel Today 
 

Thursday, December 26 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Friday, December 27 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 28 
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall 
2:30-3:30 pm ... Confessions 
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church 
 

Sunday, December 29 - The Holy Family of Jesus 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP  -  RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR  ORDINARY  MOMENTS 

Afraid, Yet Never Alone — I did not end up being the great parent I had hoped I would be.  I am not saying I was bad, 
but I was not the cool dad who did all things right and led my children by the example of my endlessly good actions. 

I messed up a bunch.  Sometimes I was afraid.  I was afraid of decisions I had to make and the possible repercussions. 
At times, I was afraid that I was not strong enough to lead my family.  The fear occasionally led me toward inaction or 
eventual mistakes.  The only thing that got me through the tough times and allowed me to see it was okay, was Jesus. 

Without Jesus, I would never have been half of the father and husband I have been through the years. 
 

When we try to tackle life alone, we can find ourselves in a very lonely position.  Just like Jesus’ parents, we need God 
to assist us and provide us with the strength for what lies ahead.  Joseph needed God to be with him as he took Mary 

as his wife and became a father.  Every parent needs God to become more than they can be on their own. 
 

How do you treat those who you love?  Who is there to help you when a relationship faces an obstacle?  We are called to 
love others as our Father in heaven loves us.  That is really an unreachable goal.  Yet with God, all things are possible. 

As this Advent ends, may your Christmas be about more than presents and decorations.  May the most profound gifts you 
give and receive, be that of each other, and may your lives be decorated with the fruits of that love.  ~ Tracy Earl Welliver 

 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Blessed Advent! 
 

Today we have two mothers meeting; they are related, 
and one carries in her womb John the Baptist and the other 

woman, Mary, carries in her womb Jesus. 
 

The Gospel account says that John, who would cry out in 
the desert the message that everyone needs to 

"prepare the way of the Lord," leapt with joy in the womb 
of his mother upon hearing Mary's greeting. 

 

John's message in the desert is the message that we all need 
to heed as we get closer to the Christmas celebration. 
May our faith leap with joy at the chance to proclaim 

our Lord and to prepare the way! 

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 
 

December 17, 2019 
 

$25 - Robert Meddaugh 

CATHOLIC  QUOTE 
 

“I will live the present moment and fill it with love.”   
 

~ Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan  

CHRISTMAS  PARISH  OFFICE  HOURS 

 

Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day 
Parish Office Closed 



 

Please remember to turn in your calendar raffle tickets. 
 

We have had many returned already.  Thank you. 
 

These need to be turned in by 
Tuesday, December 31, 2019! 

 

The deadline is quickly approaching. 
 

If you would like more calendar raffles, 
they are available at the parish office. 

 

After 26 years, this year-round 
fundraiser has been a great 

success for our parish. 
 

Be a winner! 
 

Return your 2020 Raffle Calendar today! 

2020  CALENDAR  RAFFLE 

CHRISTMAS 
MASS 

SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24 

3:30 p.m. Concert 
with the Celebration Choir 
4:00 p.m. Mass in Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day - Wednesday, December 25 
7:45 a.m. Concert 

with the Jubilation Choir 
8:00 a.m. Mass in Church 

 
There will be No Masses in 

Our Lady’s Chapel those days. 

 

New Year’s Eve - Tuesday, December 31 
7:00 p.m. Mass in Church 

 

New Year’s Day - Wednesday, January 1 
8:00 a.m. Mass in Church 

 
There will be No 5:00 p.m. Masses in 

Our Lady’s Chapel either of those days. 

NEW YEAR’S  MASS  SCHEDULE 

COMMUNAL  ANOINTING  DATE  CHANGE 
 

Due to the importance of The Epiphany of the Lord, 
the Communal Anointing of the Sick will be transferred to 

 

Saturday, January 11 at the 4:00 p.m. Mass. 
 

Please note this change if you are used to this Sacrament 
being on the first weekend of each month. 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

A Blessed Christmas to each of you! 
 

Our hearts are aglow with 
the joy of Christmas! 

 

Our senses are alive with the season, from 
the rich smells of evergreen & gingerbread 

to the feel of crisp air on our skin & the 
warmth of a loved one’s embrace. 

 

At some point in the holiday hustle and 
bustle, take a few moments of quiet. 

In the silence, reflect on 
the other senses of the season. 

 

Imagine the cool damp air of an animal 
stable, the earthy smell of hay and feed, and 

the crisp night air blowing in softly. 
 

Imagine kneeling beside an exhausted, 
joyful mother and 

a relieved, protective father. 
 

Imagine an infant wrapped in cloth scraps 
held out to your open arms. 

 

Imagine holding the infant Jesus. 
As His eyes meet yours, 
welcome into your heart 

the greatest gift of Christmas. 

 

The Disruption of the Incarnation 
 

One December, my oldest son informed us 
that he would be getting up early on Christmas morning 

to serve breakfast to homeless people at the nearby shelter.   
 

We are a good Christian family, but we never before had 
that tradition.  Christmas had always been the same: 

go to Mass on Christmas Eve, get up early Christmas Day, 
open presents, and reflect briefly on the fact 

that the day was a birthday celebration for Jesus. 
Then I would run off to my job back at the church. 
But that year, my son threw a wrench into the plan. 

 

I can’t say his siblings were too happy at first. 
When they woke up, he would be gone. 

If it were not bad enough that our family wasn’t together 
at the crack of dawn on Christmas morning, 

they would have to wait to open presents until his return.  
To them, it didn’t seem like this was about 

serving the poor at all … it was about my son making 
Christmas morning all about him! 

 

I couldn’t be mad at my other children for feeling 
the way they did.  It was a natural human response. 

When our routine is disrupted, we feel uneasy. 
When our expectations are not met, we feel a little cheated.  

When others stand in our way of happiness, 
even if they just delay it for a bit, we feel impatient. 

Of course, he went to the soup kitchen, and 
when he returned, everything unfolded as it usually does.  

And we were all proud of him. 
 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

EVERYDAY  STEWARDSHIP - 
RECOGNIZE  GOD  IN  YOUR 

CHRISTMAS  MOMENTS 



 

Saturday Institute for Lay Ministries 
with the next semester starting January 18 

The Saint Clare Center at Cardinal Stitch University 
6801 North Yates Road, Milwaukee 

 

This program provides education for lay Catholics 
who want to grow in faith and renew the Church. 

 

Our Saturday Institute is a non-credit program 
that combines theology, spirituality, and ministry. 

 

Courses meet six Saturdays a semester. 
 

Our students are a wide-range of adult 
Catholics from around the Archdiocese. 

 

Perhaps you are called to be one of them! 
 

For more information, please call 414-410-4353. 
Eucharistic All-Night Vigil of Reparation & Prayer 

Friday, January 3 
Confessions 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

and after each Priest Speaker 
Vigil Opening Mass at 8 p.m. 

Old St. Anthony Church 
1711 South 9 Street, Milwaukee 

 

The Vigil Opening Mass is followed by the Exposition of 
The Blessed Sacrament all evening.  Talks on the Vigil 

Theme, Rosaries, and various other devotions. 
The Vigil is open to the public.  Come spend one hour or 
stay all night, if you can.  These All-Night Vigils began in 
September of 1965 to answer Our Lady’s call at Fatima — 

to pray and do Penance for World Peace and for the 
Conversion of Sinners.  The Vigil concludes 

with Mass at 5:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 4. 
 

If you have any questions, please call 414-254-2790. 

 

Centering Prayer 
Thursday, January 2, 7:00-8:00 a.m. 

Siena Retreat Center, 5637 Erie Street, Racine 
 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent, contemplative 
prayer.  Start your day by praying with others—20 minutes 

of silent centering prayer, followed by 40 minutes of 
reading and discussion on prayer or spirituality. 

 

“We find that belonging to a supportive community of 
other ‘Centering Pray-ers’ encourages us in our daily 
attempts to being faithful to prayer and/or meditation,” 

remarked a participant. 
 

Freewill offering accepted.  Facilitated by Pat Shutts. 
Call 1-262-898-2590 with any questions. 

COMMUNITY    AREA    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

One of the most beautiful things about the Christmas story is its human 
simplicity.  How very ordinary!  How relatable!  We see a young family 

caught up in government regulations, encountering difficulty booking 
travel arrangements.  We see a belated baby shower filled with the most 
unlikely attendees.   Yet, if you attended Christmas Mass during the day, 
the Gospel does not contain the familiar story of over-crowded inns and 

hay-lined mangers.  It features something much more mysterious. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God … all things 

came to be through Him.”  Matthew, Mark, and Luke give us the 
Christmas story from the human perspective. 

John’s Gospel tells the Christmas story from the divine perspective. 
 

“What came to be through Him was life, and this life was the light of the 
human race.”  C.S. Lewis described Christmas as God parachuting down 

behind enemy lines.  Jesus entered into a world darkened by sin, and it 
isn’t so different today.  We can find it in the complications of our own 

lives and the lives of our families.  We can find it in our cities, our nation, 
our world.  But it wasn’t only the star that shone on Christmas night. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 

In the midst of all that is so very human — whether the humdrum or the 
horrible — “the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” 

No matter what we bring into this Christmas day, God enters our existence.  
He enters our experiences.  When we allow God into our lives in a new 

way, when we surrender to Him our lingering areas of darkness, 
then we will “[see] His glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth.”  It’s time to welcome Him. 

A  DEEPER  UNDERSTANDING  OF  CHRISTMAS 

 

“And the Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us.” 

 

These eloquent and poetic words 
remind us of why we are here today. 

This is profound news to hear, 
but is it the news we are looking to hear? 

 

A key to faith is found when we experience 
the beauty, wonder, intrigue, and joy 

when we hear that God’s very life and light 
has been revealed and 

made manifest to His people. 
In the manger, we also see the cross and 

the whole mystery of Christ revealed. 
It is a mystery that tells us not only 

who God is, but who we are and 
how God asks us to live. 

 

Does this news have any real meaning for us? 
If so, after our family celebrations and 

gift giving, we need to get serious 
about constantly giving witness to Christ. 

We need to get serious about calling others 
to Christ by how we organize and 

execute the daily business of our lives.  

LIVE  THE  LITURGY -  
INSPIRATION  FOR  CHRISTMAS 



The History of Christmas — The story of Christmas is captured in the  
nativity scene displays you see during the Christmas season.  More than 2,000  

years ago, Jesus ’ mother, Mary, and her husband, Joseph, traveled to Bethlehem  
and needed a place to stay for the night.  There was no room for them at the inn,  

so they stayed in a stable nearby.  
Jesus was born there, and Mary placed him in a manger.  

 

The Gospel tells us that angels shared the Good News of Jesus ’ birth with 
shepherds who were watching their flocks that night.  The shepherds hurried to the 

stable to see Jesus.  Later, a group of wise men, or magi, were led by a star to Jesus.  
They offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

 

During the Christmas season we can all take some time to reflect  
on the birth of Jesus and the great love God showed us by sending His son to earth.  

We can follow the example of the magi and shepherds  
by welcoming Jesus into our lives.  

Source:  https://
dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-

ever/advent-prayers  

Week 4, Love 
 

Dear Jesus, may the light of Your love always 
shine in our hearts.  As Christmas draws closer,  

we marvel at Your great love for us.  Let Your love 
transform every aspect of our lives and  

touch everyone we encounter.  
Our hearts are open to You, Jesus.  Amen.  

How to Prepare for Christmas  — Think about it this way.  We prepare for 
everything we consider important in life.  You wouldn’t show up to play in a football 

game and expect to win if you had not been training.  You wouldn’t show up unprepared 
to give a big presentation at work and expect to get the project.  We don’t expect to 

excel in exams if we have not studied.  Consider the preparation that goes into hosting 
a barbecue, a dinner party, or a wedding.  Now I don’t mean the typical Christmas 
preparations.  Buying and wrapping presents.  Baking cookies.  Planning parties. 

Putting up the lights, the tree, and other decorations.  I mean preparing you. 
When was the last time you prepared your heart for Jesus’ coming at Christmas? 

What Is Christmas? — More than 2,000 years ago, Jesus was born to fulfill a 
mission:  to save us from sin and death by his death and resurrection.  

Christmas, which takes place on December 25 every year, is a time when we 
remember the birth of Jesus and reflect on God ’s amazing generosity. 
It’s a time of joyful celebration and love.  Catholics eagerly anticipate 
Christmas by spending the four weeks prior (a season called  Advent) 

preparing for the coming of Jesus.  

Where Did the Christmas Tree Come From? — 
 

For thousands of years, the evergreen tree has been a 
sign of hope and life.  For ancient people, it was a  

reminder in the winter that sunlight and good weather 
would come again.  For Christians, it's a reminder that 

Jesus came to bring us the hope of eternal life.  
 

While sixteenth century Germans are said to be the first 
people to bring Christmas trees into their homes,  

St. Boniface, an eighth century Catholic missionary  
to the Germans, is credited with creating the first  

Christmas tree.  This happened one Christmas Eve 
when he chopped down a large oak tree that the  

Germans used for pagan worship.  He pointed to a  
nearby evergreen tree, saying that it represented peace 
and eternal life.  He told the crowd of Germans to gather 

around evergreen trees in their homes in a spirit of  
 kindness and love, to commemorate the child Jesus.  

 

In the early 1800’s, German settlers brought the  
Christmas tree tradition to Pennsylvania.  The rest of 
America adopted the tradition in 1846, and slowly but 

surely the Christmas tree gained popularity.  
Now, Christmas trees are seen in homes and  

on display all over the world.  Their beauty and light  
remind us of the hope we have in Jesus.  

Why Do We Decorate with Lights?  
 

Candles and lights are prevalent at Christmastime. 
Glowing warmly at the darkest time of year,  

they symbolize the light of Jesus shining  
through the darkness of sin and death.  

 

Today’s strings of electric Christmas lights evolved 
from candles.  It ’s not clear when candles first became 

a Christmas tradition, but one historical record  
mentions that a large candle was used in the Middle  

Ages as a symbol of the star of Bethlehem.  
 

During the 1500’s, Christians began using candles to 
decorate their Christmas trees.  The flickering glow of 
the small flames amid the evergreen branches created  

a beautiful image of hope, but it was a fire hazard.  
In 1882, Thomas Edison ’s friend, Edward H. Johnson, 

created the first string of electric Christmas lights,  
making it much safer for people to light their trees.  

Why Do We Exchange Gifts?  
 

When Jesus was born, there were wise men, or magi, 
who came from distant lands to worship him. 

They offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
One reason we give gifts at Christmastime is  

to follow the example of the magi. 
 

Giving gifts is also a way to remember how, on that first 
Christmas night, in a stable in Bethlehem, God gave us 
the greatest gift of all—his only Son, who would die for 
our sins about three decades later.  When we give gifts 

at Christmas, it is a wonderful opportunity to give of  
ourselves, imitating God ’s amazing generosity and 

showing his love to others. 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/about-advent/


The Twelve Days of Christmas 
 

The Catholic Church celebrates the season of Christmas over a span of twelve days.  The twelve days of Christmas 
begin on December 25 and end on January 5, the day before the feast of the Epiphany (which celebrates the day 
when the magi discovered Jesus).  These two important feast days and the twelve days of Christmas give us time 

to celebrate Jesus’ birth at Mass and discover how we can bring his love to people in our everyday lives.  
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is a popular Christmas song.  In the sixteenth century, the religious wars in  

England made it dangerous to be a Christian.  The well -known song was used to teach children about the Catholic 
Church.  Although the lyrics may sound like nonsense, the song actually contains hidden references:  

Eleven Pipers Piping 
The Eleven Faithful Apostles:  Peter, Andrew,  
James the Elder, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew,  
Thomas, James the Younger, Simon, and Jude  
 
Twelve Drummers Drumming 
Twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles ’ Creed: 
1.    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
       creator of heaven and earth. 
2.    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
3.    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and  
       born of the virgin Mary. 
4.    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
       and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
5.    On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
       heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
6.    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
7.    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
8.    the holy catholic Church, 
9.    the communion of saints, 
10.  the forgiveness of sins, 
11.  the resurrection of the body, 
12.  and life everlasting.  Amen. 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree 
Jesus 
 
Two Turtle Doves 
The Old and New Testaments  
 
Three French Hens 
The Three Theological Virtues:  Faith, Hope, and Love  
 
Four Calling Birds 
The Four Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John  
 
Five Golden Rings 
The First Five Books of the Old Testament:  
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
 
Six Geese A-Laying 
The Six Days of Creation 
 
Seven Swans A-Swimming 
The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit:  
Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord  
 
Eight Maids A-Milking 
The Eight Beatitudes: 
1.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom           
     of heaven. 
2.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
     comforted. 
3.  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
4.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
     righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
5.  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
6.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
7.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called    
     children of God. 
8.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of  
     righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Nine Ladies Dancing 
The Nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit:  
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control 
 
Ten Lords A-Leaping 
The Ten Commandments: 
1. I am the Lord your God: 
      You shall not have strange gods before me. 
2.   You shall not take the name of the Lord God in vain. 
3.   Remember to keep holy the Lord’s day. 
4.   Honor your father and your mother. 
5.   You shall not kill. 
6.   You shall not commit adultery. 
7.   You shall not steal. 
8.   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9.   You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 


