Saint Florian

Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars
1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI 53214-3615

September 8, 2019 ~ Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASSES

PARISH STAFF

Administrator: Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D. 383-3565, ext. 2
Email .............pastor@stflorian.org
Secretary: Jacqueline Wick
Maintenance: Joseph Rivest

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE
1210 South 45 Street

Phone ..................................................
Fax ......................................................
Email................ stflorian@archmil.org
Website .................. www.stflorian.org

383-3565, ext. 0
383-2708

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Parish Office is Closed on Fridays

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Chairperson: Kate Klister ..................
Vice Chair: Sue Jens ..........................
Trustee: Russell Miller ......................
Trustee: Sandy Kania .........................

350-9217
328-4042
671-2385
672-0364

MUSIC DIRECTORS

Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425
Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE

Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI 53219
High School/Confirmation Program
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education,
Barbara Krieger..................................... 541-7515, ext. 39

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Parish registration and parental instruction required.
Please contact the parish office.
Marriage
Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six
months in advance at the parish office.
Parish registration is required.
Anointing of the Sick

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

Each family or single adult 18 years old or older
living at home or alone is invited and expected to be
registered in our parish family at the parish office.
Please call the parish office to register.

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.”

Saturday (Anticipated) ...................... 4:00 pm
Sunday .............................................. 8:00 am
Monday through Friday .................... 5:00 pm
(celebrated in Our Lady’s Chapel)
Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated)
...................................................... 7:00 pm
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 pm Mass)
Holy Day .......................................... 8:00 am
(celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 pm Mass)

CONFESSIONS

Saturdays ..........................................
(or upon request at the parish office)

FOOD PANTRY

3rd Monday of each month ................
(in Carmel Hall)

2:30 - 3:30 pm

5:00 - 6:00 pm

HELPING HANDS

Outreach for the elderly and the homebound.
Elaine Croft....................................... 615-7124

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY

(Our Parish Cluster School)
1435 South 92 Street • West Allis, WI 53214

476-0751

Great crowds
were travelling
with Jesus, and
he turned and
addressed them,
“If anyone comes
to me without
hating his father
and mother, wife
and children,
brothers and
sisters, and even
his own life, he
cannot be my
disciple.
Whoever does
not carry his own
cross and come
after me cannot
be my
disciple.”
~ Luke 14:25-27

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 7
through

September 15
Sat., September 7 - Anticipated 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm † Homer & Phyllis Mikolajczak
Sun., September 8 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † JoAnne Gannon
Mon., September 9 - St. Peter Claver, Priest
5:00 pm † Suzanne Litter
Tues., September 10 - Weekday
5:00 pm † Robert Satorius
Wed., September 11 - Weekday
5:00 pm † Deceased Nguyen Family
Thurs., September 12 - The Most Holy Name of Mary
5:00 pm † Alvin & Theresa Sidabras
Fri., September 13 - St. John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor
5:00 pm † Kathi Amidzich
Sat., September 14 - Anticipated 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm † Marty Palm
Sun., September 15 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Parishioners at St. Florian

St. Florian Parish - September 8, 2019
CARMELITE QUOTE
“You will be immediately told that speaking with . . .
[a friend] is unnecessary, that it is enough to have God.
But a good means to have God
is to speak with His friends . . .”
~ St. Teresa of Avila

Readings for the week of September 8, 2019
Sun: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 [1]/
Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33
Mon: Col 1:24-2:3/Ps 62:6-7, 9 [8]/Lk 6:6-11
Tues: Col 2:6-15/Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11 [9]/Lk 6:12-19
Wed: Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab [9]/
Lk 6:20-26
Thurs: Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [6]/Lk 6:27-38
Fri: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11 [cf. 5]/
Lk 6:39-42
Sat: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/
Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Next Sun: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19
[Lk 15:18]/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS

ETERNAL FLAME

Labor Day, September 2, 2019

September 7 - September 13

$100 - Mark Pagach

In loving memory of:

September 3, 2019

† Art Kania, Sr.

$25 - Mark Karaba

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Hearing and listening are two different things. Even in our human relationships, people can hear what we are saying, but are
they really listening? This is true with God as well. We hear God's word as it comes to us through Sacred Scripture, but are
we really listening to it? Listening requires a good dose of humility and openness to the one who is speaking. It requires
that we free up some of our personal space so that we can be available and receptive to another person and to God.
Listening does not require the use of words. We can listen to God through art, creation, the unfolding of life, and the human
story. Truly listening to God provides us with the direction of where we need to go, how we are to live, what we are to
choose, and what we must avoid. Listening prepares and anchors us. Are you listening?

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
It's said that upon reading the Gospels,
Gandhi commented that he very much
liked Jesus Christ. It was Christ's
followers he found troublesome. One
wonders who Gandhi had met and if
these Christians had truly counted the
cost of their faith. Following Jesus,
really following Jesus, is much more
challenging than we may think. He
emphasizes this with strong language in
this Sunday's Gospel. He compares
discipleship to the carrying of one's own
execution device - "his own cross" - and
for the need even to "hate" what could
disrupt one's commitment. Some of this
is standard hyperbole, exaggeration for
effect common to the time period.

Some of this should make us wonder
how deep our discipleship goes.
"Which of you wishing to construct a
tower does not first sit down and
calculate the cost?" Jesus imagines this
construction project gone wrong.
Someone may lay the foundation but not
have enough resources to finish. We've
received the firm foundation of the
sacraments - our baptism, for one, along
with weekly Mass attendance and
regular confession. Yet how often do
we find ourselves too distracted,
exhausted, or uninterested to truly build
our lives on our faith? We have all met
such Christians. Some days, we may be
those Christians ourselves. We become

the incomplete tower that confuses and
baffles the onlookers. "This one began
to build but did not have the resources
to finish!"
For some of us, our cross may feel
heavier than we expected upon the first
lift. Building a tower means laying
stone upon stone. It's a process. We
don't arrive at completion overnight.
Grace is always sufficient to provide the
resources, but we need to keep saying
yes to the task. This week, consider
your own discipleship. What is one area
where you've become distracted or
discouraged? How can that improve
this week? Let God lay another brick
on the tower.

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Florian Parish - September 8, 2019
In September,
Please Pray For . . .

Saturday, September 7
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall
2:30-3:30 pm .... Confessions
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church w/Birthday Blessings and
Communal Anointing of the Sick
Sunday, September 8
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church w/Birthday Blessings
Monday, September 9
1:00 pm ............ Staff Meeting in Parish Office
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Tuesday, September 10
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
7:00 pm ............ Prayer & Worship Mtg in Fellowship Rm
Wednesday, September 11
1:00 pm ............ Jubilation Choir in Fellowship Room
3:00 pm ............ Divine Mercy Group in Fellowship Room
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
7:00 pm ............ Finance Council Meeting in Parish Office
Thursday, September 12
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Friday, September 13
5:00 pm……… Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel
Saturday, September 14
12-4 pm ............ Secular Carmelites in Carmel Hall
2:00 pm ............ Bell Choir in Carmel Hall
2:30-3:30 pm .... Confessions
3:00 pm ............ Celebration Choir in Fellowship Room
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church
Sunday, September 15
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church
9:00 am ............ Christian Women/Holy Name Society
Breakfast & Meeting in Carmel Hall

Michael & Cathy Becker
Elaine Croft
Gregg Dufek
Susan Dufek
Janeen Enriquez
Kathy Grabowski
Helen Guszkowski
Arlene Horton
Ed Keever

Ruth Kressl
Helen Markowski
Bernie & James McGivern
Betty Michalowski
Candy Netterfield family
Clara Satorius
Carolyn Toby
Edie Wurcer
Gloria Zelazek
Bernie Zimney

"Who is my neighbor?"
Jesus' answer to this question
was the parable of the Good Samaritan—the person you least
expect. Peter was born in 16th century Spain & became a Jesuit and was deeply influenced by the missionary call. At 30, he
set out for modern-day Colombia. Cartagena was one of the
largest slave markets in the New World. As a priest, he knew
his role was spiritual service & quickly dedicated his ministry
to these "neighbors" whom the world rejected. As slave ships
entered the harbor, he would rush on board with food, water,
& a human touch & introduced some slaves to Christ in a
more formal way. As these new converts were moved to plantations, he would visit them, stay in their quarters, and advocate with the masters to act humanely. St. Peter Claver
called himself "the slave of the slaves forever."
May we, too, have a powerful sense of our neighbor.

ST. PETER CLAVER

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Were you raised in another faith tradition, and now wish to
explore Catholicism? Were you Baptized as an infant, but never received any faith formation? Ever wonder why Catholics
do some of the things they do? If you answered “yes”, then the
RCIA process might be for you. The process is a great opportunity to study, reflect, discuss, pray and discern God’s call in
your life. We gather two Thursday evenings a month from
Please
register
QUAD PARISH
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. There is also a day-long retreat as part of the proyour
child/children
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
cess. I do have an incredibly caring, faith-filled “team” who work
ASAP.
with
me as we walk with you on this journey of faith. Carefully and
Materials were mailed in May. If you are new to the
prayerfully
consider if this might be “your next step”. Please call me
Parish and/or our Religious Education Program,
with any questions at 414-541-7515, ext. 39. The Process begins
please call the St. Rita’s Parish Office at 414-541Thursday, September 26. ~ Barbara Krieger, D.R.E.
7515 and we will be happy to mail the info to you.

CATHOLIC QUOTE “Nothing is so strong as gentleness; nothing is so gentle as real strength.” ~ St. Francis de Sales
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Reach Out in Love by Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS - We are all called to be accountable to one another. As brothers and

sisters in Jesus Christ, we have a responsibility to reach out in love when we see someone lost and to offer support when the
need is the greatest. In that same regard, we must never stand between a loved one and him. Our goal when it comes to
those we love is to lead them toward heaven and eternal life with the source of all love, Jesus Christ.
This is the "why" of our stewardship. Our generosity and our giving of very selves back to God need to bear witness to the
transforming power of Jesus. It is easy to fall into the trap of loving someone so much that we place them before God. We
make our human relationships the main thing and ultimately make decisions that keep our loved ones away from that which
they need the most. If we truly love another, we will offer them the example of how we love God even more than them.
We live in a world where romantic and parental love are seen as the highest forms of affection. Stories are often told in
books and on the screen of how nothing will keep someone from his or her beloved. Although we are called to love one
another, we must never be trapped into the portrayal of love that comes from the world. We are gifts from God to one
another, and like all other gifts given to us, we are accountable to God for that which He has given. If you can give a loved
one back to God completely, then you are worthy of their love in the first place.

Happy National Grandparent’s Day
Sunday, September 8
Grandparents Day is celebrated by many Americans in
September. Promoted by Marian McQuade of West
Virginia in the 1970s, a bill was finally signed into law by
President Jimmy Carter in 1979 designating the Sunday
after Labor Day as National Grandparents Day. Mrs.
McQuade's work with seniors made her particularly
attentive to shut-ins and other elderly not fortunate enough
to have family members close by. S he viewed National
Grandparents Day as an opportunity for children to adopt a
grandparent and so provide some friendship to those who
might now be alone in their later years.

Grandparents Day Blessing
God our Father, you create all things in this world
as gifts for your created beings.
This day is made holy by the presence of new life, made
real by the love of spouses and their collaboration with you.
On this day bless all grandparents and their grandchildren.
May they both praise you for their place in the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

2nd COLLECTION — SEPTEMBER 14 & 15
September is St. Vincent de Paul
Awareness Month
Next weekend on
Saturday, September 14 and
Sunday, September 15,
there will be a 2nd Collection
for the SVdP
“Friends of the Poor Walk”.
Your donation will benefit the SVdP meal program
which serves daily meals at 2 locations in Milwaukee.
The meal program helps feed hungry kids and adults,
the majority of whom report they would not have
access to another meal if this program were not available.
89,516 free meals were served last year.
(15,311 of those were to children)
The meal program is sustained by donations and
100% of the money raised for the Walk will benefit the
meal program. Every contribution makes such a
difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters in need.
Please support this worthy cause.
If donating with a check,
please make it payable to:
St. Florian Parish and
write “FOP Walk” on the memo line.
Thank you for your generosity.

~ Kathy Palm, SVdP, St. Florian Conference
CHRISTIAN WOMEN/HOLY NAME SOCIETY
The Christian Women/Holy Name Society
will hold their first breakfast meeting of the season

Sunday, September 15
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass in Carmel Hall.
Everyone is welcome to join us for breakfast.
Our meeting will follow the breakfast.
New officers will be elected at this meeting.

I think we all
remember where we were
on 9/11. We saw the
tower fall and we saw the
selfless first responders run toward the falling towers and
debris without concern for their well-being, but for that of
the fallen men and women. This is the model of patriotism,
and why we now celebrate Patriot Day.

Blessing for the Fallen of 9-11
God of mercy, in your word of Scripture, you instruct us to
"Do to others as you would have them do to you."
Give us today the courage to assist those around us
who may need our assistance.
Give us patience when we become impatient.
But above all, give us a heart thankful for those who have
given their lives as first responders, as did the men and
women who ran towards the Twin Towers in New York
City on 9-11. We ask all this in the name of the One
who first responded to our need for a savior,
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

COMMUNITY AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Know and Protect Your End of Life Decisions
Tuesday, September 10 at 6:30 p.m. - or Wednesday, September 11 at 9:00 a.m.
Sacred Heart Parish
917 North 49 Street, Milwaukee
A talk by Joe Langfeld, the Executive Director of Human
Life Alliance. Topics to be covered are: POLST (Physician
Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment) and Advanced
Directives; Hospice, Palliative & Comfort Care; DNR
(Do Not Resuscitate) Orders & Feeding Tubes.
Questions & Answers following the talk.
After each talk, Matt Von Rueden from Pro Life Wisconson
will be available to go over the Wisconsin Power of
Attorney for Health Care Forms. Talk sponsored by Sacred
Heart Parish. Co-Sponsors: Family Life Council, Inc., Pro
Life Wisconsin, and Wisconsin Right to Life - Milwaukee
Chapter. For more questions, please call 414-774-9418.

Holy Assumption’s Rummage Sale is Finally Here!
Dates and Times are:
Thursday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday, September 13, 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 14, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
shop on the first floor of the School building
located at 7129 West Orchard Street
Check out our many “departments” with items sorted
in each room available for purchase, such as:
Books & Media, Special Collectibles with Jewelry & more,
Tots & Teens, Housewares with anything to fill a kitchen,
Luggage, Holiday Decorations, Tools, Lawn & Garden,
Indoor & Outdoor Décor, Sporting Goods, Furniture,
items for those with special needs & MUCH MORE!
Relax in the Food Court before or after shopping.
Enjoy sloppy joes, hot turkey sandwiches,
hot dogs, side dishes, drinks & many desserts.
Any Questions? Please call Sharon at 414-774-4241.

With grateful praise and sincere appreciation,
I THANK YOU for your current and past service on our various
Councils, Committees, Fund-Raising Projects, especially our
Liturgical Volunteers and those listed below.
A dinner in your honor will be celebrated on
Saturday, September 21
in the Cristo Rey High School Cafeteria.
Come and enjoy food, drink, and fellowship.
Hors d’oeuvres will begin at 5:00 p.m.
with Dinner at 6:00 p.m., followed by socializing.
If you plan to attend, please R.S.V.P.
to Jacqueline at the Parish Office
no later than Monday, September 16
at (414) 383-3565, extension 0.
I hope to see you there!
Fr. Fred, O.C.D.
Celebration, Jubilation and Bell Choirs
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers
Lectors
Ushers
Greeters
Acolytes (Altar Servers)
Sacristan
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Christian Formation Committee
Communications Committee (The Flame)
Human Concerns Committee
Prayer & Worship Committee
Christian Women/Holy Name Society
SVdP Conference (Food Pantry)

MQSCA Liaison
Building and Grounds Committee
Environment Committee — (Church Decorators and
Launderer of Liturgical Linens)
Money Counters and Deposit Runners
Casino Nite Planning Committee & Workers
Fish Fry & Chicken Dinner Workers
Fish Fry Veggie Ladies
Dessert Bakers
Card Social Workers
Breakfasts with Santa & the Easter Bunny Workers
Scrip Volunteers
Helping Hands
Parish Office and Bulk Mailing Helpers
Cristo Rey Staff

September 3, 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I almost hate to turn on the news, as I encounter yet another story of a senseless shooting. It’s hard to imagine the sense of
loss experienced by families and friends whose loved ones were just shopping at a mall, attending a school, going to work
or leisurely walking the streets – and, suddenly, had their lives taken from them. The individuals committing these crimes
have been categorized as “domestic terrorists” who are deemed psychologically disturbed individuals or social outcasts.
The public comes up with all sorts of solutions to the problem of violence: take away the guns, offer better psychological
assessments, monitor video games or implement stronger criminal sanctions, just to mention a few.
I have said this before, and I will say it again: I don’t believe that the perpetrators of these shootings, and all other heinous
acts, were in Church on their knees on Sunday, where we are presented with the Gospel and the needs of our brothers and
sisters. People of good will may disagree with the method to achieve our goals, but no one can deny the responsibility we
all have toward others. As a society, we continue to drift away from God. In doing so, we can often forget our responsibility to Him, with the result being a loss of our connectedness to our brothers and sisters. There is a wonderful saying:
“JOY” is Jesus first, Others second and Yourself third. This is not the social strategy employed by members of our government.
I can’t imagine Jesus cheering over the passed legislation which approved late-term abortions as a sign of personal freedom, the sight of the homeless as merely regrettable, or the increase of drug use as a solution to social ills. These are all
symptoms of the loss of heart formed in the Lord. All of the so-called philosophical presentations for total social responsibility (i.e. communism, socialism or benevolent dictatorships) fail because they are grounded in human devices.
The beauty of Catholicism is the recognition of original sin. We are flawed humans, and we can only receive our completeness from God. Through Jesus Christ and Baptism, we are restored in our completeness and placed on the path to holiness, but we can lose this completeness through sin. Therefore, we must sustain our spiritual lives through prayer and
good works, which is our personal responsibility before God.
Remember the parable that Jesus presented in the Gospel about the “good seed.” The seed that was planted in good soil
yielded 100- or 60- or 30-fold. The soil is Jesus Christ. Our society can grow to fulfillment, but not without Him. For those
who would dismiss this as a simplistic answer to a complicated problem, I believe they have already categorized Jesus and
the Gospel as one solution among many, and have possibly lost their sense of direction and personal commitment. Their
frustrations will continue as they seek solutions apart from God.
For those who understand our dependency on God, they realize that much work has to be accomplished in evangelizing
and re-evangelizing our communities in the mandate of the Gospel to LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Amazing Grace,
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee

The Golden Gazette
September 4, 2019
Greetings MQS families!
It is always hard to say goodbye to summer and the Labor Day weekend has always felt like the end of that season. I hope you were able to enjoy the long weekend and spend some quality time with family!
School is definitely in full swing, and with that, students are quickly falling back into their routines. It’s exciting
to see how far they have come in just one week.
We still have a few spots left at our school. If you know of anyone still looking for a school, let them know how
great MQSCA is. Just tell them to visit the department of public instruction website for a look at our state report
card (https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/reportcards/) and they will see just how great MQSCA really is. I am happy to
schedule a meeting with any prospective family and take them on a tour of our school.
Our tardy rate has improved dramatically. We are aiming for 100% of our students here and ready to learn by
7:55am. We are also enforcing the uniform code which can be found in the parent/student handbook. The most
frequent violation involves pants. All pants must be twill or corduroy pants in navy blue or black. Jeans, leggings
or cargo pants are not allowed on uniform days. If students prefer to have a sweater on during the school day,
they must be navy blue, red, white or black. Sweatshirts may be worn if they are the MQSCA sweatshirts with the
Phoenix or MQSCA logo. Please see that your children are wearing the proper uniform before they leave the
house. Thank you for your partnership in maintaining a focused academic learning environment.
In peace,
Jen Vega, Principal

EARLY RELEASE DAY
We have early release on Wednesday, September 11th. Students will be dismissed at 1:30 p.m. Camp will be available after
school.
SAFEGUARDING
Anyone that is interested in volunteering in school (including going on a fieldtrip as a chaperone) must attend the Safeguarding All of God’s Family program. This is a mandate from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Therefore, if you plan on
volunteering in any way at school, you MUST attend a training seassion.
If you need further information or would like to register for the training, please visit http://www.archmil.org/offices/
safeguarding.htm.
YOUTH ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
XPerience Fitness (5321 South 108th Street) offers a one-on-one player development with sports specific coach for children
age five and older. Please call Ken Bailey (414-858-1700) for more information.
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER - MARK YOUR CALENDAR
***Friday, October 4th
Full School Day***Change to calendar
***Monday, October 7th
NO SCHOOL***Change to calendar
Wednesday, October 16th
PICTURE DAY

