
 

 

Saint Florian 
Staffed by the Discalced Carmelite Friars 

 

MASSES 
 Saturday (Anticipated) ......................  4:00 pm 
 

 Sunday ..............................................  8:00 am 
 

 Monday through Friday ....................  5:00 pm 
 (celebrated in Our Lady’s Chapel) 
 

 Evening before Holy Day (Anticipated) 
   ......................................................  7:00 pm 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 pm Mass) 
 

 Holy Day ..........................................  8:00 am 
 (celebrated in the Main Church - no 5:00 pm Mass) 
 

 CONFESSIONS 
 Saturdays ..........................................  2:30 - 3:30 pm 
 (or upon request at the parish office) 
 

 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 3rd Monday of each month ................  5:00 - 6:00 pm 
 (in Carmel Hall) 
 

HELPING HANDS 
 Outreach for the elderly and the homebound. 
 Elaine Croft.......................................  615-7124 
 

 

MARY QUEEN OF SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY  
(Our Parish Cluster School) 

 1435 South 92 Street • West Allis, WI  53214 476-0751 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator:  Fr. Fred Alexander, O.C.D.    383-3565, ext. 2 
  Email .............pastor@stflorian.org 
 Secretary:  Jacqueline Wick 
 Maintenance:  Joseph Rivest 
 

ST. FLORIAN PARISH OFFICE 
1210 South 45 Street 

 Phone ..................................................  383-3565, ext. 0 
 Fax ......................................................  383-2708 
 Email ................ stflorian@archmil.org 
 Website .................. www.stflorian.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 Parish Office is Closed on Fridays 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Chairperson:  Kate Klister ..................  350-9217 
 Vice Chair:  Sue Jens ..........................  328-4042 
 Trustee:  Russell Miller ......................  671-2385 
 Trustee:  Sandy Kania .........................  672-0364 
 

MUSIC DIRECTORS 
 Joseph Carpenter - 4:00 p.m. Sat. choir…..430-3425 
 Diane Bersch - 8:00 a.m. Sun. choir……...541-8109 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE 
 Within St. Rita Parish, 2318 South 61 Street , West Allis, WI  53219 
 High School/Confirmation Program 
 RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 RCIC-Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
 Contact the DRE - Director of Religious Education, 
 Barbara Krieger.....................................  541-7515, ext. 39 
 

 SACRAMENTS 
 Baptism 
 Parish registration and parental instruction required.  
 Please contact the parish office. 
 

 Marriage 
 Please arrange for a date and instructions at least six    
 months in advance at the parish office.  
 Parish registration is required. 
 

 Anointing of the Sick

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Each family or single adult 18 years old or older 

living at home or alone is invited and expected to be 
registered in our parish family at the parish office. 

Please call the parish office to register. 
 

“Please Remember St. Florian Parish in your Will.” 

 

1233 South 45 Street, West Milwaukee, WI  53214-3614 

August 11, 2019 ~ Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 
vigilant on his arrival.  Amen, I say to you, he will 

gird himself, have them recline at table, and 
proceed to wait on them.”  ~ Luke 12:37 



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - August 11, 2019 

Sat., August 10 - Anticipated 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 4:00 pm † Justin & Alice Cesar 
 

Sun., August 11 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am Parishioners at St. Florian 
 

Mon., August 12 - St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 

 5:00 pm † Marty Palm 
 

Tues., August 13 - SS. Pontian, Pope 
        and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs 

 5:00 pm † Dale King 
 

Wed., August 14 - Anticipated The Assumption of   
                                The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 No 5:00 pm Mass Today 

 7:00 pm † Deceased Nguyen Family 
 

Thurs., August 15 - The Assumption of 
                                          The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 8:00 am † Alvin & Theresa Sidabras 
 No 5:00 pm Mass Today 
 

Fri., August 16 - St. Stephen of Hungary 
 5:00 pm † Kathi Amidzich 
 

Sat., August 17 - Anticipated 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 4:00 pm † Patrick M. Fugger 
 

Sun., August 18 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † JoAnne Gannon 

 

August 10 
 

through 
 

August 18 

CARMELITE QUOTE 

 

August 10 - August 16 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

 † Lynn Marie Tess 

Readings for the week of August 11, 2019 

“If contemplating...taking care of the sick, helping with 
household chores...are all ways of serving the Guest 

who comes to be with us and eat and recreate. 
What difference does it make whether 
we serve in the one way or the other?” 

 

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

ETERNAL FLAME 

Sun:  Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22 [12b]/ 
          Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/ 
          Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40 
Mon:  Dt 10:12-22/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/ 
           Mt 17:22-27 
Tues:  Dt 31:1-8/Dt 32:3-4ab, 7, 8, 9 and 12 [9a]/ 
           Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wed:  Dt 34:1-12/Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17 
           [cf. 20a and 10b]/Mt 18:15-20 
Thurs:  Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16  
            [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
Fri:  Jos 24:1-13/Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 and 24/ 
        Mt 19:3-12 
Sat:  Jos 24:14-29/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11 [cf. 5a]/ 
        Mt 19:13-15 
Next Sun:  Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/ 
                  Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53  

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

   Tickets booked, packing list double-
checked, itinerary set - how do you 
know you're prepared for a trip?  Being 
ready requires plenty of practical prep-
aration.  Do we give the same care to 
our spiritual preparedness?  "Your 
Father is pleased to give you the 
kingdom," Jesus tells us.  In this 
Sunday's Gospel, Jesus reminds us to 
have the right attitude for the gifts and 
callings he wants to give us!  
   Clear out your clutter!  "Where your 
treasure is, there also will your heart 
be."  Jesus reminds the disciples that 
earthly standards of security and success 
will wear out in time.  If our lives are 
structured around values that don't align 

with the kingdom of God, we'll miss 
opportunities to receive God.  If we're 
so concerned with our child's success in 
sports that we miss Sunday Mass for 
their tournaments, we're missing out 
receiving the sacraments and building a 
consistent community of faith.  If our 
quest for the promotion takes us away 
from family commitments, we won't be 
able to fully receive the love intended in 
our closest relationships. 
   Set faith-based priorities.  "Blessed 
are those servants whom the master 
finds vigilant on his arrival."  Our 
conflicting commitments can cause any 
routine to slip from time to time.  All 
the more reason to make sure faith is a 

priority.  Pray as a family before meals.  
Bring your children regularly to the 
sacrament of confession.  Make room in 
the schedule for faith enrichment 
activities offered by your parish.  
Volunteer once a month.  "At an hour 
you do not expect, the Son of Man will 
come."  When will the call come to care 
for an ailing parent?  To take on a new 
leadership position?  God speaks to us 
through the circumstances of our lives.  
He calls each of us to greater love, 
sometimes in very concrete ways. 
This week, take some time to consider: 
Will you be ready?  

CATHOLIC QUOTE 

“Our job is to love others without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are worthy.” 

 

~ Thomas Merton  

With our recent terrifying mass shootings, through prayer 
and action, these acts of violence and terrorism must stop.   

Please pray for the victims and those grieving them. 

“For where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, 

there am I in the midst of them.” 

~ Matthew 18:20 

JOIN IN HOPE & SOLIDARITY 



 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Florian Parish - August 11, 2019 

Saturday, August 10 
11:00 am .......... Quinceñera Mass in Church 
12 - 4 pm .......... Secular Carmelites in Carmel Hall 
2:30 pm ............ Confessions 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church 
  

Sunday, August 11 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church with a Baptism to follow 
 

Monday, August 12 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Tuesday, August 13 
5:00 pm ............ Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
7:00 pm ............ Finance Council in Parish Office 
 

Wednesday, August 14 
3:00 pm ............ Divine Mercy Group in Fellowship Room 
No 5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
7:00 pm ............ Anticipated Solemnity of The Assumption 
                              of The Blessed Virgin Mary in Church 
 

Thursday, August 15 
8:00 am ............ Solemnity of The Assumption of The 
                              Blessed Virgin Mary in the Church 
No 5:00 pm Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Friday, August 16 
5:00 pm……… Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Saturday, August 17 
2:30 pm ............ Confessions 
4:00 pm ............ Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings 
  

Sunday, August 18 
8:00 am ............ Mass in Church w/Anniversary Blessings 

 

In August, 
 

Please Pray For . . . 

PLAN WISELY — What would happen if you found out right now that relatives of yours were coming into town tomorrow, 
and they hoped to stay with you?  You can either tell them they can't stay with you, or you immediately begin a process of 

furiously cleaning, straightening up, and grocery shopping in anticipation of your guests.  If you don't have to do anything to 
prepare because your home is perfect, clean, and fully stocked, perhaps you don't live in your home or you are obsessive 

compulsive.  I suspect most people reading this would go into panic mode! 
 

We spend much time putting off things until later.  Then when something unexpected happens, we swing into action to deal 
with it or prepare for its effects.  We would have acted differently if we knew what was coming down the road. 

 

What does your stewardship way of life look like?  Are you living as if you have forever, or are you living as if Jesus could 
return any moment and your life here on earth could end tomorrow?  The gift of time is often taken for granted.  If we live 

more mindfully of that gift, we waste less of it and maximize the moments in which we find ourselves.  We give of 
ourselves in ways that are more meaningful and productive.  The gift of tomorrow is not promised to you, 

but the gift of today has already been given.  Use this day wisely because who knows what tomorrow may bring.  
  

~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

August 6, 2019 
 

$25 - Mary Costello 
CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNER 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Were you raised in another faith tradition, and now wish to 
explore Catholicism?  Were you Baptized as an infant, but 

never received any faith formation?  Ever wonder why 
Catholics do some of the things they do?  If you answered 

“yes”, then the RCIA process might be for you. 
 

The process is a great opportunity to study, reflect, discuss, 
pray and discern God’s call in your life.  We gather two 

Thursday evenings a month from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  There is 
also a day-long retreat as part of the process.  I do have an 
incredible caring, faith-filled “team” who work with me as 

we walk with you on this journey of faith. 
 

Please carefully and prayerfully consider if this might be 
“your next step”.  Please do not hesitate to call me at 

414-541-7515, ext. 39 with any questions you may have.  
The Process begins Thursday, September 26. 

 

Looking forward to walking with you.  Blessings, 
Barbara Krieger, Director of Religious Education (D.R.E.) 

 
Gregg Dufek 
Susan Dufek 

Janeen Enriquez 
Kathy Grabowski 

Helen Guszkowski 
Arlene Horton 

Ed Keever 
Ruth Kressl 

Helen Markowski 
Bernie & James McGivern 

Betty Michalowski 
Candy Netterfield family 

Clara Satorius 
Carolyn Toby 
Edie Wurcer 

Gloria Zelazek 
Bernie Zimney 

We are asked to be vigilant until our Master returns.  Even though our faith tells us that Christ will come again and that our 
purpose and destiny is an eternal one, it is hard not to lose heart, grow weary, and become distracted.  Remembering the 
stories of our faith and what God has done throughout history is one way of remaining fresh and focused.  Celebrating, 
recalling, and making real and tangible again what God has done is what our community does liturgically each time we 

gather.  As the author of Hebrews reminds us:  Faith makes real what we hope for and is the evidence of things we cannot 
see.  Let us take this time once again to remember and participate in what God has done and continues to do.  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 



A SIGN OF HOPE — Is the resurrection a concept or reality? 
The feast of the Assumption is a reminder to us that heaven gets even better! 

We pray that the souls of the faithful departed would soon be united to God in 
heaven.  The truth is, the separation between our souls and our bodies was not God's 

original plan for things.  It's one of the results of the Fall, of original sin.  At the end of 
time and Jesus' second coming, our bodies and souls will be reunited. 

Lest we forget, Mary's Assumption is the reminder. 
Today, we celebrate that Mary is enjoying what we, too, hope to participate in — 

complete joy in heaven with our God, experienced body and soul. 
Today and every day, let's pray for those who have died and that we may meet them again in the heavenly kingdom.  

Question:  The Assumption isn't in the Bible. What proof do we have that it really happened? 
Answer:  Since the beginning of the Church, Christians have venerated the relics of the saints.  We can see this in the 
catacombs of Rome, in the crypts of churches, and in the reliquaries that contain tiny fragments of bone.  Throughout 

Church history, there have been no relics of Mary nor any legitimate claims to her bones.  Even the tomb of Mary, 
visited as a site of pilgrimage, stood empty.  At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, the Roman emperor asked 

the bishop of Jerusalem to bring Mary's relics to the council.  The bishop reported that there were no relics of Mary. 
Upon finding her empty tomb, the Apostles had concluded that her body was taken up into heaven. 

Soon afterward, the Church began celebrating this miraculous event.  
  

The Assumption is an article of faith.  Within the context of salvation, its meaning and logic are clear.  Being born without 
original sin, Mary did not suffer its consequences.  She is already participating in what we, too, will experience one day 

— the resurrection and glorification of our bodies as they reunite with our souls.  

WHY DO WE DO THAT? — CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Sometimes life isn't about the path we take, but what we make of it. St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal's life was anything but predictable.  Jane was married young to a 
husband in deep debt.  She took charge of the estate, bringing the finances 
under control with enough to offer generously to those in need.  When Jane 
was 28, her husband was killed in a hunting accident, leaving her the sole 
caretaker of their four young children.  A sermon by her local bishop, St. 

Francis de Sales, led her to forgive the man responsible for her husband's death.  Jane had a special 
concern for those affected by the unexpected.  In 1610, Francis helped Jane found the Visitation Order 

of religious sisters, which became involved in active ministry to the sick and poor and in 
accepting women who had been rejected by other religious orders due to age or health 

St. Frances de Chantal, pray for us!   

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY MASSES — A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a Holy Day of Obligation where Catholics are expected to observe by 
attendance at Mass.  This is the principal feast of Mary.  It has a double purpose:  first, the happy departure of Mary from 

this life and second, the assumption of her body into heaven.  Little for certain is known about the day, year and 
manner of Mary's death.  The dates assigned for it vary between three and fifteen years after Jesus' Ascension. 

 

Our Masses are:  Wednesday, August 14 at 7:00 p.m. or Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.  Both in the Church. 

Courage and sacrificial love mark the life of St. Maximilian Kolbe.  He became a priest of the 
Franciscan order.  Dedicated with evangelization, he published a magazine to teach the Catholic faith and 

encourage devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  During the Nazi occupation of Poland, Fr. Kolbe was 
arrested and sent to Auschwitz.  One day a prisoner escaped from the camp.  The Nazi 

punishment was harsh.  For one escapee, 10 must die in his place.  The guards picked 10 men at 
random.  One began to beg for his life on behalf of his family, and another man stepped forward and of-

fered to take his place.  Fr. Kolbe was sentenced, along with the other nine men, to death by 
starvation.  For this "martyr of Auschwitz," a life of devotion culminated in one heroic, Christlike act.  

This feast is very old in the church.  It has been celebrated throughout the church from the sixth century on. 
Originally celebrated in the East, the ancient title is the Dormition of Mary, or the Falling Asleep of Mary.  The earliest 
writing we find of this feast is from the fourth century and it is written in the voice of St. John, whom Jesus entrusted 

Mary to the care of as he hung upon the cross. 
 

The teaching is that Mary was assumed into heaven after her "falling asleep in the Lord" before her body suffered any 
decay.  This doctrine of the church--even though the church has been celebrating this belief for centuries--was not declared 

a dogma until November 1, 1950 by Pope Pius XII.  While the Eastern Orthodox call this event the "dormition," 
the Roman Catholic Church calls it the Assumption. 

 

Roman Catholicism is silent on the details of the Assumption.  Therefore, Roman Catholics legitimately can believe that 
Mary did not die before the Assumption.  The holy day has always been celebrated in the church on August 15.  

August 14 



UPCOMING   COMMUNITY   AREA   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“Sister Water Beer Garden” 
Saturday, August 17, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

St. Joseph Center 
1501 South Layton Boulevard, Milwaukee 

 
 

The School Sisters of St. Francis invite you to their 
beautiful motherhouse garden for their Sister Water Beer 

Garden fundraiser.  They will have live music by 
Kaleidoscope, games, and of course, outstanding craft beer, 

wine, soda, and delicious food available for purchase. 
You will receive a commemorative pint glass 

with your first beverage purchase! 
Proceeds will help the sisters provide access to clean water 

to thousands of people through their global missions. 
Free parking in the St. Joseph Center lot at 
South 29th Street and West Orchard Street. 

Full details at www.sssf.org 

“Engaging Life at Every Age” 
Saturday, August 17, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Center, 
1501 South Layton Boulevard, Milwaukee 

 

Beloved book author & newspaper columnist Philip Chard, 
MS, LCSW, will be the voice urging us to stay with 

interests or hobbies that keep us in the thick of things. 
As a veteran psychotherapist, social worker, and coach, he 
has prepared a lively & compelling case for why all teens, 
adults, and seniors need to stay interested & engaged in the 

world around them.  Attaining fulfillment & happiness 
takes effort, and we all need a motivational booster 

like this presentation now and then. 
 

He has more than 30 years of experience and is a leader 
in the field of applied eco-psychology.  His dynamic 

speaking style & ability to forge an empathetic connection 
with his audience make gatherings like this unique & 

inspiring.  Seating at the workshop is limited, 
so don’t wait to register. 

 

 The fee is just $5.  Write checks to:  School Sisters of St. 
Francis Outreach Events, c/o Donna O’Loughlin.  Contact:  

doloughlin@sssf.org or call 414-385-5272. 

QUAD PARISH 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

If you have not already registered your child/children, please do so ASAP.  Registration 
materials were mailed back in May.  If you are new to the Parish and/or our Religious 

Education Program, please call the St. Rita’s Parish Office at 414-541-7515 and 
we will be happy to mail the info to you. 

HUMAN  CONCERNS  REQUEST  —  SCHOOL  SUPPLY  DRIVE 

Supplies can be deposited in the SVdP bins 
located in the back of Church. 

The School Supplies will be distributed 
at the August 19 Food Pantry. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Our School Supply Drive is in progress. 

Please be aware of various “Back-to-School” sales and purchase 
some school supplies for our St. Vincent de Paul families. 

Let’s give these children a head start on a successful school year!   

August 15 Holy Day Mass for the Homebound 
 

Is someone you love unable to join us at church for the 
August 15 Holy Day Mass in celebration of the 

Asssumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary?  Please invite 
anyone you know who cannot get out to church to 

experience the spiritual comfort of this joy-filled Catholic 
Mass.  Online video will be available all day at 

www.HeartoftheNation.org 
(For those who are able to get to church, the online 

liturgy will not fulfill the Holy Day Mass obligation.) 

Make the Connection Training & Empowerment 
Summit, Saturday, August 17, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Milwaukee Marriott Downtown 
323 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee 

 

Youth Workers, Educators, Ministers & Neighborhood 
Leaders—Come and be equipped to excel at reaching teen-

agers!  You will receive practical and relevant tools that 
will enable you to go to the next level in your efforts to 

positively impact youth.  Presented by Rev. Titus Lee with 
Operation Link-Up, Inc. & Author of 5 Ways to Win Teens. 

Free Event!  Registration is required via 
www.oluteens.com or by calling 1-888-591-7118 

Holy Assumption’s Rummage Donation Drop-Off 
Saturday, August 17, 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

at the School building on Orchard Street 
between South 71st & 72nd Streets 

(back of parking lot, under overhang, on right side) 
 

Donate household items to their annual Rummage Sale like:  
Collectibles, Outdoor, Garden, Sports, Holiday Decorations, 

Housewares, Children’s Books/Toys/Clothing. 
(Sorry, no old televisions, mattresses, 

broken items, or adult clothing.) 
Volunteers Needed! 

Do you thrive on thrift shops, yard sales, garage sales or 
estate sales?  We would appreciate your knowledgeable help 

on Donation Days to sort and price. 
Any other Questions?  Need help with a drop-off? 

Please call Sharon at 414-774-4241. 

The Salvation Army of Milwaukee Presents 
from London, The International STAFF BAND 

Thursday, September 19, 7:30 p.m. 
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts 

929 North Water Street, Milwaukee 
 

This is to celebrate the Salvation Army’s 130th Anniversary. 
This spectacular ensemble of brass and percussion players 
has not only played for crowds of thousands and the Queen 

of England; but also for those in prisons and in worship 
services around the world.  They have never been here. 

Admission is FREE!  Reservations required. 
To reserve your tickets, call the Marcus Center Box Office 

at 414-273-2706 or visit https://marcuscenter.org 

mailto:doloughlin@sssf.org
http://www.HeartoftheNation.org
http://www.oluteens.com
https://marcuscenter.org




August 6, 2019 
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  

There are certain events, celebrations or occasions in our lives when the good feelings and rightness of actions 
are intermingled with the powerful interactions of those involved. This presents a situation which is so tangible 
that one uses the expression, “I wish I could bottle this.” The expression emphasizes that, at some time in the 
future when things are not so great, we could use a shot of this emotional vitamin to aid us in our sense ofdis-
may. 
  

On Saturday, August 3, close to 100 seminarians from the state of Wisconsin joined with priests and the seven 
active bishops – Bishops James Powers (Superior), David Ricken (Green Bay), Donald Hying (Madison), Wil-
liam Callahan (La Crosse), Jeff Haines, James Schuerman and myself (Milwaukee) – in a day of prayer, dis-
cussion and camaraderie. Hosted by Bishop William Callahan and the Diocese of La Crosse, there was an 
abundance of hospitality, goodwill, faith — and hope.     
  

As an archbishop looking at these men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood, I couldn’t help but 
swell with pride, hearing their aspirations and stories. It was obvious that the hardworking vocation directors 
harvested the best from among Catholic young men to consider the priesthood. I wish that I could have taken 
these men, their stories and hopes, and shared them with all of the faithful Catholics throughout Wisconsin. A 
vocation-friendly environment has been created in our state. 
  

Father John Burns, who has recently returned from Rome after completing his doctorate, has been tasked with 
the promotion of religious life among young women. Many of us know the impact that religious women have 
had in our personal lives through their sacrifice and commitment to Christ and the Church. It’s exciting to en-
vision the impact the committed young men and women will have on our archdiocese and other dioceses. 
Their energy and enthusiasm is contagious, and it is all in the name of Christ. 
  

In the last two days, we experienced the senseless mass killings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio. I use the 
word “senseless,” because there is no sense to these crimes. These actions will be analyzed, politicized, psy-
chologized and scrutinized. And, although God was invoked in expressions after the fact (i.e. ‘Our prayers to 
God go out to the victims and their families’ or ‘We send God’s blessings to those lost or injured’), at the same 
time, there has been a consistent effort to marginalize God in the public forum – erase His name from any so-
cietal marker, don’t publicly pray, or limit expressions of God to Saturdays or Sundays to the four walls of a 
church, synagogue or mosque in prayer. As a society, if God is not seen as the Being who holds us ultimately 
responsible, then irresponsible and senseless actions will increase because there is no one who will hold us ac-
countable. Without God, we are doomed. With God, we have hope. 
 

Now, I would like to use that bottle that I filled at the beginning of this LOA with the hope of those who are 
discerning service to Christ and His Church and offer a long drink to members of our society. These young 
men who I met on Saturday may not fully appreciate what their vocational discernment means to the larger 
picture of faith, but they are answering the call to help our people in understanding that God is real, that He is 
here for us, and that He offers us a world beyond the senseless. It begins by understanding that God loves us, 
and desires that we LOVE ONE ANOTHER.                                       
                                     

Amazing Grace, 
  
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
Archbishop of Milwaukee  

https://www.archmil.org/Giving.htm

